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diuers ſorts of weapons, and other yeric 
important matters Militarie, greatlie miſtaken by « 
diuers of our men of watre in theſe-daies ; and 
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As alſo, of the great ſutficiencie , excellencie, and 

wonderful cttefts of Archers: VV ith many notable _ 
examples and other particularities, by him preſen- | 
ted tothe Nobilitic of this Realme, & publiſhed for | 
the benchite of this his patiue Countrie of England. + 
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>@- loht Honorable and 


\S) moſt noble Lordes: 


Euen as the Wiſedome and huni- 
ltze of the notable men of later ages, 
haue gwen greater Honor to the ex- 
cellencie of. men in all «Artes and 
Sciences of former ages and greater 
antiquitie,than to themſelues; not onlie acknowledging them 
ſelues to bemferiours vnto them,but alſo, that the from Skil 
and knowledge which they haue attained vnto, hath(m the 
greateſt part )proceeded from ſuch notable men,either by hea= 

ring and obſerning their opinions ,0r by reading of their Works, 
or els by reading of others that haue written of the tudgements 
and ations of ſuch excellent men : Euen ſo, the vanitie and 
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oxerweening of yong men, and chieflie of our N ation in this . 
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our time (I meanewithin theſe twentze yeares) haue ſo excee- <7 0 


ded and ſuperabounded,that they haue not been aſhamed, not 
onhe to attribute unto themſelues preater Wiſedome and ſuſſi- 
ciencie in all «Arts and Sciences, and ſpeciallie in the «Arte 
Militarie,than to the notable men and great Captaines of for- 
mer ages and greater antiquitie, but alſo to diſhable them 
refpect of themſelues and their ſaffiiencie, and all others alſo 
yet lining, that are men of preater yeares and antiquitie, than 

ehey are, both of our one Nation as alſo forraine that haue 
$atj 7 x 2 ſeene 
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Sir Iohn Smythe, Knight, 
ſeene and ſerned in the well ordered warres of Emperonrs or 
Kings,in times paſt; (aying (ta make the ſame more probable) 
that their warres are now graWne to greater perfettion, and 
greatlie altered from the warres of times paſt ; vpder pretence 
whereof they haue of late ſought both by publique and priuate 
perſwaſions and inducements, toreauce all our guncient pro- 
ceedings in matters /Militarie which they arejutterlie igno- 
rant of, to their oWne errors and diforders,progquring alſo (as 
much as they can) by their waine and frinolous obiettions a= 
gainſt our Archerie, to ſuppreſſe and extinguiſh the exerciſe 
and ſeruiceable vſe of Long-bowes, But now, jet vs come to 
confider, who are theſe of our Nation that doo attribute unto 
themſeltes greater wiſedome and ſufficiencie iniall eArts and 
Sciences, and eſpeciallie, m the Art e Milwtarze, than tothe 
excellent men of former times and ages, and to the auncient 
experienced men yet luuing.»+ Are they newlie fallen from hea- 
uen With ſome diuine inſtinttand bifeco renewe,reforme,ard 
teach vs the Arte e Militarie ? No, no ſuch matter but even 
ſuch as we knew children, or very yong men wit hin theſe twen= 
tie yeares. What then? are they Neblemen themſelues by title, 
or deſcended of noble and excellent fathers , ot themſelues of 

eat ſobrietie,continencie and Wwarthines of mind ? No true- 
lie, for ſach,as are N oblemen by birth , or deſcended of noble 
fathers, themſelues Worthie, doo kyowe by good education 
and inſtruttion, that experience 1s the mother of Science, and 
therefore, will not neglett nor contemne the wiſtedome and ſuf- 
ficiencie of former ages nor the opinions and indgements of the 
auncient and experiencedmen of this time, but will(With hu- 
mility)yeeldthemſelues to heare and learne by j heir experien= 
ces, What then ? are they endued with ame ſuch rare gifts, or 
corporall preſences, wiſedomes and vertues, as I baue in my 
time knoyne diners, and aoa yet knowe ſome yerie fee Jong 
Gentlemen endued Wvithall,that therefore We may admire,and 
thinke them to bee extraordinarie and notable men ? Na in 
troth,but ſome yong, and ſome now groVne to be of the middle 
age,allwhich,are but after the common ſort both in their cor- 
porall preſences, and in their Wiſedomes and pertues, wnleſſe 
| | (ports 
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to the Nobilitic of England. 
{ peraduenture )ſomtimes, when they fallinto argumet of ſome 
ſuch matters,that they would ſeeme to haue great skil of then 
indeed,they ſhew themſelues to be extraordinarie:;for inſteade 
of altadging reaſons and examples, according tothe wſe of 0= 
ther Nations, with quietnes and courteous phraſe of ſpeach, 
they argue for life and death, with ha$tie and furious wordes, 
as thiugh there were no more in the experience of men of grea« 
ter yeares, but that Which they ſay : Which im the opinions of 
all men of any mudgement,that are of Wiſe and braue I ations, 
is thought more meete for the comonſort of ſuch as are chiding 
Wome,than for men that do profeſſe any knowledge in Arts & 
Sciences, andchiefly Militarie . What? is the number great 
of theſe controllers of Antiquitie inmatters eMilitariu,that 
are infetted \vith ſo great an onerweening? (ertainely, no, the 
number of the chiefe of them is very ſmall and fewe, and ther- 


fore, ſauing for eArithmettkes ſake, not woorthie to be called 


Number, And thoſe that are poſſeſſed with this overweening, 
are ſach as do preſume of their long experience in ſuch Warres 
as they haue ſerued in, all which are more additted to'ſclfe- 
Will, newe faſhions and fancies, than to anyreaſon and experi» 
ence e Muitarie What, haue they no imitators ? Tes,many, 
that are abuſed by their perſwaſions : but yet theyare ſuch,as 
I dop thinke may bee eaſily perſWaded andreduced to better 
iudgement vpon ſound reaſons and demonitrations unto them 
ſhewed,or vpon the experience of ſome newe and well ordered 
warres . But now,l pray you, in What Warres of Emperours, 
Kings, or formed Common Wealthts haue theſe our ſuch men 
of war ſerued,and learned their great pretended kill and ſuffi 
cxengie? by the which they may With the more reaſon and ex- 
perience aſſume unto themſelues, ta condemne the ancient or 
aersand proceedings Military of amers forren warlike Nati- 
08,45 alſo of our moſt valiant and Wiſe anceſtors; or the expe- 
rienge in the Art Military, of many both forren as alſo of ſome 
anneient men , yet lining of our one Nation, un reſpett of the 
warres that they haue ſerued in;andtherefore,that vpen their 
greater experience and iudgement,they ſhould ſeeke to reduce 
all or auncient proceedings and orders eMilitarie , to their 
| 8 $3 owe. 
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T8 ther queFt on ) } dco not then merhaile,that they doo alleadge 
t | to ſet faorth and beautifie their oWne ſuſficienties,and to di{a, 
ih | ble all others both auncient and moderne, that baxe ſernedin 
| the well ordered wars of Emperoursor K "gn thatiherr wars 
| 3 are now growen to greater perfection,and greathe altered from 
| DS the wars of times paſt, in thewhich do m_ with them, 
" and the rather becauſe they verifie the olde Pronerb which is, 
's T bat ſach as were nener but jn Hell, doo thipke that there is 
{| noother Heautn . For true at ts, that the ciuile and licents- 


e145 wars of France, and the tumnltuarit and diſordered wars 
of the Lowe Countries , Which haue beene their ſchooles, and 


| the chiefe warres that ener they ſavve , baue\beene altogether 
Tak without anteformed Nilicia and diſcipline militarie,& ther= 
I fore farre different from the well ordered wars that haue binin 

2 i former times, betwixt Emperors, 'Kings, " formed common 
| wealthes. WI | 


And now,becauſe I intend in this Proemt unto your Lora- 
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ſhips,as brieflie as I can, to (hewe by what meanes our N ation 
hath verie much decated, or rather forgotten all our auncient 
orders andexerciſes Militarie,with the wonderfull enills that 

' hanueinother ages, and do now(through long peace )threaten 
' . ws againe to happen, as alſo that it hath been impoſſible for 
Par 144 met polsrble co them, or any others,to learne any Art or Serence ee 11litarie 


I [earn chart a2)5:07<0 36 rhe ciull warres of France, nar in the diſordered warres of 
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- 7a the Lowe Countries under the States, but #ather the contra- 
b ape} - þ 286 rie, that is, diſorder and confuſion. I therefore will firſt make 
1 1/6088 manifeſt by diners examples, by what meanes and accidents, 
the Art and Science Militarie hath in many Empires, King- 
Y domes and Common Wwealths, as alſo in this Kingdome, come 
| | | | 20-0 ſometimes 
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'_ tothe NobiliticofEvglau. 

ſometimes,to be wviterhie forgatten;and at other times,to growe 
to great diſorder and a :and ſo finallie,that it 55 moſt e- 

'! mident, that ſuth of our Nation as haue ſeene and ſerued in no 

| other Wars, but inſuch confuſed and diſordered Wars, as afore- 
ſaid, could no wayes attame to anic ſuch underſtanding mn the 

Art and aiſeiphne militarie that they may be anie wayes dee- 

med, or thought worthie to control or finde fault With the or- 
ders and proceedings of our wiſe and Worthie aunceFFours,nor 
of the vide and euncient Noblemen,Gentlemen and Captains 

| yet luing, that haue bene trained vpin matters of armes,a4 at 

| ſhallenidently appeare by a frvve of their infinite vnſoldzorlike 
' proceedings and diſorders,Wwhich 1 will ſet downe in the end of 

this Preface . f thinke it s enident to all men of wiſedome 

| and diſcretion,that hae read dinerſe notable Hiftortes youth 

conſideration and indgement ,' as alſo that haue Well con- - 

' fſarered of this our age, that there are twothinges of all o- 

| thersthat arethe preate$t enemies to the «Arte and ſcience 

' QMilitarie, and baue been the occaſion of the great decay, and 

oftentimes, the utter ruine of many great Empires, Kingdoms RE 

& Common Wwealths:of the which,the firſt is long peace which S814 peace 7 breed +7 1 

enſuing after great Warres to diuers T\ ations that haue had Icaes FI. prin 

notable Milicias and exerciſes Militarie in great perfett 107, r= ; e 1.10 

they by ar long peace, bane ſo much ginen themſelues10__ © oo 


# . 


" 


couetouſnes, eff eminacies and ſuperfiutties, tbat they haue _ 
ther in a great part, or els vtterlie forgotten all orders andex= | 
erciſes Mulitarie,in ſuch ſort that when they haue been forced ll 
to enter into a warre defenſine for the defence of thiir Domi« 

nions againſt any forraine Nation or Natiens,that haue had 

a puiſſant and formed Milicia, they hake been ſo voide of the 

orders & exerciſes of War of their forefathers,that ether they 

haue bin an, tn by theiy enemies inuading,or at leaſt haut 

been put in hazard of the loſſe of their eſtates and dominions, 

as it may verie Well appeare by the Fgyptians , who being one 

of in pe Nations of the world, that had the «Art and ſti- - | 

ence Mibtarie im great perfettion, by the which theywrained CN DOIN OL $4 64/1: 
* manyviltories andcongqueits, And thereby finding no Na- - gp” "_ "- 7 
| 8 Pmonthat dur#t aſſaile them , they did after by enioying long *ggnnt ABNF - "ol [ig 
"Ea þ | | peace, © 
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j- £7 Sir Tohn Smythe,Knight, 
id peace and proferitie,fo gine themſelues to their delights,cour- 
rouſneſſe and effeminacies , negletting all orders and exerciſes 
| Ne Miliarie, that being in proceſſe of tume, and in dinerſe ages 
3 8; aſſailed and inuaded by diners other Warlike N ations, that 
_ had the xArte and Science Miltarie,in great perfettion, and 
WE: 4 | were allured thereunto,partly by the wonderful fertilitie of Ke 
= Wi gypt, but chiefly, becauſe the Agyptians Were growen eff emi- 
| nate without anie orders and exerciſes Militarie , they came 
| + to be by them ſubdued and conquered , ana ener ſmce haut li- 
he Tree an; Armugh long Hed in ſubietion,and ſernituge to diutrs other N ations. The 
Hmm, f3ptuer\ rn of eruniocy Macedonians and Grecians alſo,that had under that notable 
=_ F570 =r2-0-54congqueronr, Alexander thegreat, ana other notable Princes 
« Ed - hips and Captains of thoſe N atuons, the eArte Militarie in great 
perfettion, whereby they atchiened many notable victories and 
congue#ts,did after, by lining in long peace,accompanied with 
great diſſention, couetouſnes and ſuperflunies,fo forget al their 


orders and exerciſes Militarie,that they came to be conquered 
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bythe Romancs : and of late yeares by there like negligence in 
CID matters of warre,Were viterly ſubdued and brought mto ſer- 
0 Pgmaxes gromee nitude by the Turkes . T he Romana alſs themſelues, after 


; lem LC £ | | : THF 4 þ* | 
1 eomace engss "00 rbat they had by their notable milicia,atchrened wonder fill 


ger To boo conguered 5, Vittoriesand conqueits,through the peace hut of a fi\v yeares, 
Z/ ahailal, did orowe ſotoderay in their diſcipline Militarie that Han= 
__niball chat notable ( aptaine of C arthage, atchieuing dinerſe | 
vittories in Spaine againiF1ht Romanes, and marching with 
| hisarmy through France , |\and paſſing the mountaie of the 
| Alpes, did (befire that the Romances could renue ana reduce 
themſelues to their auncient Milicia )inuade Italic, and Wwoon 

| diners notable battailes,and killed diners of their Conſuls and 
45 their whole Armies, and put Rome it ſelfein great feare to. 
be ſackedand conquered. | «And if We lis to conſider of our 
 owne (ountrieand Nation in diners ages, omitting infinste 
Ac... "numbers of other examplegof greater antiquitie, 4s alſo of la. 


a9 5 2hr0ugh loop peage growerSOT Ages 3 WE MAY ſee,that our aunceFtonrs the Saxons, that 


=p offer emyFacy bath bene con: conquered and expulſed the Britans (the aunciente## inhabi- 
F” 'by ras tantsof this Realme ) byrtaſon that they (found them altoge- 
ther without any orders and exerciſes Militarie,Wpholie ginen 

= ; to 


ro the Nobilitic of England. | 

to idlenes,uitiouſnes & delights the ſame Saxons after,by log 
peace with forren Nations, bewg giuen to couetouſnes , Vice, 
and ſuper fluities,as alſo tociuule drſention amongſt themſclues 
at home,did ſo confound and forget their x Arte and Science 
e Militarie, by thewhich they in former times had bene con- 
querazrs, that they themſeluzs came after to be conquered by 
the Danes, and ſhortly after by the Normans. eAll which 
examples of conqueits,and daungers of conquering, with infi- W& 5 
nu others of great Empires, Kingdoms and Common wealths | 
baue proceeded chiefly through the neghgence of their Prin- | 
ces, Rulers and « M agittrates,who through long peace , and 
onermuch ſecuritie, did gourrne their ſubiettes onely by lawes 
politike , negletting and contemning all orders and exerci- 
1-1 ſes Militarie . eAnd this dooth moit manifeitly appeare 
| 3 by many notable Hiftories that doo containe great attions. 
| be ſecondcauſe which doth confonud and diſorder all diſ= , _ # 11.58 
| | ciplive and orders Militarie ts, intefFine and ciuile Warres,as \. © wade a 
43-1 we may ſee by many examples,of the which for breuities ſake," OT NN 
$7 a will only alleage tWo;the one ancient,& the other of this time. 

T he firſt « of the Arabians,which nation, under Mahomet 
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| 
' 
| 


that falſe prophet, hw ſucceſſors, Halifas,conquereda great 

| part of Europe, Affrike and Aſia, & were( ſo long as they had 
T4 but one ſupreme Halita or Prince, to gonerne the Arabians 
| i andal their dominions by them conquered )ſo mighty through 


their excellent Mulicia, that no forren T\ ation dur$t aſſaile 


them. But after, by their long liuing in peace and great proſ- 
. | peritie; inthe end, through the victouſaes and inſufficiencie of 
, one of eheir ſupreme Halitas, that at that time raigned ouer 
/ them, fell to reuolt and inte8Þinewars amongſt themſelues, 
'2 ſtriuing for the ſupreme throne and gonernement, in ſuch ſort, 
, that in fe yeres, they did ſo corrupt and confound their anci= - , - _ 
e ent diſcipline Miultarie,ch ſo Weaken themſelues by many Ca] he ferns neg pro 
4 fuſed battels, ſackings and ſpoiles; and by diniding their great AY =" AGM 5 Fl 
| Empire into diners partes , under diuers Halifas , that the” © | 
"| || Turkes (4 new N ation, who had an excellent Milicia) did 
65 ' #nkade their domimnions, and within fey yeares brought them 
od | #nto ſubieftion to the Turkic Empire. | 11-8 
| | »* x Naw F 
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ow the other example, Which is of our time, ts Fraunce, 
which kingdome (vntill Lewes!the elenenth did ſerue himſelfe 
with mercinarics ) had a well ordered Milicia; offenſine and 
aefenſine, and that chefiy on harſebacke,and 'yet ainers yeares 
' | hadſome reliques and remnants of the ſame; but nowe in this 
*RHI!! | later time, the French 71\ ation , hauing contmued (cauen or 
2 F548 eight and twenty yeargs im cinile Warres amongeſt themſelues, 
they hauc ſo corrupted and confounded all their ancient orders 
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1 | and proceedings in matters Multerie , that thry haue at ths 
| Till. preſent, no ſhew,token,nor mention of the fame, but diſorder, | | 
#} / diſobedience and confiiſion ; Which hath proceeded of the like 
Hil caiſes that brought the Arabians and many ether Nations 

| | 


1 (through inte$Fine Warres ) to gorrupt and tonfound their 


be Et _  Arteand Science /Militarie , as it (hall more particularly a - 
S Ls bh . ' , xi ” 
LW Zegrn at thy make > peare by that Which followeth.f think all men of experience On 
£ STS KC. 27 7 £1 Pg 1; ' g 2 | { . 
Kt - #1 (comms mdgement in matters of Warre ao\know,that the firſt && prin. 


i cipall thing that us requiſite to: aſſemble and forme an armie, 
= © _ orarmic, and tokeepe the ſame in obedience with good effeFt, 
ot Le” Mey 9 2: -:pirnets treaſure, to maintaine pay andyeward, with ſenere execus 
[i] ! Eo ame tionofexcellent Lawes Miluatie), Which, what Prince ſoe- 
| wer he bethat hath withſufficient Generals, other Officers, 

- 10 commaund and gouerne,may very well haueia well ordered 
MJilicia;by reaſon that noſoultionrs well payd,and chiefly be. 

3ng ſubicfts tothe Prince that they ſerue, can we any excuſes 

nt to obſerue alllaWwes and orders Militarie, of Sea or Land, 

T owne,(ampe or Field . Beſiges that, wpon any tranſoreſſi= 
on of orders, it 1s IaWofull for the Captains and Iygber Officers, 

; to corrett reforme and puniſh,atcording tothe lawes and ordi- 
nances Militarie : from whence t commerh topaſſe , that e= 

uen as the Citizens of a wel ordered (itie,throwoh the execu- 

tion of good laWes,ciml and crimmall,by excellent gouernors, 

doo line in great order , quietnes andproſperitie , without any 

cinile diſſention : Enenſo, an eArmie m the field , being well 

payed, prouided for and gouerned, doo line as orderly in towne, 

campe and field, without robbing, ſpoiling, or otherwiſe inte 

ring any other, but the commonenemie. | 

Now to maintaine , and continue theſame ; it dooth be- 
| | Wis hoxe 
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tothe NobilitieofEngland. 
houe @ King in his lingdome, and thieflie-in the bedie of the _ _._ 


LoL hee, 


ſame to be well obeyed; that by the quiet obedience of his ſub-_/\- Fe _— 
zetts, lhe may receine all bis cuſtonzes, rents and renenewes,..” 7 < MO Sie Wolf 
with all other ſubſidzes and aides, that of antiquitie his pro= L, -. "F 
genitors hane accuſtomed to receive ;, With newe ſupplies of 
men and munitions from time to time to ranforce his Armie 
or Armies. eAll Which, the French Kings ( through their 
ſubietts ſo often taking Armes, and ſuch mteſtine Wwarres ſo 
| manie yeares) baue ſo come to want, that they haue not had 
anie meanes poſſible ro maintaine any other but a deformed 
and aiſordered Milicia ; by reaſon that the Nobilitie and } 
Princes of the bloud, vppon diners legitimate cauſes by them 
pretended, with their friends and followers, taking eArmes 
againſt them, a great\part of the reuenewe of the Crowne,Wwith 
all other cuſtomes, ſubſidies and aides, hane in diners Cities, 
T ownes and Proumces, come to ceaſe, and the ſame tobe en- 
zoyed by the Kings enemies armed : by meanes Whereof the 
French Kings, that haue lined in. the times of theſe inteſtine 
Warres, haue not had treaſure to pay their Armies, whereby 
to keepe their men of warre in any diſcipline ; Beſides that, 
by thoſe continuall difjentions , they haue lackt a great part 
of their Nobilutie and ſubiefts, to ranforce their «Armies. 
T he, Nobilinie alſo, and Princes of the bloud, that haue con-= 
tinued m Armes againſt their Kings (notwithſtanding their 
wvſurped renenewe and treaſure of the Crovne) haue beene as 
little, or leſſe able to pay therr men of Wwarre; ſo that, all the 
Snteftine and cuull warres, that haue continued ſo manie 
yeares mn France, With the ſlaughter and deſtruftion of ſuch 
anfinzte numbers of all ſorts of people , bane beene maintat- 
ned and continued tumultuaritie, more hy ſpoyle , ſedition, 
paſſpn and fattion ; than by any pay,order,and diſcipline Mi- 
Fare. þ IPRS 
Whereof it hath come to paſſe, that ſuch Armies as haue 
ferued wnder the French Kings, or vnder the VN obilitie, that 
haut continued in armes agamſt them, (how good Officers & 
gonuernors ſoeuer they had)could not hane any certen nor _ 
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- andno hope of rewardfor extraordinary 
-+c4-4e20 paſſe,that rhe ſouldiors thereby being made woluntary,hauc 


Sir Iohn Sw ae Keigh, 


red Milicia; by reaſon, that chod the lacke of certaine 
why i hath LAs 


obeyed their (apraines no othar\piſe. than hath pleaſed them 
ſelues altering and changing their Weapons,as alſs themſelues 
out of one band into an other, and ſometimes horſemen to be- 
come fooremen , and footemen to become horſemen z ; beſides 
their forraping and ſtragling from their E [12 ones Without or- 
aer; as allo their meghgrnee: and lacke of + argilancie i in their 
watches, bodies of watches and centinels , and by diſordering 
themſelues vponeuery light occaſion bathiin battalion, ſqua- 
dron and troupe : Captaines alſo , bane oftetimves formed , or 
rather deformed their bands ,both on horſebacke and on foot, 

With armors and weapons, neW'mmuented by themſelues, with 
out controlment, av erent from all orders /Mulitarie. T he Ge. 


nerals,and Whole armies alſo, both of the one ſide andofthe o- 
ther haue very ſeldome,or nentr according tothe Arte Mili. 


rarie lodged themſelucs in any campe formed, but difperſed 
and ſcattered by bands mm many T ownes and Uillages with 
great diſorder . Beſides that, both ( aptaines,, Souldiors and 
all other men of warre,for lacke of ordinary py, haue laned a 
great deale more ypon the ſpotle, and miſuft ng of the common 
people, their fellow-ſubietts and; friends, than wpon any ſpoue, 

or annoying of the enemy armed: through which great diſor- 
ders and lack of prenie, P—_— to all diume 6 humane lawes, 

it hath come to paſſe,that ſuch Officers, Captains and Souldi= 
ours that haue ſerued any long time in ſuch licentions and 
tumultuarie wars (be they ſubzetts or mercengries ) can very 
hardly after be reformed and reduced tocontaine themſelues, 

and hu vnader any diſcipline Military ;where Iuſtice without 


fauour ts executed, becauſe theynener before liued under any 
ſenerity of lawes Martiall,but haue ſpent their times, &+ lear= 


ned their chiefe ſoldtorie,in ſuch diſordered & licentions Wars, 
where in reSþett of ſþ vile and) gazne, they baue accounted pn 
holden both friends & enemits alin one reckoning and de 

NoW the cinilwars of France poght growen to be ſod; Arm 


red, & without any diſcipline rprong their hea aiſſentie 
ons 
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to the Nobilitie of England. 
#ns (as I banc before mentioned) with many other diſorders, 
a great deale more orderlie,and particularlie ſet dovyne by that 
braue folaier, Monſieur dela Noue in his diſconrſes : how | 
farre of further ,then rs it enidet that the tumnltuarie,& con- 
fuſed warres of the Lowe Countries haue been from all order 
& diſcipline Mulitarie, where both mercenaries and ſubzetts, 
hane ſerued under ſubietts,called by the twtle of States ? which 
' gonernment hath been popular,and conſiſted of ſundrie heads, 
' andofthoſe verie fawe Noble; but £Merchants,(itiFens and 
' Burghers; Whoſe pay as it Was manie yeares tothe Engliſh, 
French and other mercenaries more by words and promiſes, 
than by any good performance : ſo the ſernices of (uch hire= 
lings, were as diſordred,and voide of all diſcipline Milttarie ; 
as it bath moſt manifeſtlie appeared by their proceedings and 
attions ; ſome part of the which, ( by the helpe of almightie 
God)1 will ſet downe, that thereby it may be apparantlie diſ= 
couered, what kind of men of warre thoſe diſordred Warres of 
the Lowe Countries haue bred and brought forth and of whas 
experience and ſafficiencie, they may bee eſteemed to be, that 
doo With ſuch an ouer\weening diſeſteeme, and condemne the 
great (aptaines of times paſt, as alſo the old men of warre of 
diners N ations yet luuing,tn refpett of themſelues ; ſaying fur- 
ther, that their Warres of the Low Countries doofarre exceed 
and excell the warres of times paſt in all perfettion. «And 
therefore, I Will ſet downe and compare part of the opinions, 
proceedings and orders Miitarie, of the great Captaines and 
men of Warre, both auncient and moderne ; With the ſtraunge 
opinions, weve kinds of Milicias(or rather Malicias,and dif- 
orderlie proceedings of our ſuch men of warre.eAndin al thoſe 
things which I in this Preeave Will mention concertting then 
and their wonderfull errors and diſorders Militarie, I will not 
fet dovone anie thing of mine owne knowledge, nor inuented, 
nor deniſed by me,but a verie fey of the ſmalleſt of an infinite 
number of their diſorderlie proceedings, contrarie to all pietie, 
and diſcipline Militarie, which I baue heard manie,&+ mane 
. F1me3publikelie reported by manie valiant Gentlemen of our 
Nation,that hane deteſted the ſame; diners of the which _ 
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Sir Tohn-Smythe,Knight, 
of verie good houſes, and not anie one of them but that bath 
ſerned in thoſe warres, ſome of them fifteene or ſixteene Jeares 
paſt, in the time of the Commendadbr major Requelcnes, 
others of them a dozen yeares paſt in the time of on luande 
Auſtria,and others at the Earle of Leicelters going oucr, and 
alſo before. eAll which Gentlemen hauing been eye Wwitneſ- 
ſes of thoſe wonderfull diſorders ( which haue redownded to 
the conſumption and loſſe of many thouſands of yong Gentle- 
men, Teomen, and Yeemen ſonnes, and others of the moſt diſ= 
poſt and luſtie ſort of people of our Nation) bane mooued me 
(not vpon any hate, I proteſt, that f beare vnts any of them in 
respett of my ſelfe, but onlie for the great love that I beare to 
my Prince, (ountrie and Nation) to commit thoſe things with 
great blames Writing, to the zntent that hereafter the ſame 
may be ſome kind of terror to all others totake ſuch barbarous 
and baſe proceedings in hand. eAnd therefor, will proceed to 
the matter, || BE 1M 

Firſt, it is very Well knoWnt to all men of experience and 
mdgement in matters of Armes,that allſuch great Captames 
as bane been Licutenants geneyalls to Emperours, Kings, or 

formed Common Wwealths,or that with regiments of their owne 


BE | hk — NW ation haue ſerued forrame Princes, as mercenaries (know- 
TV  / ,- mg that Juſticessthe Prince of all order and gonernment both 

FURY PRAM OY ALLOY |, bs '. if ; 
FLO 2-461 $2 Wwarre and peace,by the which God is honoured and ſerxed, 
6: — and Magiſtrates and Officers obeyed) baue at the firſt form- 

FW }- ©. _ _ ang of their eArmics or ſuch Regiments, by great aduiſe of 
| ps >. L.... Counſelleſtabliſhed ſundrie lawes both Polutique and eMat- 
why - hs 5 trail, ith Officers for the ſuperintending and due execution of 
1B the ſame,which haue beennotifiedto all their men of warre, as © 
4 alſo at euerie incampmg or lodging bane been ſet,written or 


printed in certaine tables m connenient places for all ſoldiers 
and men of Wwarre to behold, to the intent that none might 
. 2 18 tranſgreſſe through ignorance : All Which byſome of the chiefe 
of our ſuch mercenarie men of warre haue been ſo utterly con- 
bp:  femned,or by them not underſtood, that they neuerwſed ane 


s "+ By 7, en gapteny Sd ets. as Ms "WONETIER 
= oo  % IF" 0 "9 WY act 
% 


ſuch matter, but in ſtead of the ſame, haue onlie ſet dovnea | 
verie fey written lawes, altogether cunningly and artificiallie,  * 
[| | trending | 


: 
1 
: 


' tothe Nobilitic of England. 
tending to terrifie their ſoldiers from demanding of their paies 
due; as uijo from complaining of the miſuſages of their Cap- 
raines and higher Officers : but to terrifie them from ſpoyling, 
robbing, and taking by force from the common countrie people 
their friends, With many other great offences, there Was no 
probibition,nor penaltie of lawes ſet downe; they often terming 
thoſe to he beſt ſoldiers that could liuewithout pay, by ſteal 
and ſpoyling moſt ; ſaying further, that to forme and eStabli[ 
many lawes politique and Martiall, it was the manner of old 
aunſicall Captaines m times paſt , Who did not underſtand 
rheir excellent diſcipline of this time, and that all laWwes o 
T o\yne, Campe and Field ſhould bee in the Wiſedome and diſ- 
cretion of the Generall; Which their groſſe and ignorant con- 
ceites, through their lacke of mſtice, coſt the lies of a great 
ſort of braue men ; for in ſtead of proceeding orderlie vppon 
lawes Militarie eſtabliſhed (as aforeſaid) they proceeded ace 
cording to ſuch lawes as they conceined mm their oWwne ſimple 
bratnes| Whereof it hath come to paſſe, that manie of honeſt 
parentage haue geen condemned to death upon atuers offences, 
that the tranſoreſſors themſelues haue not knowne to be tranſ= 
preſſion of aeath,and others that haue committed as great,or 
greater offences, haue eſcaped with vere lutle or no puniſhment 
at all. 
eſo whereas in all ages and times,all Emperenrs, Kings, 
and formed (ommon wealthes , that haue employed their 
eneralls with ,Armies either in warres off enſiue or defen= - a i 


f , 4 
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ſue, bane eſtabliſhed a Counſell of men of great ſuſſiciencie 0a» 457 
both inwarre and peace to aſſiſt ther Generals, of the Which can 2 4 770 /pet 
ſome of the chiefe Officers of the «Armie,by the right and due fg - 
of their Offices, Were alwaies of the ſame counſel, ay alſo ſome 

otheys,according to the choiſe and liking of ſuch Princes, and 

this, to. the intent that their Generalls in all important mat= 

ters ſhould conſult With them : T he concluſion,and reſolution 

of ſuch conſultations notwithſtanding to remaine in the Wiſe. 

dome, tudgement and valour of the Generalls. And that like= 

Wiſe it bath bin alwaies the wſe of all mercenarie Coronels both | 


Almancs ard Italians, that haze been hired into the ſeruices 
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Sir Iohn Styie, Koight, 


of forraine Princes vpon all important occaſions to conſult with 
their Sergeants Maiwr:,andcerteme other C aptaines and Of- 


ficers for thewell ordring ard gouernzng of their Regiments. 


Euen fo contrariwiſe , ſome. of our chieſt men of warre that 
hae hadgreat charges in the Lowe (ountriewarres,haue not 
onelie contemned and diſdamed to haue ante counſell about 
them, or to take counſell of ſome of their Captaines and other 
Officers, bur haue alſo ſpoken to the blame and reproach of 


ſome notable and very ſuſſiczent G eneralls of this time becauſe 


they haue vſed in all important matters to conſult With their 
Counſellors, ſaying, that they were therefore verie ſimple men,. 
and that they were able to doo nothing of themſelues, but onlie 
by the aduiſe of Counſell.By the which,our ſuch men of warre 
haue not onelie ſhewed a wonderfull onerWecming, and lacke of 
diſcretion in thoſe their vaine and fond opinions ; but alſo haue 
inthe pouernment of their charges (which Was altogether of 
their owne heads) ſhewed themſelues as fond and vorde of all 
reaſon and order Militarie. «eAlſo,whereas all wiſe and ſuffi- 


SE F ' crent Generalls and Coronels haue alwaies had ſpecial regard, 
- "when the Enemie hath not beenneere at hand : - that their Ser= 
geants Maiors,Captaines,& other Officers ſhould oftentimes 


in the fieldreduce their bands & regiments mto diners formes, 
and to teach their ſoldiers all orders Militarie,with the wſe of 
their Weapons in enerie degree, time and place, as alſo how to 
lodge in their quarters orderhie, and therewithall to under 
ſtand the orders of watches, bodies of watches, centinells, 
rounds,and lanrerrennts wiith many other matters Milita- 
rie whereby they might be made prompt ad readieto encoun= 
ter with the Enemie : ſo contrariwiſe, our ſuch men of warre 
in the Lowe Countries did very ſeldome, or rather neuer in- 


ſftruft nor teach their ſoldiers any ſuch matter wherebyit hath 


come to paſſe,that their ald ſolaters Piquers with their piques, 
Harquebuzzers and Moſguettiers with their Weapons of fire, 
haue in certaine trainings here in England ſhewed and ſed 
ſach Matiches,as they haut giuen occaſion to bee ſcorned and 
laughed at, by ſuch old 06; ook of lata as haue ſeene 


their doings 1 
eAnd 


= | TOP 22 


fame ſhould be by them fitlie and aptlie Worne, and from time 


| _.__ tothe Nobilitie of England. — © | 
offs! whereas alſo all men of Warre in times paſt haue had FD gee 
ſecrall care that all their ſoldiers ſhould be fitlie apparelled and. 
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armed, according to the different weapons that all ſorts of thew-,.,) 43-:vo -/ 


foldrers did vſe, and that they ſhould not lacke any of their 


weapons, nor any part or peece of their armours,but that the 


80 time kept cleane and neate : So contrarivviſe , ſome of our 
ſuch men of warre baue holden theſe matters for ſuch rifles, 
that they hae had /o little care thereof, that they haue been 
contented to ſuffer their ſoldiers to goe enill weaponed, and 
worſe armed,and many of them Without any kind of armour at 
all, and in their apparell ali to be totterd and torne, and ſome 

of them bare legged, or bare footed like roger: a thing next 
before beard of any age,that men of warre, and chiefiie the 
Engliſh nation, going to the aide of a firraine Nation and the 
countrie and prople wonderfull rich and plentiful in all abun= 
dance, and their Captainesthemſelues verie gallant in appa« 
rell,end their purſe full of gold; that their ſoldiers ſhould be 

in ſach poore and miſerable eftate, Alſo,whereas it hath been 

the fe of all great Captaines and Chieftaines, pon anie long - | 
march > enterpriſe mmtended,with all foreſight & pronidence” EO TOTS (4) 
$0 promide plentie of vittuall, and all other things neceſſarie for —— »/ -,1 ol” 
the ſufFmnance of all their ſoldirrs, euen to the meaneft &+ leaſt , 

of accompt; as alſo of great ſtore anaplenticof powder & ſhor, 

wath ſome ouerplus of weapons of dikers farts for al accidents & 
employments,with al other things requiſite: So ſome of our ſuch 

men of warre vpon their occaſions of marches andenterpriſes, 

bane prenided plentse of vittuall onlie for themſelues and their 
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Plowere ſuffering their bands &+ regin ers to ſtrap ple,c> ſpoyle 


the people of the Countrie oftentimes to their ovpne miſcbiefs, 
”mthereſt to take their aduentures and ſorvetimes to ſtarne, or 
at leaſt to be drivento great extremiticof hager Beſides that, 
for powder, ſhat and onerplus of weaps:s,t bey haue pronidedno 
wore than that which their ſoldters $87 carried about them, 
which hae been with great ſcarcitie; Which doth argue their 
ſmall care of the health &: [afetie of therr ſoldiers, x in little 


i antention to doo anygreat burt to the enemie,and therewithall. 
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Sir lLohnSmythe,Kaight, 
agreat ignorance in the «Art and Science Militarie. eAnd 
whereas alſo in all well ordered Milicias, the commendatio; 
and ſufficiencie of all Generalls,Coronells, Captaines and the 
Officers,hath conſiſted in knowimg hoW to command, gokerne, 
and order their eArmies, Regiments, bands and companies, 
and to Wwinne the loue of ther ſoldzers by taking great care of 
their healths and ſafeties, as alſs by all examples of vertueand 
worthines, not. onlie by inſtryttion, but alſo by attion in their 
owne perſons, venturing their lines wn all ations againſt the 
(c.., enemie among ſt them and therevithall accompting of them in 
ſichnes and health, or wounds receiued, as of their oVyne chil= 
aren; and that all Coronells and (aptaines of horſemen, ac- 
cording to all diſcipline, hane uſed to ſerue amongſt their horſe. 
men on horſcbacke, and that all (oronells and Captaines of 
footmen, yea euen the verie Lientenants generals, and Kings 
themſelues (if their Armies and forces of the field haue Con= 
ſiſted more of footmen than of horſemen) haue alwaies vſed by 
all diſcipline Militarie, ypgon the occaſion of anie battaule, to 
put their horſes from they, and to ferue on foote, and to ventty 
their luues in the former xankes. Entn ſo contrariwiſe,the neW 
diſcipline of ſome of our chiefe men of warre of the Lowe Coun- 
tries hath been, nener to Winne nor procure the loue of their 
ſolarers by anie aff abilitie or fanour ſhewed vnto them, nor yet 
by anie care taking for their healthes and ſafeties,and vpon a= 
ne accidents of ſicknes,or wounds receided,they have preſent= 
lie diſefFeemed them, as baſe and vile CreAtUres, Neuer Cong- 
ming amongſt thens neither in ſicknes nar health but onlie yp- 
pon occaſion of ſeruice : and for ane imnFftruttion or examples 
of vertue and worthines inthe ations of their one perſons to 
be ſhewed amongſt their, olaiers,tt bath not been their delight 
nor profeſſion ; and for them to haue imitated the great and 
famous Captaines of al other times,both ancient and moderne, 
in venturing their lues amongst their ſoldiers ( as aforeſaid J 
according to their Milicia, that hath conſiited more of faot- 
men than of horſemen, it hath been contrarie to their newe 
diſcipline which hath not permitted that they ſhould learne a- 
me thing of ante great Captaines , but Y, of them{elues - 
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to the Nobilitic of England. 
whertof it hath come to paſſe, that ſome of our ſuch chiefe men 
of warre in the Low Countries, whoſe trength mthefield hath 
conſitFed of farre greater numbers and forces of footmen than 
horſemen ,and that ſome other ordinarie { aptames alſo, whoſe 
charges hane conſiſted onlie of footmen, haue ( preſentlie vpon 
their ſquadrons formed,and approach or ſight of the Enemie ) 
mounted vppon horſes of ſwift Cartires, and either haue ac= 
tompanied their footmen vpon the flankes or rereward, being 
fo well mounted, or els hake put themſelues inta ſome bands of 
horſmen ; 4s though it were againſt their reputation toſerue on 
foote amongFt theur ſoldiers ; or rather (as ut may be thought) 
rhat wppon anie hard accident they might be reagie (leaum 
their ſoldiers to the ſlaughter) to ſane themſelues rather wit 
the force of their heeles and ſpurres, than with a7 be of 
ſword, which amongft manie other hath been one ſþectal cauſe 
that there haue been ſo great numbers of ſoldiers at diners 
times conſumed and ſlaine,and neuer anie (hieftaine,nor any 
other of our ſuch men of Warre. Which their newe diſcipline 
# ſach a mockerie, and ſo contrarie to all order e Militarie, 
a4 that ſuch are not to bee accoumpted worthie to take the 


yrs 2 of men,nor yet to bee yeckoned ameng#t the number of 
folaters. ; 
And whereas alſo all great (aptaines,Chieftaines, and men Fi F--£ 
of charge haue holden for a Maxime, to preſerue by all meanes /* © >, v4 
poſſible rhe lines of their ſoldiers , and not to employ and has" ” fa 
zard them vppon euerie light occaſion, and tlerewithall toe= : 
ſteeme the preſeruation of the lines of a verie fewe of their ſol- 
diers , before the killing of great numbers of their enemnes : 
Enen ſo contrarivpiſe, the new diſcipline of ſome of our men of 
Warre in the Lowe Countries, hath been,to ſend, and employe 
their ſoldiers into manie daungerans and vaine exploites and 
ſeruces, Without any reaſon AMilitavie, hauing ſare regard to 
their owne ſafeties , as though they deſired and hoped to hae 
more gaine and profite by the dead pates of their ſoldiers laine, 
than encreaſe of reputation by the atchieuing and prenailing 
in ante ſuch enterpriſes. | | > 38 
4 Beſides that, i hath been ſometimes a prattiſe by ſome of 4 
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Sir lohn Smythe, Kvight, 
our ſuch men of warre , when they haut borne ante hatred 
or malice to ſuch as haue, jerked under them, to acuiſe ſome, 
dangerous enterpriſe of purpoſe to employ the in, from whence 
they might hardly eſcape pub therr lines, ro he intent that 
they might hit two p Pa ) at one ſhoote, that 1s, take revenge 
of ſuch as they hated,and gaine the dead paiesof ſuch as were, 
there ſlaine; Which was gn anfirnall nuention. eAnd thul 
would not haue ſet doVone if 1 bad not heard it moſt conft ant» 
lic affirmed by ſome of thoſe themſelues,that hae been of pure 
poſe ſent to ſuch banquets, ard h we with great daunger eſcas 

ped out of ſuch enterpriſes. eAnd whereas there tz notbing 


"1. more requiſite to keepe men of warre in obedience and diſc+ 


.»»+ pline,than pay and good wſage of their Chieframes, Coronells, 
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(aptaines, and other Officers, (which hath been the cauſe 
thin al wel or deved harvee beth ancye angimoderne, the 
Generalls, (biefraines and 'C aptaines, banc alwaies ved ta 
procure and liberallie to pay, or toſee the ſame paied ta theiy 
{eldiers, without defrauding them of any part thereof: )ſo ſome 
of our ſuch men of Warre hake in thoſe narres procured pay for 
their foldrers;. but \phen they hae obtained and rectined it, 
they haue vſed diners Wares to defraude them of the ſame, but 
chieflie t\vo,ſpecrallie to be noted; of the Which the firſt hath 
been, that preſently vpon. the recezpt of their pay, (or els that 
they haue been aſſured that they ſhould receiue the ſame) withs 
ina day or tvo dates affer, they haue preſentle deniſed ſome 
verie Aaungerous enterpriſe to employ their bands ard compa» 
nies in,to neake proofe how manie #n ſuch exploytes jhould leeſe 
their hucs, that they might enrich themſelues by their dead 
pries ; during Which employments, ſame of aur ſuch chieft men 
of warre that d: uijed the ſame, remained in great tones fed- 
fting,banquetting and carowſing with therr dames, And theiv 
ſecond policie and prathife hath been, that they haue plainke 
kept and conuerted (or dad Wi peruerted) agreatpartthereef 
to their owne wſes, lodgirg 


their folarers diſperſed and ſtrag- 
ling in Villages, and inſtead of pay naue ſuffered them to goe 
alla picorce, that was, to robbe and ſpoyle the Boores thesx 
" frienas: whereupon ut came to paſſe, tat the Boores fenirg 
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felues, and ſtoodepon therr gardes, m ſuch ſort, that at times 


to the Nobilitic of England. 


ſuch mercenaries more than their enemies , did arme thens-= 


1 cot-the liucs of 4. great number J our braue I ation. And 
for Captaines , dinerſe wayes to become Merchams , and 
chiefly an ſelling ther bandes one 10 an other , as alſa um let- 
ting them to farme for a yearely rent unto therr Lieutenant, 
as if they were flockes of milch Ewe , ut hath beene tos of< 
ren put in prattiſe . eAnd Whereas alſo, all Generalls and 
(hefetaines of all Nations of ane iudgement, vpon the ape 
proch of any Cutte,T owne, or place fortified, haue vſed to ap+ 
proch theſame with trenches, croſſe-trenches, gabions , and 
dinerſe other ordinary and extraordinary inuentions., (Accor- 
ding wvnto the ſcituation of the ground.) for the preſeruing, 
and ſauing of the lies of their Souldiors, and that they haue 
not offered to gine any aſſault, untill by the battery andeffeft 
of great Orainaunce, planted vppon wap Cauelecres (by vs 
called Mounts) or by battery from the counterſcarfe cat and 
opened,the flankers of the bulwarkes, platformes, and rexelins 
baue beene taken away , and the eArtllerie of the mWward 
Mounts diſmount?d , and a ſufficient breach in the Curtine 
made afſaultable, with the arie or Wet dutches filled to take 
away the effeties of Calamates , as alſs to make the ene 
tranceof tht Souldiors intothe ditches and breach more ea. 
fie , and wah leſſe daunger; and otherwiſe With great or 
der of therr «Armies of horſemen ana footemen reduced in- 
to Wing $4144dr 01 and other formes , for the garde of their 
(ampes and Field : So contrari\vife , our (uch men of warre 
( being ignorant of all diſcipline. eMilitarie ) bane bene ſo 
prodrgall of the lies of their Soutdiors, that they baue diners 
times ſent them (as it were to the butchery ) to giue aſſault to 
certaine thonces, and other ſuch fortifications , without any 
ſuch order of approach,or taking away any flankers,or making 
any breach, 1 
Beſides that, in this later time(l meane within theſe very 
fewe yeares.) mo#b proſely and ignarantly in the time of Win= 
ter, with ſome thou(andes of our brane Erg'1ſh people,they laie 
wy « KK Z footing 
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ythe,Knight, 

eekes againft ſore great Towne 
well fortified, with a broad and 4 large ruer.nanigable being 
betwixt them , Without anie other wayes beſjeging of it, ther 
Campe lying in a Wet mooriſh ground, where therr ſoldzors in 
their watches and centinelsſtoode to the midlegges in dyrt & 
wyre, With froft, ſnow, razne and myits, and ſmall ftore of 


Sir Iohn Si 


ſhooting off gunnes divers 


vittuall , and at their dt ing from thence , ard diſladge 
ſtragling by bands, yy#t hout-any chiefetame to dirett and go- 
werne them . eAll which dzſorders coſt the lines of ſome thou 
ſands of our gallant Engliſh N ation , the dead payes of the 
which ſo great numbers of, ſauldzars ſo fondly and wilfully caft 
away,did redound greatly to the enriching of ſome of our ſuch 
men of warre . eAnd noWv yn the ſame later time, when all 
things ſhould by all reaſon haue beene reduced wnto order and 
diſcipline, becauſe the natgre of the Warre Was altered from 
mercenary and volurMy f princely authorgrie ; I meane the 
Sommer before the Earle! of Leiceſter went oner, our ſuch 
men of war that had ſerued diners yeates before in thoſe parts 
deniſeda newe invention , neuer heard nor read of before a« 
mongith any men of warre , but onely vpon fome great lackes 


14:11:45 andextremities, and that was, that their Soldtors, in ſtcade 
s 4 7 


of pay with money , ſhould, be py inProuand, Which was 
bread and cheeſe, and other ſuch vittuall of the befF cheape 
and baſeFt fort, and that tyxed by meaſure; ſaymg, that it 
was not conuentent that their Souldters ſhould receine their 
owne payes, becauſe they knewe not haW to lay out thine. 
ney, but that they would ſpend it 1dlely'; Which ſimplicity and 
rwnorance, if it had beene 1m them (as it was not) they , and 
their officers, by good inFruttzon ſhould haue reformed the 
ſame . But ſuch couetousynen of warre, vnder that pretence 
(as though their Souldiotrs had beene either naturallfooles 
or children) did contrarie\to all Militarie order put the grea- 
teſt part of thetr Souldiors|pay into they oWne purſes,allowing 
them great ſcarcity of Prquand. By which means it came ts 
paſſe, that diners thouſands of their Souldtars mm thoſe plenti- 
full Countries, partly by bunger,and partly by euill lodging, = 
altogether by the ſmall cate and miſuſe of our ſuch men of 


Warre 


tothe Nobllitie of England. 
Warre did periſh, Beſides that, ge numbers of ſuch their | 
ſacks, and ſtatued Souldiors, by the order of the Earleof Let- 
celter, were un thoſe partes embarked , and traniþorted into 
Eſlex,Kent,and other partes of England, toreconer health, 
of which Brelaid great numbers of miſerable 5 pitiful ghoſts, 
x:4-:4 or rather ſhadowes of men, the E\lex and Kentiſh carts and 
| carters (that\carried them) can tet ifie ; of Which, ſcarce the 
fortieth maneſcaped with life. «Allo,Wwhen any of their Sol- 
diors, through the naughtines, or ſcarcitie of ther vittuall,or 
by their euill lodging , or bythe peStering , or lying of tWo or 
three hundred of them together in ſome one Church , and ſo 
in diuers(harches, vpon the barepauements, or vpon diners 
other diſorders, and miſuſages of ſonie of our ſuch men of War, Wi 
fell ſicke ; our ſuch men of warrepreſently did caſſe , and diſ= | 
charge them out of their bands for dead men , turning their || | 
Prouand money With all onerpluſſes, jnto their owne purſes, 
procuring newe ſupplies of well apparelled,and luity Jong men 
out of England, tothe mtent to ſerue their oWyne turnes , and 
to conſume peaple after people. +I which marueilous diſor- 
ders of ſome of our ſuch men of Warre again#t their Souldiors, # 
contrary to all diſciphne Miulitarie, by them prattiJed and v- | 
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| | ſed,with infinit others (Which to rehearſe would make 4 buge 
Y volume) were the occaſion that manie thouſands of the luStieſt 
q 
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and ai poſt fort of our Engliſh people, were inthaſe warres(as 
it were)wittingly and willingly caſt avay ; beſides great num- 
bers,that at duuers times did chooſe rather to flietothe enemy 
thun to ſerue ynader ſuch cruell and diſorderedehiefetaines ; 
eAnd theſe wonderfull diſorders , with innumerable others 
aid continue and mcreaſe untill ſuch time as diners yong I 0- 
blemen lately comming to_ take. principal charges m thoſe 
wars, as al/adiners knights and Gentlemen of Noble and of 
 . Worſbipfull bouſes, and themſelues of great valour and woor- 
thines did complaine of , and diſcauer thoſe meFF ſtrange and 
Wonderful abuſes, untothe Queene,and te her C mnt; whe —NETT OT 
underitanding thereof , did very nobly reforme and redreſſe> |." 15 
ſe diſorders, taking further order, that theafore=a>) 57 5157.7 42548 
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ſaid rieVye deniſed Prouand ſhenld be aboliſhed, andthat im oY f 
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fteade thereof, the Souldiours ſhould receike their owne payes 
in money; which, with theſe and worthie proceedings and 

courſes of the aforeſaid we emen, Knights and Gentlemen, 

that began with preat order and Diſcipline , to ſerue in thoſe 
Warres, ſome at, and others ſince, the going oner of the Earle 

of Leiceſter, bath of late greatly prenatled andredounded te 

the reformation of diners of thoſe ſtrange inuentions,and abu= 

ſes, iuented and brought mho thoſe warres by the aforeſarde 
newe fantaſied men of Warre, | 

But now, for excuſe vſed by ſome of our ſuch men of war, 

for the cating away and loſſe of ſuch great numbers, and 
many thouſands of our gallant Engliſh people in thoſe Lowe 

countrie Warres,as alſo m later Wars,( 1 meanenot in France, 
where I neuer heard any blame , but great honour imputed to 
the Chiefetaine , andcommtnaation tothe Captames, but mn 
a very ſhort warre of a great deals further aiftance, but of a 
wonderfull conſumption of our brane Nation , through great 
diſorder , and lacke of diſcipline Militarie : rhe particulari- 
ties whereof , becauſe I hage not hitherto handled , 1 omit) 


fome of our ſuch men of warre have not beene zſhamed, mane 


times to report and ſay that allthoſe braue people that haue 
beene conſumed and loft in the Lowe Countries , and thoſe o= 
ther fore-mentioned warres, by their dijorder( as aforeſaid) 
were the very ſcomme, theeyes, and roges of: England , and 
therefore haue beene very well lot, and that the Kealme (be- 
ing too full of people ) is very well ridde of them , and that if 
they had net beene conſumed in rhoſe warres, they Would haue 
fied under a hedge, with dikers other ſuch brutiſh and —_ 

themſelues, and tp the newe diſci- 


kingdome of England of the youth and floure thereof, thana- 
mie wayes to doo anie hurt vyto the enemie. Whereas contra- 
rivviſe it is very Wel knowen vntoallthe Tuft ices of peace tm al 
ſhires of England, from Whence thoſe Soulators did go volune 
tarie,or otherwiſe, euenfrom the beginning of the firft volun- 
tarie Warresvntill this day\( ſauingſuch as Were lenied in the 
Citte of London by commiſſion , and ſome fewe ropes in one 
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to the Nobilitic of England, 
yeare lexied m ther ſhires)that they Were in a verie preat part 
yong Gentlemen, and mn a farre greater part of Teomen and 
Yeomens ſonnes, and the reſt of the braueſt ſort of Artificers, 
and ather lu5Fiq yong men,deſirous of a gallantnes of mma, to 
aduenturethemſelues, and ſee the warres, many thouſands of 
the Wwhich{being the verie flonre of England) did farre exceed, 
and excell ah $98 men of Wwarre both in goodlanes of perſo= 
nage and Worthines of mind ; and theſe \yere no ropes, nor 
theenes,nor the ſcomme of England, as thoſe our ſuch men of 
warre doo ofttimes report : for ir is yerie well knovne un all 
| & ſhwes by experience, that ſuch malefattors and baſe minded 
people neuer had any deſire, nor will togo into anie \parres and (> o4ns 1 fe 
attions e Militarie,but haue hidden and abſented themſelues 5e<om* 
alvay during the times of muſters and lenies , and when the © © © 
ſame haue been paſt they kaue againe followed their wile occute 
pations of robbing pilfirms and ſtealing. Beſides that t is moſt 
manifeſt, that before ſome of our ſuch men of warre took thoſe 
voluntarie warres in hand, there were verie few theeues and 
roges in England,in copariſon that there are now , that haue 
come out of their diſcipline; for ut 15 certaine, that this new de» 
formed Milicia and euill pouernment of our ſuch men of war, 
by ſuffering their ſolduers for lacke of pay in thoſe warres to go 
arobbing and ſhoyling the countrie people their friends ( 45 a= | 
foreſaid ) bath brought many of them ſrom good to exill, and Wave 4.0 ne 
made moſt of thoſe that haue returned into England impu- nos ©} ARE: | Cohubk oh 
dent roges and theeues, that Were true men before they Went ., tor a;eur bee heliraght 
ouer. By Which their merucilous diſordered, and deformed +» 1-41 
aiſcipline,it is came topaſſe that many,and many thouſands of © 
the braweſt and luſtieſt ſort of people able to Weare armes, and 
ro ſerue mm any Warres either offenſiue or defenſine, are ( 44 4- 
foreſaid ) conſumed in thoſe Warres, and the number of exer- 
ciſed and expert ſoldiers, meete vpon any occaſion ra ſerue the 
Prince and Realme, by thoſe ſeruices no waies increaſed ; by 
reaſon that all ſuch as haue come out of thoſe ſernices (vnleſſe 
8 bethe (aptaines,and a five Officers of bands )are almoſt all 
turned from miſerable ſoldiers that they were in thoſe Lowe 
| Countries, to moſt 1mpudent roges and theeues, that by no fon 
er 
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Sir Iohn Smythe,Knight, | 
der , nor pollicie can be reformed and reduced to any honeFf 
courſe of life,all Which hath come ta paſſe through the extreme 
enill gouernement of ſome of our ſuch men of war(as aforeſaid.) 
eAnd Whereas they talke and boa3t ſo much of their new dif 
cipline e Militarie, and of rhetr owne ſufficiencies , and that 


they doeexceedeand excell all the ancient men of War of times 


$24) 
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ſoule,and in the reſt us the vi 
cre,of covparaice, of ſenſual: / 


fewe feaFtes, where our ſa19 


ſoener they be,tocarowſing | 


pa#t, as alſo ſuch as are yet hnipg *| C ertainely , all men that 
liSt may beholde their ne\Wye Nulicia of their one forming , 
as aforeſaid, of theeues and rages that doe ſwarme in all the 
high wayes, and gaoles of England . Which doth make ma- 
mfest the preat inſufficiencits of ſuch as haye beene «Au- 
thors,attors and performers of that infernall azſciplme : ſome 
of the which alſo haue not contented themſelyes to worke the 
aforeſaid great enills to their Conntrie and I ation ( before 
declared) but hane of late yeares ,\ſmce they came out of thoſe 
Lowe (ountrie warres ſought to bring to paſſe twoother ſach 
notorious and deformed feftes awong ſt the Engliſh I ation, 
as may in time to come, be the vtter ruine of this mot noble 
kingdome and people; enen as tht like hath beene of diners 0- 
ther oreat Monarchies:of the Which two eff efts,the one hath 
beene to celebrate; the other tp aboliſh and extinguiſh . T hat 
ro celebrate, hath been to thefeaFts of Bacchus, with carow- 
ſing and drunkenneſſe . Which mo# foult and deteftable 


i 


Atom <g er:0-my tool ice 15 enemy toall aits.o0 1 Exerciſes eMilitarie,and, 


excellencies both of bodie, an, 
ry mother and purſe of effemina.. 
e,of: rebellion, of conetouſnes,and 
all other vices that can be in aomed ; AS We may enidently ſee 
by our next neighbours the Flemings, and Dutch, Whoſe vi- 
ces and imperfettions (ſauing onely their pollicie to prow rich, 
and gather goods) for brenities. ſake 7 ouerpaſſe . eAnd this 


to be ſhort , to all vertues an 


forren vice hath bene brought aut of thoſe Lowe Countries by 


ſome bf our ſuch men of ware Within theſe very fewe yearer, 
whereof it is come to paſſe | that nowaaayes there are very 
mtn of Warre are preſent but that 
they doo inuite, and procure all the compamie, of what calling 
md quaſſing;and becauſe they Wil 


| not 
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not be denied their challenges, they will wub many neW con- 
ges, ceremonies and reuerencesdrinke to the health and pro- 

eritie of Princes; tothe health of (ounſellors, and untothe 
health of their greate#t friends both at home and abroad; in 
 which| exerciſe they newer ceaſe till they be dead arunke, or as 
the Flemings ſay, Doot dronken . Which their quaſſings,and 
caroWſings , with all ther ceremonies, 15 no other but ablaſ- 
pheming and offending of Godin the highest degree, a touch= 
ang of the honoar of the Princes , unto Whoſe healths they ca- 
rowſe, and avery offering of ſacrifice ynto Satanas , or rather 
to Belzebub hrmſelfe the Prince of feendes . 'Certainely , 4 
wonderfull pitifull caſe, that anie of our ſuchmen of warre or 
nation under the pretence of ſouldierie , and warlike Diſci- 
pline , ſhould nowadayes in ſteade of praying to Gad , forthe 
health of Princes, which hath beene alwayes very commenaa- 
bly vſed amongſt all good ſubietts, (briftians , drinks and ca- 
roWſe drunke t9 the health, proſperity of Kings, Kingdoms, 
\and States; eAndthat men that haue beene created by God 
to his owne ſimulitude and likenes, ſhould contrarie\to his glo- 
rie, by ſach filthie diſorder make themſelues farre inferiour to 
moſt brute beaſts. eAnd this aforeſaid deteft able vice hath 
within theſe ſixe or ſeuen yeares taken Wonderful reote amon- 
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geſt aur Engliſh I ation, that in times paſt Was wont to be of Thomas 1.44as 1 
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this is one of the fruits and merchanai7e of theix diſcipline 
that our ſuch men of warre haue brought m amongſt vs, 
Now, the ather effet that they haue ſought mbſt blindlie 
and maliciouſlie to bring to paſſe, to the preat daunger that 
vppon diners accidents may hereafter happen to the Crowne 
and Realme of England and Engliſh Nation, hath been, and 
2 toſeeke to aboljh and extinguiſh the notable exerciſe and 
wſe of our Long-bowes and eArcherie ; by which weapons our 
aunceſtors, with many miraculous vittories , hayue made our 
Nation famous both m Europe, Attrick and Aſia, [o that in 


ſtead of Archerie, Which is theſobereſt exerciſe of all others to / 
auoiae drunkennes and other euills, and a moſt manhe exer=/+* © 1 


ciſe and wholeſome for the health of the bodie, and to encreaſe 
e1 2 | ſtrength; 
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Sir lohn Smythe, Knight, 
firength , and for battaules and vittories of farre greater ef= 
| feet,than any other weapon that euer was or ſhall be mnuented : 
4B our ſuch men of warre vnder pretence of the excellencie of the 
4 Weapons of fire by them miſreportea, would bring in carowſing 
and drunkennes : Which rwoirhmgs, 1 meane of the neglething 
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and ſuppreſſing of the vſe and exerciſe of Bowes and Arche- 
q rie,and bringing in of ſuperfi 


. 


ities and drunkennes, hath been 


4 the ruine of manie great Empirts, Kingdoms and (omman=- 


7 ©. wealthes, as it is apparant by the tetimonie of many notable 


hiftories. eAs for example,the Egyptians(before mentioned 
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eg Ang Io Ewe on > | 


| les R—_—_—_—' > #n this Proeme ) under their ; oft vahant and mightze King 
erueit +4455 £5 »Sefofis or Seloſtris, and other their notable Princes, aid con- 
| Lhetmes 2 Borne 4, part of Aſia, Euxope & Attrick by their notable 


LY 


ilicia, Which did conſiſt moſt of Archerie ena Bos : but 
after, through long peace, and the negligence of ſome of their 
effeminate Kings, the ſame warlike Nation id growe to ſuch 
drunkennes and gluttonie, that thereby forgetting the wſe and 
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g | h v1 
Cneye/1s greet 44% Alexander the great,the greateſt part of Whoſe eArmie 


Cambrle the tor +=") conſiſt of |Archerie, and after thay mrany times ſubdued and 
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phe of bromes Hr mot kept in ſernitude by the Miljcia ana force of. Archerie of di= 
any eores 57:22,""ers other ſober Nations. | he Empire of Conſtantinople, 


» 97> qu p $16rs E 


/ Wy = ep i. and Rome alſo at ſuch time as they Were vpaer one Empire, 


Lnfarecttf > adLexrand that the Emperours [d\therr imperiall cate in Con- 
gp >: - =; 


574 mibeto7 s $4 ſtantinople , a5 carefu as ome of thoſe E mperours were to 
japan conſe ere 8 heepe their ſubiefts the, Grecians in exerciſe of Armes, and 
|  Chieflie of eArcherie, yet after in the time ofjother Emperours 
that were careles and effeminate , ther un ſubietts gining 
themſelues,through long peace,unto ſeating and arunkennes, 
and negleting the exercize of Bowes and gArcherie, did ſo | 
forget the ſe of that moFt excellent weapon , that theywere | 
many times vanquiſhed by the Milicia of the Arabians , that 
conſiited moft of all of Bowtmen : Which conquering I ation 
| at that time gaue themſelues ta labour and trauell, and to the 


exerciſe of their bowes, with great ſobrietie , and not toarun- 


| kennes . «And theſubieftes of the very ſame Empire of QCon= 


Rantinople long after the time of their great ouerthroWe by | 
I if ; the | 
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to the Nobilitic of England. 
the Arabians,through the negligence of ſome of their effemi. 
nate Emperours, 45 aforeſaide, were by the conft raint of cey- 
taine smperiall ſtatutes and ordinances of fome other Wiſe and 
valiant Emperours,reducedin a great, part from their drun= 
kennes to ſobrietie, and from idlenes to their ancient exercize 
of Archerie, bythe which they did defend themſelues again#t 
the Turkes and Sarazins ( during the time of thoſe woorthie 
E mperours ) very valiantly ; but after againe in proceſſe of 


time, through the effeminacie andnegligence of other Empe- 


rours of no valour nor worthines , the ſaid Grecians aid re- 
turne againeto their former drunkennes,ſuper fluities, and vt= 
ter forgetting of the vſe, and exerciJe of their bowes and Ar- 
cherie . Whereby it came topaſſe,that Mahomet the ſecond 


of that name of the houſe of Otoman, with his notable Mili-" 


cia of Turkes and Tamſlaries,that conſifted mot of Bowe 
men (a IN ation nowayes giuen to drunkenneſſe ) did viterly 
fubal and conquere that Empire , Beſides which examples, 
- coulde (if it were not too long ) alleadge many others of ma= 
ny kingdomes, and mighty NN ations, that through the dete- 
fabl vices of arunkennes, couetouſnes and ſuperfintties, haue 
giuenthemſelue to effeminacie; and forgetting of all vſe of 
their [Bowes and Archerie,and other exerciſes Militarie : by 
meanes whereof they ' haue bene after conquered, ana brought 
into ſeruitude by other ſober and valiant Nations, that haue 
had the w/e ofthe Bowen great perfection . And to be briefe, 
there ss no man that hath read many notable hiſtories of great 
antiquitie,as alſo of later ages With obſeruation, but hee ſhall 
mot manifeitly ſee, that drunkennes, conetouſnes and ſuper- 
fluitres, haue cauſed the forgetting and contempt of the -vſe of 
Archerie, aud all athere xerciſes Mulutarie, which hath beene 
the rune of mo#t of all the E mpires, K ingdomes and Nati- 
ons that hae beene hnowne, or written of 11 Europe, Aﬀrick, 
or Aſia; Andif any of our ſach men of warre be ſo obſi mate, 
thatthey wil not beleene ſuch notable H:Stories,let them then 
reſorte to the Bible, Which is the Booke of God, and then (if 
they be not poſſeſſed with ſome £9 x forte that doth breed 
7 term mfidelitie ) they ſhallnot onely there ſee the great ac- 


3 county 


- OT a noais © os mann ov, 


Sir Tohn Sm) the,Knight, | 
connt,that King Dauid that bolie prophet mai of that wea- 
pon after the ouerthrow and death of King Saul, ſlaine by the 


p03 4" Eon gat great effettes perfourned With that 


weapon by the Tewes under Ioſuah their mo#t excellent Cape 
taine,that did depoſe ſo many Kings;with many other particu- 
larities:by the which it may beiuSty gatheredythat God gaue 
ſuch excellent effes to that Weapon,that when þe diuers times 
promiſed helpe to the Tewes again#t the Gentiles , hee made 
ſpecrall mention of that m—_— . end when 3t pleaſed He -þ| 
ro puniſh the Tewes for their ydolatric ame gluttont by 1 
handes of the Gentiles, they teceineddiners oyerthrowes, by 
theeffett of Bowes , Beſides that , King Dauid dooth call 
Bowes a mightie power , and un his Pſalmes, the veſſells of 
death. By which examples before alleaaged ( that arunken- 
nes andnegletting of the exeraize, and vfe of Bowes, bath bin 
the ruine of many Empires any kgngdomes)1 thinke all men of 
conſideration and indgement may enidently ſet What pernici- 
ou and dangerous matters our ſuch men of War haue by their 
enill and foule examples, and ſinifter perſWaſions , ſought to 
arawe, and perſwade eur I ation unto. Which With their 
innumerable diſorders CMilitarie by them committed inthe 
Lowe Countries, as alſo elſevyhert,to the cor.ſumption,and de- 
ftruttion of many and many thouſands of our. Nation ( asis 
before declared:) may,1 thinke enidently ſhevve how wnfit and 
vnable ſuch men of Warre arg tocompare themſelues with the 
great Captaines of former times , or with the ancient men of 
war yet ling, that haue bene trained vp in matters of armes 
#n the Warres of Emperours or Kings, as alſo how much more 
mſufficient they are to erett and innouate anie new Diſcipline 
eMilitarie amongſt vs, or any Wwayes to ſuppreſſe or find fault 
with the exerciſe, vſe, and effettes of our peculiar , and moit 
vittorious weapon the Long-bowe. 
Andnowthat } haut in this Proeme laid \open many foule 
& deteftable proceedings &| diſarders of ſome of our ſuch me 
of war,prattiſed and put in execution bythem inthe LoWcou- 
tries,as allo ſome hereat home,greatly tothe hurt & preiudice 
of onr country & Nation: 1 thinke it good tonotifie unto your 
| BY | Lordſhips, L 


ws, 


ſame any waies moned therunto vp any priuat hatred or ma= ooo, 


| lice by me to ane of them borne. For I proteſt that if they We £32 or 1h chad 


to the Nobilitic of England. 
Lordſhips that I bane not taken it im band , & performed the ; 
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all my werie neere kinſmen, the cauſe being publique, I would > +15 +» 
reſpett them no more than I haue reſpetted theſe ; but as for 
thoſe men Whoſoener they be,to my remembrance, I baue had 
wverie little or no conference with anie of them. Beſides that, 
there is none of them,to my knowledge,that eutr gaue vnto.me 
( reſpect of mine oWyne particular ) ane occaſion of offence: 
ut the erie original and principal cauſe that hath mooued 
me toſet downe my diſcourſes following, as alſo this my Proeme 
to your Loraſhips in this forme andphraſe,hath been the excee- 
ding loue , and extraordinarie zeale that I beare unto my 
Prince, Countrie and Nation. T hat ſeeing andforeſeeing the 
wonderfull enills that hane alreadie,and are likelie daylie, and- 
om time to time more and more to enſue (if the ſame bee not 
ſpeedilie proniaed fir and remeaiea) to no leſſe m proceſſe of | 
time, tha to the ruine or great hazard of this moſt noble Mo= 
narchie; I therefore thought it my duetie, all priuate paſſion of 
ftare,of loue,of hatred and affettion fet aſide,to make manifeſt 
onto your Lordſhips thoſe great arforders and enills before de- 
clared; that by your being put in remembrance, and knowing - -— 


59 
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of the Kingdome,and the verie eyes,eares,and 270 
King ,and the bodie of the Watch, and reareſſe of the Common -__/. 
wealth ) may prouide for, preuent, and reforme the aforeſaid 
great enills that doo threaten hereafter to enſue:al which haue 
come to my knowledge by the certaine and aſſured reports of 
verie many both Wiſe and gallant Gentlemen of principall 
bouſes, and others of verie good ſort, that naue ſerued ſome of 
them at one time, and ſome of them at other ttmes,euen from 
the firſt voluntarie going ouer into thoſe Warres, till within 
theſe tWo yeares and 4 halfe,and Within theſe three yeares laſt 
paſt ;\atl which Gentlemen haue greatlie deteHted thoſe afure- 
ſaid infinite diforders. | 
end now, becauſe that no Chieftaine, (oronell, nor Cap= 
tame, that hane in thoſe warres gouernedthemſelues and their 
charges 


of may 4h Lordſhips ( being the I obilitie and Magnates'_/** men L/36 11 
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' *SirIohn Smythe,Knight, 
charges With great care,reputation and worthjnes(and there= 
fore deſerued great praiſe and commendation)ſhall iuſtly think. 
themſelues any wates reproachtd or touched, by any thmg con- 
tained inthis my Proeme or diſcourſes following ; 1 notifie unto 
them that no part of my intention nor meaning, nor any word 
to my knowledge in theſe contained,doo any wares ſound to the 
touch or blame of any ſuch worthit men,but altogether to their 
praiſe and commendation : for f Would be ſorit toerre ſo great= 


-lie, as any Waies to touch with blame ame men of worthines, 


but rather with my word,Wvriting and attiongto encreaſe their | 
reputations; for if f hane in reſp of the publique cauſe tou= 
ched our ſuch'men of warre| aforeſaid, With reproach, they 
themſelues vpon a guilty conſezente will aiſcouer who they are, 
by blaming and aeteſting my Proeme and diſcourſes , by the 
which the honor and vertue:of ſuch men of Worthimes ſhall 
ſhine, and flouriſh the mare throuph the cleerenes of their con= 


ſciences not touched, according to the old ſaying, that the re= 
- proching of vice isthe honorzngot vertue : for #1 troth,mine 


mntention in this my Proxme,and diſcourſes, hath been onlie to 
diſconer the great diſorders,apd emls that ſome men of charge 
of our Nation ( vnder pretence of a neW diſtipline Miulitarie 
by them inuentedin the Lowe Countries)did with great coue- 
rouſnes prattiſc,and exerciſe,to their owne gaine and profite in 
that their diſordered Mulicia, negletmg and contemning all 


"true honor reputation and Wwarthmes, to the'great diſhonor of 


our Countrie,and Nation, That thereby all yong Gentlemen 
that haue miſpent their times in thoſe tumultuarie, and diſor- 
dered warres Without ante diſcipline , as alſo all other yong 
Gentlemen that are deſirous to followe the profeſſion of Armes 
may reiett and deteſt ſach newe diſordered,and deteſtable diſ- 
ciplines,and reduce themſeluts, and followe the true diſcipline 
Alitarie of all Wwarlike and worthie N ations both ancient 
and moderne,which do all coycurre and conforme in one; and 


that 5,that all true and wniterſall diſciplines Militarie doo 
(45 1 haue learned by hearing the opinions of diners great Cap- 


ce 
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raines,as alſo by reading diners hiſtories )brieflie conſiſt as fol- 


weth.T hat be he, EmperourKing ,or a Lieutenant generall of 
| | | an 
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to the Nobilitic of England. 
an E mperonr,or ofa King that doth commaund and gouerne 
aneArmie. fue k = 
Firſt of af The bz doo make God to be loued, feared and. Fhe duerre of al'i| 
ſerued throughout his whole Arm : the ſecond, that hedoo ” Genet | 
knowe ho\y to commaund and gouerne, With great prouidence, +41 
Care,oraer andinſtice,and by rewarding the good, and pumſh. 
83ng the bad, and by keeping his whole gArmae in diſcipline to 
make bimſelfe to bee no leſſe loued than feared. T ht third s, 
eften to conſult with his counſell,and to know, hoW of himſelfe 
( 9/ ter the opinions of his connſell heard )Wwith valoar to reſolue 
and performe,and m the reſt, himſclfeto know vpon all doubt= 
full otcaſion: and acccidents, how to prenent remedie and exe- 
cute, as alſo to qurett others With great skall and dexteritie. 
Lind theſe are the moſt principall poynts that dos belong to the 
Gener all of an Armne. abs," 4 
T be ſufficiencie of Coronells doth conſiſt in the gouerning of «Te 4 v077e 5) » 
their. Regiments With all care,valour affeftion and diligence; oro | i 
and that they doo make their Regiments as well in particular TREE 
bands, as in the Whole boate of the ſame, to obſerue all orders i 
AMiultarie m lodging ,diſlodging in marching, andin fighting, 
4s alſo that they doo line in great order , Without ſtragling, 
ſpoiling or any Waxes iniuring : eAndinthere hat ne (0+ 
2h 20 Ms OO xv 


raneſschemſelpesdogmieh, pil obegirnce ampanrrngy 


Fs. | | " ' 

"he ſafficiencie of Captaines,doth conſiſt in knowing, how ©7Fe duotine of | 

fo gouerne and order thew bands and (ompanes,e& to winne "54 | i 
the lone of their ſoldzers,by all examples of vertue and worthi- - 1; 
nes, not onlie by inftruttion, but alſo by atton in their owne 

perſons,accompring of their ſoldiers as of thier owne children, 

Andin the reſt to be obedient, valiant and reſolute, as alſo of 

ſuſſiriencie to performe and execute all commanaements and 

direftions with diſcretion,valonr and indgement, fs 

T be duetie and ſufficiencie of ſoldiers,doth firſt and prince= The 21+ 

pallie conſiſt , to be obedzent to their ( aptaines, and all other © ©0050 
their ſuperiour Officers, T he ſecond,that they doo knowe hoW 
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Sir Iohn Smythe,Konight, 

to apparel and arme themſelges fitlie, and to handle and ve 
their weapons in enerie time and place, and ta knoWe and ob 
ſerne al orders Militarie.T he thitd i5,tobe ſober patient and 
able to endure labouys and trauells. | 


w | 


, 1 1 T heſufficiencie of all higher and lower Officers of Armies 


wnder the Generall, is to knowe bow to performe their Offices 
with all care, fidelstie,auligence and obedience. 
eAndſuch a Prince or Lieutenant generall of an eArmit, 
as hath thoſe ſufficiencies in him (that 1 haut before mentio- 
ned) cannot faile to frame good Officers of his Campe & Ar- 
mie,as alſo good and ſufficient Coronells and Captaines.v And 
ſuch Officers, (oronells and ( aptaines cannot faile to make 
good ſoldiers : All which, with the ſeruing of almightie God, 
rendeth to the orderlie proceeding and managing of a Warre 
1all affaires and ations to the end of the ſame With vitto- 
ric. [| | | 
' eAndthis that 7 haue aboye ſet doWne, is a principall part 
of a Milicia , and d:ſcipline eHilitarie of all warbke I 4- 
tons; and the contrarie is tumultyarie , and eleane oppoſite to 
all Arte and Science Militarie., «And this I bane written 
in the end of my Proeme for 4 note and remembrance, for all 
yong Gentlemen of our Nation, that haue a\deſire to Winne 
hondiw by following of ations of Armes, Andnow I proceed 
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Inthe Procie. 


. Fol $545 .1 4178.3 5 .ret aimed, tor Attgmed. 
Fol.Gpag. 2.4n.3. Commendator major ,for, Clmzabador mayor, 


Fol6 pag.2 11.14. blame of writing [tory blame. to writing. 
-. - pag.2.1m 16. therefore will proceed, tor therefore 1 wi'l proceed: 


0.pag.1.1m 17. the counterſcatfe cutt, and opentd rhe. flankers, 
; & the counter ſearfe cut and ovened, the frankers. | | 
* Fol 0.p4g.2.tin.34. ſcaritie,tor \ ſearcirie ALS: 


, In the Diſcourſe,” 
 Fok2. pag-1.lin.18. Armies and Catifes, forfmed: cherof for, Armies 


and Campes formed,cither of.  ; 
ON pag-1.lin.s. Beſies for,becſides.) 
Fol:4.pag. 1.1in.7. preace,fer,prefſe. | k 
Fol:10.pag 2.lin.13. Sardenna, for,Sdrdeiia. 
Fol. 14.pag-1.lin.1. Marmnan, for, Marifian, ll © 
* Fol.r7.pag.2.lin.5. kneeling 5 POR Gn, for, kneeling, ypon ther 


”  rightknces. 


Fol.20.pag.2.lin.10, as,for,is. ! | 
'Fol.24-pag.1 lin.12. being implbyed, for, areto beimployed 


Fol.25 pag. 2.lin.28.& 31. Achgfor,aches. 
Fol 34-pag-1.lin.$. Sir }/{1« Olde, for, Sir H/4 lian Odle. 


_ »Fol.34.pag.2.lin 3. forcing, for, farcing.Q..«,......., 
_Fal.z8 pag.1.in margine. Harqy ebuzicrs, for, Harquebuzes, 
*Fol.41.pag.1.lin.24. Gabe £2b#1a,fot;Gab#Sabuda, ..... 
© Fol,g43- pag. 2.lin. 14. killed fotraine Archers, for, killed with foraine 
Archcrs. | | p TTY as 
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Whereas the leaues of the Proeme are not numbred with fo- 
los; ; pleaſeth it the reader to count the.leaues fromthe be- 
- winning thereof, to the ii hs to the number of 


the Errata. 


$ 
| & Our 
concerning the formes and effetts of 
diuers ſorts ofweapons; and other very 
important matters Militarie, greatlie miſtaken by diners 
of our men of warre in theſe daics; and chieflic of the Moſquer,the $7 
Caliucr,and the Long-bowe, asallo of the great lufficiencic, excel- 
lencic, and wonderfull cffe&ts of Archers, with manic notable cx- 
amples, and other particularities. Compoſed by Sir 7ohn Smyrhe, 
Knight. 1 589. Andprinted 1 590, 
85 eas He ſtraunge opinions, ſo won- 
3 dcrfullie miſtaken in theſe our 
FIND daics inal matters Militaric,by 
ay diucrs of our chicfe men of 
>.> charge and warrc, (as they arc 
£] accompred) that haue learned 
"0=4 their greateſt skill- in matters 
of Armes, ſeruing vnder the 
States, inthe tumultuaric, licentious, and ſtaruing 
wartres of the Low Countrics,or peraduenture ſome 
little in the civil warres of France, haue moned meto 
take in hand this diſcourſe,to diſcouer their ſtraunge 
and erronious opimons M1litarie, by them publiſhed 
to our Nobilitic and chicte Magiſtrates, as alſoto all 
the better ſort of our people and Nation ; which vp- 
pon anic important warre, either offenſiue or deten- 
ſiue,may greatlic redoundtotheloſle and daunger of 
our Prince,Countric and Nation. In the which diſ- 
; B courſe, 
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Certen Diſcourſes written 
courſe, my meaning 1s notto touch the reputation of 
divers of our auncieat braue Captaines and Soldiers, 
who were men of good skill and ſutficiefhcie before | 
«2h they en:red into thofe warres, nor yet the reputation 
No Noble nor and honor of digcrs, Nable men,as alſoGentlemen, 
worthie men, of noble or worſhipfull hobfes;thatof very lare yeres 


anic wales in- 16 | , 
tended to be RAuCcecntred imto thoſe {erytces,frather to win reputa- 
touched in this tion, knowledge and honor, than for ante hope of 
Sicowle. paine,or ſpoyle; of the whichthere be-divuers that by 
the reſtimonic of their honorable aftions, and go- 
uernment of thernſclues; and the charges vato them 
committed, hane deſerued great praiſe and honour; 

* but onelie to touch with blame and diſcommenda- 
tion,fuch, asattaining (TI wotnot how)tothe higheſt 

places of office:& charge ro commaund.our Engliſh 
Nation in thoſeparrs; haye through their couctoul- | 

nes, and lacke of loue towardsthe foldicrs ot their) | 

Nation; ſo corrupted, or tather (asmuch as in them 

hatly lien) ſubuerted all diſcipline Militaric , 4@the 

greatlolſe and diſhonorofour Countricand Nation, 

that neither they themſelues, nor anie of their imita- 
| tots, are worthie to bee accompted in the number of 

men'of warre,and muchlefleto be eſteemed by men 

| HS of experience and iudgementin aftions Milicaric, to 
n= becanie waics worthic to commannd and goucrne 
ſoldiers. In this diſcourſe{alſo) I meane not at this 
timeto meddle withthe infiniteniibers of diſorders 
Militarie by them commitred in the Lowe Countric 
watres, where they made a farre greater warreypen 
i. our people & Nation,than,vpon the Encmics of our 
_:. Countrie; but to handle diuers abuſes of theirs, and 
chicflic,theabuſcs thatthey hauc ſoughtto bring our 
= TH | Nation 
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by Sir Fohn Smythe, R night, 2 
Nation into by miſtaking of fortification, and of the 
effets of diuers weapons out of their duc times and 
places, attributing to ſome weapons ſuch effects as 
are not to bee! performed with them, and detraCting 
(moſt 1gnorantlic)the excellent cftes of our peculiar 
and {ingular weapon the Long Bowe, ſecking by ex- 
rolling the efteAs by them miſreported and miſtaken 
of the Moſquet and Caliuer,to make our Nation be- 
lecue that our Long Bowes haue vtterlic loſt their 
auncient effes,and therefore no more to be yſecd, but 
to be vtterly ſuppreſled and extinguiſhed, with diuers 
other grole errors, contrarie to all reaſon and expe- 
rience Militatic ofall auncientand moderne warlike 
Nations. The moſt of the which that ſhall fall into 
my memoric,] will(with the helpof almightic God) 
anſ{were in ſuch ſort, asall inen of experience and 
1udgement in matters of Armes,that haue ſerued in 
Armies and Campes formed,cither of Emperours, 
Kings,or Common wealths,ſhal cafilie diſcouertheir 
lacke of experience and knowledge in matters Mili- 
taric. And therefore I will begin with oneof their 
toycs,and ſo procced to greater matters. 

Theſe our ſuch men of warre betore mentioned, 
in a manner,vtteriic ignorant of all ourauncicnt diſ- 
o_ and proccedings in aCtions of Armes,haue fo 

efted the Wallons, Flemings,and baſe Almanes diſci- 
pline, (as ſome ofthem terme 1t) thatthey haue pro- 
cured to innouate, or rather to ſubucrtall our ancient 
prueinge in matters Militaric, and therefore haue 
cftnothing ina manner yntouched, without ſeeking 
toalter and chaungethe ſame : as for example; They 
will not vouchlate in their ſpeaches or writings 5 
E: WIRES B 2 yſe 


WAITC, 


« They fondlic 
 ſcorne our an- 
cient manner 
of arming. 


is. | 
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Vaineinnoua- ,(e gurancient termes belonging to matters of warre, 
tion of our an- 


cient termes of 


nor will not afoord to ſay, that ſucha Towne,or ſuch 
a Fort is beſieged, but that it is belegard : Their En- 
ſignes alſo they will not call by that name, but by the 
name of Colours, which terme 1s by them ſo fondly & 
ionorantly giuen,as it they ſhould be appoſed as yong 
{cholers in their accidens, and ſhould (in ſtead of En- 
ſignes)be asked how manie Colours of tootme there 
were in the Armie by Remenenynder the Count Boiſſu 
againſt Don Inan d,Austria, they muſt then either an- 
ſwere, a hundred,or more ot fewer, as white, black, 
blewe,greenc, yellowe,tufler,8c.or cls forſaketheit 
newe terme of Colours, and ſay ſo manic Enſignes, 
Bands,or Companies, which in troth is no direftan- 
{wereto the queſtion. The bodie of the watch alſo 
or ſtanding watch(as we were wonttoterme it)they 
now call after the French, or Wallons,) Corps du gard, 
with manic other ſuch VVallon and Dutch termes, 
as though our Engliſh Nation, which hath been ſo 
famous1n all ations Militatic manic hundred yeres, 
were now but newlie crept into the world, or as 
though ourlanguage were fo barren,that it were not 
able of t ſeltc,or by derjuation to affoprd conuenient 

words to ytter our minds in matters of that qualiric. 
But that which is mare ſtrange,thefe our ſuchnew 
fantaſted men of warre doo deſpiſe and ſcorne our 
auncientarming of ourſelues both on horſeback and 
on foote, ſaying that weearmed our (clues in times 
paſt with too much armour,or peccegof yron(as they 
terme it). And therefaretheir footmen piquers,they 
doo allowe for yeric well armed when they weare 
=E their | 


but doo call a =—_ bythe Dutch name of LZegar; 
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by SirFohn Smythe, Knight. 2 
their burgonets,their collars, their cuirafles,and their 
backs, without either pouldrons, yambraces, gaunt- 
lets,or taſles. 

. Their Horſemen alſo, and themſelues ſeruing on 
horſebacke with Launces,or any other weapon,they 


thinke verie well armed with ſome kind of head- &/- -- 
peece,a collar,a deformed high 8 long bellied breaſt, {.,, + 
anda backe at the proofe; butas for pouldrons, vam-&+4 "ol 
braces, gauntlets, taſles, cuifles, and greues,they hold. -......-M 


all for ſuperfluous. The imitating of which their yn--cpopones > 127 


ſoldierlike and fondarming, coſt that noble & wor-t-4#» »** © 
thie Gentleman Sir Philip Sidney his lite, by not wea- Oo, 
ring his cuiſſes, who inthe opinion of diners Gentle- * - 
men that ſawe him hurt with a Moſquerſhor, it he 

had that day worne his cuifles,the bullet had not bro- 

ken his thigh bone, by reaſon thatthe chietec force of 

the bullet (before the blowe) was in a manner paſt. 

Beſides that, it is a great encouragement toal forraine 
Nations their Enemies that are better armed, to cn- 
counter with them and their ſoldiers that they ſee {o 

ill armed. And as their ill arming is an encouraging to 

the Enemie, ſo it is yntothem adiſcouragement, and 

a great diſaduantage. For incaſe anie horſeman or 
footman piquer ſo1ll armed, ſhould bee wounded on 

the thigh,or chieflie on the arme or hand,cither with 
Lauynce,Pique,Sword,orany other weapon, his figh- 

ting for that day were marred; beſides that, by ſuch 
wounds receiued, he'ts put in hazard cither to bee 

flaine ortaken. And to the fame ette& ithath been a 
maxime in all ages amongſt all great Capraines, and 

skilfull ſoldiers,thatthe well arming of horſmen and 


foormen isa great encouragement ynto them to fight 
B 3 yaliant- 
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valiantlic; whereas contrariwiſe being euill armed, 
itisa great diſcouragement vnto them cncountring 
with well armed men,and moſtcommonlicthrough 
wounds receiued, the verie occaſion that doth make 
them to turne their backes. | | 

And asthey doo miſtake the convenient arming 
of horſemen and footmen, ſothey alſo miſtake the 
weaponing of them : for whereas Swords of conue- 
- nientlengrh, forme and ſubſtance, haue been inall a- 
_ ges eſteemed by all warlike Nations, of al other ſorts 
of weapons the laſt weapon of refuge both for horſe- 
men,and footmen,by reaſon that when al their other 
weapons in fight haue failed them, either by brea- 
king,loſſe,or otherwiſe,they then haue preſentlic be- 
taken themſclues to their ſhort arming Swords and 
Daggers,as tothe laſt weaponsg,of great cffe& & exc- 
cution for all Martiall ations: ſo our ſuch men of 
watre (contrarie to the auncient order and vſc Mili- 
raric)doo now a daics preferreandallowethat armed 
Theirmifta- menPiquers, ſhould rather weare Rapiers of a yard 
king of fwords and a quarter long the blades, 'or more, than ſtrong 
ſhort arming Swords; lictle conſidering(or not ynder- 
ſtanding) thata ſquadro of armed men inthe field be- 
ing readie to encounter with another ſquadron, their 
Enemies, ought to ſtreighten and cloſe themſclues 
by frunt and flanckes, and chat after they haue giuen 
cheir firſt thruſh with theix Piques, and being come 
to ioyne with their enemies fruntto frunt,and faceto 
face(and therefore the vie & execution of the piques 
of the formolt rancks being paſt) they muſt preſent- 
lie betake themſelues to the yſe of their Swords and 


Daggers which ney: carnot with any celeritic draw, 
if 


Knight. || 
ifthe blades of their Swords be ſo log:for (in troth)ar- | 
med men in ſuch aRtios, being 1n their rancks ſo cloſe = 
oneto another by flanckes,catnot draw their Swords 
ifthe blades of them be aboue the legth of three quar- 11; 
ters ofa yard , or alittle more : beſics that, Swords be- 
ing ſo long, doo worke ina manner no efte&t, neither Þ 
with blowesnor thruſts where the pweace is {o great, as il 
| 


by Sir yon Smythe, 


in ſuch ations itis as alſo,that Rapier blades being ſo 
narrow, and of ſo ſmall ſubſtance,and made of a yeric 2 
hard temper to fight in priuat frates,in lighting with a- = 
ny blow vpon armour, do preſently breake, and ſo bc- [1 | 
come ynprofitable. Horſemen alſo,8 chieflic Lances, | 
wearing their Swords by their ſides(as Soldiors ought 
to doo)cannot readily drawe them without letting tall 
their bridles out of their left handes,it their Swords be 
aboue the length of three quarters of a yard,or ayardat 
the moſt, 8 yetthat too log. All which colidered,their 
opinion of ſuch long Swords, or Rapiers to be worne = | 
cither by horſmen, or footmen armed, is very ignorat. Theirmiſta- 
Long heauic Daggers alſo,with great brauling Ale- "3% 43g: | 
houſe hilts, (which were neuer vſed butfor priuate y (| 
fraics and braules,and that within leſle than thele for- | | 
tic yeres; ſince which time through log peace,we hauc i L 
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forgotten all orders and diſciphne Militaric)they doo 
no waics difallow,nor find fault withall, but rather al- 
lowethem for their Souldiors to weare, than ſhort ar- 1 
| ming Dagyers of conucnicnt forme & ſubſtance,with- "i 
out hilts , or with little ſhort croſles, of nine or ten in- 
ches the blades,ſuch as not onely our brauc Anceſtors, _ 
butal other warlike Nations, both in watre and peace, nn 
did wearc,and vic. By thewhich they cuidently ſhew 4! 


that they do yery litle conſider how Rs Ro | | 
an Bl 
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| Certen Diſcourſes,written 
and comberſome, ſuch Alehouſe Daggers are for all ! 

ſorts of Souldiors both horſcmen and fogtmen, asalſpw | 

how vnfitchey are to be vſcd with the point and thruſt ?! 

by Soldiors, Piquers or Halbafdiers againſt their ene- 

mics in ſquadron . VV here, by proote, reaſon and ex- 

wm. Perience, inal battailes andother encountcrs,the nerc- 
\ ita -—4 ay nefle and preaſebeing ſo great, ſhorr, ſtrong, and light 
7 arming daggers arc more manjable, and of greater ex- 


—_— —_ ecutioamoneſt al ſorts of armed men, than ſuch long | 


piques throgh. deformed Daggers,as aforeſaid. | _ 7m 
out Exgland *Pyquesalſo (which are the ſtrength ofthe field, as 


| tha fc X . | ha 
\ rel well againſt horſemen as tootemen) they doo allowe 


dereduced in- ofdiuers lengths, ſothat they ſeeme long , hauing no | 
\-'v mprrot regarde to their yniformitie of length, norwhether | 
thatis,cither they bee portable or manjable , thorough their too 
to ſcucnteene much wood, or no; whereby they ſhewe the little $kil 
footc long by : ©.47 {Þ ig nideri 
therule, & elſe *DEy hauc inthe vie of that weapon, conlidering that 
tocightcene P1quers being reduced into ſquadron to fight, ſhould 
foote,'andnot haye all their piques of one cquall and proportionate 

| aboue, which =" . 

| aretwofoore 1eNgth , tothe intent that all the ranckes being cloſed 

| longer thi the by trunt and flanckes, citherto charge an other ſqua- 


| 8 . ' ” —— 
pamarder do fron of Piquers their Enemies , orto receiuc , and rc- 
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vicin their 1. 5% T1 
bcja, & there- Pulſe a charge of Launces, all the points of the Piques 
pircat-wold of cueric rancke carrying one equalitic, and ſo duuerſe 

made Tanckes being incorporated by fruntand flancke, with 
phe, & ofvery their Piques bent againſt their Enemics , may altoge- 
8007 wood, ther giue a greater blowe tg the repulling cither of 
| hold be borch horſemen or footemen, thah if they were of diuerſe 
portableand lengrhs like Organe pipes, jand thereby become of 


| maniable, {efle force and refiſtance . Belides that, itisa veric vn- 


FEY which many [| |] : 

| ofour piques Comelic ſight to ſee a ſquare of Piquers colarged in 

l _— preſent their xanckes to march , that the but:cndes of their 
F- i* | piqucs 
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by Sir Fobn Smythe,R night. 5 
piques through their difequalitic of length, ſhould 
diſorderlic precede one another. All which being 
negleCted and contemned by our ſuch men of warre, 
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ſquadrons doo encounter, and that the firſt thruſh of 
| piques being paſt, they doo preſentlie come to ioyne 
! withſhortweapons,as with Swords, Battlcaxes, and 
daggers, and that then,weapons that are with long 
poynts,long ſtaues,and ſhort edges doo worke no ct- 
tc,by reaſon that the rancks being ſo cloſe, and nere 
by frunt and flankes intheirdiſtances, and the preſſe 
on both ſides ſo great,asin ſuch ations it is, they can 
haue no roume, toſtand thruſting, and foyning with 
long Halbards,nor Piques, as our ſuch menot warre 
doo imagine: but then is the time that the ranckes of 
ſhort Halbards, or Battleaxes of fine foote and a halfe 
long,with ſtrong ſhort poynts, ſhort ſtaues, and long 
edges in the hands of Juſtie ſoldiers that doo followe 
thefirſt ranckes of Piquers at the hceles, both with 
bloweatthe head and thruſt at the face,doo with pu- 
iſant and mightic hand, work wonderfull effe&,and 
carrie all to the ground. And of the great and cxcel- 
lentexccutions of ſuch ſhort Halbards and Battleaxcs 
in battailes,our moſt worthic Aunceſtors, and divers 
other warlike Nations had experience manic yeates 
| rap; C paſt, 
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paſt, when they did vſeto fight maniegreat battailes. 
Now peraduenture ſome not skilful in matters Mili- 
rarie may happen to ſay, that ſuch opinions in wea- 
pons miſtaken 1s no great matter : howbeit they are 
much deceiued; for in matters Mulitaric there is no 
miſtaking ſo ſmall, that in true vnderſtandiog is not 
oreat,and chiefly the miſtaking of weapons, withthe 
which al cfte&ts & executios of warre are performed. 

Caliuers alſo(as they terme them) being of a grea- 
ter length and heighth of bullet, and moreranforced 
than Harquebuzes, and therefore a great deale hea- 
uier,they doo better alloy gf,than they doo of light, 
well formed and ranforeed/Harquebuzes; alledging 
for thcir reaſons, that Caliuers, will carric further 
"Edi and blancke,and alfo giuea greater blowe than 


arquebuzes.Inthe which they dooveric little con- 


fider, that neither Caliuers, nor Harquebuzes (confi- 


dering their vncertaintic)are to bee vſed by anie skil- 


full foldiers with anie volces of ſhot againſt the Ene- 


mic in the fteld,aboue three or foure ſcores atthe far. 
cheſt,and that Harquebyzes withinthat diſtance will 
wound and kill aſwell as Caliuers ; beſides that, 


- throughthelightnes and ſhortnes of themthey are ſo | 


maniable , that the Harquebuziers may skirmiſh a 
grcatdeale longer, and with more dexteritic and cer- | 
teintic, than the Caliucrers with their Caliuers, as al- | 
ſo that ypon a haſtie rettaite they may yeric well ſaue | 
and keepe their peeces being ſo light, tothe intentro. | 
make head againe,whereas the Caliyerers in ſuchac- 
tions, through the overmuch heauines of their pee | 
ces, doo moſt commonlie caſtthem away, and truſt | 
totheir heeles: whereby with great reaſon irmay be 


conclu- 
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by Sir Fohn Smythe, Knight. 6 
concluded, that light Harquebuzes well formed of Harquebuzes 
connicnient length, and ranforced, ſuch as the olde 2fnueniemt 
bands of Italians and Wallons doo ye, are a great deale length ranfor- 
more maniable, more fir, and therefore of greater ef. <% Pettertha 
fetfor ſoldiersto yſe inthe field, than our ordinaric hangs — 
and heauic Caliuers that our ſuch men of warre doo vic Caluers 
ſo much allowe of, 

Now,ſome of our ſuch men of warre that were of 
great offices and charge ynder the Earle of Zeicester, 
chat vras Licutenant Generall of the Queenes Armie 
at Tilburie this laſt fommer 1588. ſeeing the Eſſex re- 
giment of 4000.footmen reduced into great bands of 
4.00. 500. and 600. to an Enſigne, vnder the charge 
and gouecrnment of Knights and Eſquires of great 
wotlſhip,diſcretion, anddefire to doo ſeruice totheir 
Prince & Countrie, they perſwaded him with great 
vehemencic, that it was verie meete and conuenient 
thatall that whole regiment ſhould bee reduced into 
bands of 150. ſoldiers to an Enfigne, or into 200. at Thermita. 
the moſt, and therewithall that all thoſe ſmall bands king of ſmall 
ſhould bee committed to the charge of our trained 44667 
Low Countric Captaines (as they call them) of the preae, 
which there werea great number attending, ſome of 
chem more hungrie after charge, ſpoyleand gaine, 
than skilfulltodo anic great ſeruice, or to win repu- 
tation, or the loue of their ſoldiers. And the chicteſt 
reaſons thatthey did alleage for reducing theminto 
ſuch ſmall bands, were, that the Enemic by ſeeing ſo 
great numbers of Enſignes inthe field, would judge 
the Armicto bee yeric huge,and great in numbers of 
men, and therefore redoubt them the more; beſides 
that, by che umployment of ſuch a number of trained 
C 2 Cap- 
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| Captaines, the regiment, and fo conſequentlie all the 
whole Armic aſſembled and reduced into ſuch ſm:ll 
bands, ſhould bee the more fyll of men of ſeruiceand 
$kill : which their reaſons may ſeeme pretieto ſuch 
as knowe veric little of matters Militarie, and thatdo 
not fall into the reckoning of their ſecond meanings, 
which I omit. HowbeirBot vnſoldierlike perſwa- 
ſfionsand opinions theſe wete, how voprofitable for 
the Prince, and ynfit and ynrcadie for'feruices in the 
field, I will(by the helpe of anightic God) make cui- 
dent. 

When the great Prinkes of Glmbaic, vppon anie 
occaſion or iniurie| offered, are diſpoſed to make 
warre one againſt another, or vpon ah imperiall Ar- 
mie aſſembled to inuade, or reſiſt the Turke, being 
bound (asthey are) by their tenuresMilicarie tothe 
Empire, ſome to finde horſemen, and others to finde 
footmen artheir owne charges, theythen vpon ſuch 
occafions hauec alwaies led, and do ſtill vic, to forme 
their regiments of footmen into great bands of 500. 
toan Enſtgne; and that they vic eſpeciallie for two 

CPN... ſes, the one thereby in their regiments,and ſo con- 
2ndcaſes ſequentlic intheir whole Armies to\ſaue the pay ofa 
whereforethe great ſort of Capraines,Licutenants of bands, Enfign- 
«0p pr bearers,and other tficers,which would bee greatlic 
preat bands of encreaſed,and ſo amount to a farre greater charge and 
500.intheir pay,in caſe they ſhould compoſe ſmaller bands of 300 
== f der/that number : the other cauſ 
Empie, | (040 Enſigne, or ynderithat num er cauſc 
thatdoth mooucthem to forme their bands {o oreat, | 

is, that their milicta conſiſting of Herquebuziers, Pt | 

quers,and ſome Halbarders with ateweſlath (words | 

forthe gard of their Enſigncs;that tholc ſorts of wea- 
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pons, by reaſon of the greatnesof the bands being in 
great compertiments and diuiſions,may be more rea- 
dilicand cafilic drawne out and ſeparated, and with a 
great deale more celeritie incorporated with the 0- 
ther great compertiments of the ke weapons of 0- 
ther great bands , to forme their ſquadrons with 
flecues, wings, troupes,or torlorne hopes(according 
to theorder and direftion of the Coronells, and Ser- 
geants Maiors)than it their bands were ſmaller either 
of 200.0r ynder that number, whereby the comperti- 
ments of weapons ſhould be alſo the {maller,& there- 
by in number thegreater,and ſo conſequently would 
require a longer time,not onlie todrawe our, but alſo 
to.1ncorporate compertiments. with compertiments 
for the forming of battailes with ſleeues, wings, and 
forlorne hopes, as aforeſaid. Beſides that, ſuch great 
bands, both by reaſon and experience areas readic,or 
rather more readic to bee employed cither in whole 
companies yndertheir Captaines and Licutcnants, or 
diuided into parts and Corporolates ynder their Cor- 
porals and Scrgeants for watches,bodics of watches, 
Centinells,and all other ordinarie,and extraordinaric 
employments & aCtions Mllitarie 1n Camp, Towne, 
of Field,than anie{mall bands are. Now, peraduen- 
ture ſome ſuch as doo not vnderſtand this order Mili- 
tarie of the Princes of Germanie aboue. mentioned, 
will ſay, that all the Regiments of foormen .Almanes, 
that cicher|the King of Spaine, or the French King 
hane hired and imploycd anie wates 1n their warres, 
have been bur of 3 00.to an Enſigne, whichis verie 
true; howbeit the cauſe thereof hath been,that when 
{uch Princes haue occaſion to employ ame Merct- 
C 23 _ naric 
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Thecauſe ,  Naric regiments of Almazes;they do ſend their Com- 
wheretore tht. ifſarics into Germanic, to hire ſo manic Coronells 
mane Coro- | as they will hauc Regiments, 1 in cale that they had 
"11a none before in their ordinaric ſtipends and pay ; and 
200. in theſer. thoſe Coronells doo make choiſe of Capraines for 
uiccofforain the leauie of their Regimentsattheir ownepleaſures, 
Princes. andtherefore willaccept of no Capraines,but of ſuch 
as will compound with them and buy their Caprain- 
ſhip,ſoas the more bands the more Capraines,and the 
more Capraines the more compoſitions and profite; 
which peraduenture was the:cauſe that moued ſome 
chiefe officer,or officers ynder the Earle(as imitators 
ofthe A "ul Mercenarics)'to perſwade him to re- 
 duceallthe great and honorable bands aforcſaid, into 
little bands of 150. or 200. thereby to haue the more 
compoſitions vol ſommes of monie at our Lowe 
Countric Captains hands,ſomme of the which would 
notler to giue largelic to obtaine Companies, inten- 
ding after by fleecing andranſoming of their ſoldiers 
being men of wealth, to paythemſclues againe with 
oreat intereſt, which two or three daics before the 
breaking vp ofthe Campe, they veric prerilie did be- 
_ gin. Howbcit,it ſeemeththat ſuch great Officers and 
\ per{waders, had little regarde to the | profite of the 
Prince,nor yetto thEreducing of the Armic with ce- 


leritie and dexteritic into: ſquadrons and battailes,and 


other formes Militaric asaforeſaid, conſidering that | 


thoſe ſmall bands of 150, or'200. oldicrs to an En- 
ſigne, did conſiſt of fiuedifferent ſorts of weapons, 
viz. Piques, Battleaxes, Moſquers, Harquebuzes,and 
Long Bowes, and that theretore cucric one of them 


was to bee reduced into fiue diucts diviſions, which 
| beſides 
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beſides the vncomely ſight to ſee ſo many ſmall com- 
pertiments in cueric ſuchlittle band,ir aA haucre- 
quired a farre longer time pop thedailic & ordinaric 
diſlodging of an Armie reduced into Vaward, Batele, 

and.Rereward, to hauc'drawne out ſo greata number 
of compertiments out of ſuch a number of little 
bands,than our of bands of 500.to hauedrawnea few 
great compertiments, andto haue cncorporated and 
reduced them into anic forme Militarie, Now, 

whereas our ſuch men of warre perſwaded with the 
Earle, that the Enemic would iudge the greatnes of 
the Armic by the grearnes of the number ot Enfignes, 
and'therfore redoubt the more,8 that by the number 
of ſuch little bands vnder ſo manic trained Captains, 
the Armic ſhould be ſo much the more full of men of 
ſcruicczit argueth the inſutficiencie and lack of iudg- 
ment of ſuch perſwaders. For there is no Enemic 
Skilfull in the Arte Mulitarie, that will iudgeof the 
preatnes or {malnes of an Armie in the field, by the 
great or ſmall number of Enſignes or peeces of Taffa- 
ra,but by the frunts and fAlancks of the ſquadrons mar- 
chivg, Ald chieflic by good eſpialls, or by priſoners 
taken. And as for the diſmiſsing and caſsing of the 
Knights and Eſquiers that were Captains of fuch ho- 
norable Companies, that ſuch Lowe Countrie Cap- 
raines might haue ſupplied their places, vpon the di- 
uiding of thoſe great bands into hundreds and fifties, 
or into two hundreds, I thinke it had becna great 
deale more mecte forthe reafons before alledged,that 
all the whole Armie (if it had been farre greaterthan 
it was)for the defence of the realme, ſhould haue been 


reduced into great bands of fiue hundreds,ynder the 
\ charge 
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chargeof Knights and Eſquiers, well choſen, andof 
orcat worſhip intheir Countries, and thata rcat part | 
of our ſuch Lowe Countrie Capraines,( cucr 
knewe what Ty cipline Mulitaric ment, nor yet what 
itisto command or gOUCTNE, AS It may well appeare 
by their infinite diſorders In the Lowe Countries) 
ſhould hauc been diſtributed, and placed throughout 
thoſcgreat bands as Sergeants,or Enſigne bearers vn- 
der ſuch diſcreet and worſhiptull Gehtlemen, to the 
intent that they might firſt learneto obcy,before they 
ſhould hauc authoritic to commaund and gouerne 


| the Yeomanrie of England. 


Now, whereas I haue heard of ſome of our aun- 


 cientand moſt ſufficient Capraines, thatour Engliſh | 
milicia of footmen manic yeares paſt, did conlilt of | 


bands but of 100.to an Enſigne; and that I hauclike- 
wiſe heard by diuers old and notable Capraines Ita- 
lians, thatthe Italian miliciaalſo before the Emperour 


Charles, asalſo inthe beginning of his time,did con- | 
fiſt of bands of tootmen but of 100.t9 an Enſigne, and | 
that thoſe bands of hundreds did conſiſt eucric one | 
ofthembutof one ſort of weapon,asamongſt the Tea- | 
lians of a hundred Piques,(ſfauing that of thatnumber | 
there were a verie fewe partiſans for the garding of | 
their Enfignes) and of a hundred Harqueburzicrs: ſo | 
our bands of hundreds did alſo conliſt of 100. Ar- 
chers,% of 100.Battleaxes,withour compoſing them | 
of diuers forts of weapongaccording to the moderne | 
vic, which ccrtainlie(in mine opinion, ſautag onele 
for the encreaſe of the charges of the Prince) wasa 


ycrie conucnient order,conlidering that cuerie ſort of | 


Wcapon being reduced i into. bands by themſelues, | 
without 
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without compertiments of diuers ſorts of weapons 

in anic one band(ynles it had been of Battleaxes with 

Piques, becauſe thoſe two ſorts of weapons are to en- 

terinto the bodice ofa {quadro)would haue wrought 

that the Sergeants Maiors, and other Officers of the 

field, might with great facilitieand celeritic haue re- 

duced anic meane Armic into manle formes, of bat... +. 

tailes both to march and fight,as alſo that they, might 

have beea lodged in rheir quarters with great order 

and readines in a Campe,or Campes formed. 

Now, whereas our ſuch men of watre did per- 

{wade with the Earle for the reducing of the great 

bands of footmen into ſmall companies of one hun- 

dred and fiftie(as is before declared:) ſo did they like- 

wile perſwade with him to reduce all thoſe ſmall 

bands into little Regiments of one thouſand vnder c- EE 

ueric Coranell; by which their perfwaſions they did king _ 

veric manifeſtlic ſhewe that they vnderſtood verie Regiments to 

little, for what cauſes and reaſons Regiments were >*>etter than 

firſt inſtituted,and ſince amongſt manie Nations con- os 

tioued: howbcit, I doo per{wade my ſelte by that 

which I haue hcard,partlic from their own ſpeaches, 

partlic alſo trom others of yeric great credite, that in 

all their proceedings in matters of warre, they do ra- 

ther followe the newe faſhions of the diſordered 
 warres of France, and the Lowe Countrics vnder the 

States,than anic reaſon and experience Militarie. For 

introth, bands of horſemen and footmen, of which _ 

Armies doo conliſt, were at the firſt reduced into Re+- ; | / 


giments for diugrs cauſes,a pickle forfme,. 7, Fwe vedeces red fr 
Thefirit, chat they right heberter & the more 0-1 


orderlic goucrried, and the more readie ypon all oc- 
D ca{10ns 
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caſions tobe commauaded and imployed. 
The ſecond, that they might bethe bexter, and the 
more conuenientlic lodged in theit quarters. 
Therhird, that they ada) bee the more orderlie 
and readilie placcd in their watches, bodicsof wat- 


by y commatindem AD" © 18am 
ches,and Centinells.*>;,, Lk, 252 Sergeant marry 


The fourth,thatthey might for the defence of their | 
Camp be the more readilie reduced into divers puil- 
fant bodies of ſquadron by themſelues; with fleeues 
and wings in the places of aflemblie. 

Andthe fift,that vpon the diſlodging of an Armie 
reduced 1nto Vaward, Battle,and Rercward,diuers Re- 
iments might the more ordetlie and teadilic incor- 
porate,and reduce themſglues into three mightie bat- 
tailes, or more, according to the orderand direftion 
of the Lieutenant generall, or high Marfhall of the 
field, or cls of the Sergeant Maior Maior, by ſome 
calledthe Sergeant Maiof generall, 

Now, the Launce-knights,A Ihe! (which is the 
Nation of Chriſtendome moſt skilfull of all others 
that eucrT ſawc,to performe theſeations and cites 
before declared, with manic other matters Militarie 
both for the Campe & field)tg the intentto performe 
al ſach ations withthe morecceleritic and dexceririe, 
haue vſed of great antiquitie to forme all their Regi- 
ments of footmen of renne Epſignes to cueric Regi- 
ment, and ſo they did yſe manic yearcs paſt, when e- 
ueric one of their Regiments did conliſt of fiue thou- 
ſand ſoldiers,at which timetheir bands did confiſt of 
fiuc hundred to cueric Enſign. And'of later ycates 
they reduced their Regiments to bee of foure thou- 
land,and thei bands to be of foure hundred to an En- 

ſ1one. 
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ſigne. Andlaſt of all,their Regiments to Tee of three 
thouſand, and ſo their bandsto bee of three hundred 
to euerie Companic, which dothat this preſent'con- 
tinue, vnles itbec in the publique (cruices of the Em- 
pire againſt the common Encmic the Turke, or in 
their ownepriuate ſeruices,as is betore declared. 
Now, if our ſuch perſwaders betore mentioned 
were of ſo great conſideration and iudgement,as they 
would {cemeto be,they would veric well know ma 
great Regiments of fine, foure,or three thouſands that 
dob conliſt of great bands of fiue,foure, or three hun- 
dreds, are a greatdeale more readieto be commaun- 
dell and gouecrned, and therewithall to pertorme all 
actions Militarie, with a great deale more celcritic 
and dextcritic, than if they were reduced into little 
Regiments of thouſands; & ſmall bands of hundreds 
and fifties. Andthat may be with greatfacilitie cc conſi- 
dered by the like compariſons and reaſons, I 
hauc defole alleaged, that great bands of five hun- 
dreds, and ſo conſequentlic by the like reaſons of 
foure or three hundreds are morereadie to bee redu- 
ccd into forme, and imployed in all important ſerui- 
ces with more celeritie & dexteritic,than ſmall bands 
of hundreds and fifties,or two hundreds are : Belides 
all which, by forming of ſuch ſmall Regiments of 
one thouſand, the Prince doth coniumea tarre grea- 
ter pay, than by forming of great Regiments ot fiue, 
fourc,or three thouſand, by realon of the great num- 
ber of officers, which are encteaſed by ſuch great nii- 
bers of little Regiments. And tor turther proofe and 
confirmation of eueric forementioned particularitic, 
I were able toallcadge manic more reaſons,it it were 
| D z not 
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not to auoide prolixitic. Howbcit, peraducature i it 
may now be ſaid ynto-me, that the Tercissof the Spa- 
niayds that haue ſerued manie yeares in the Lowe 
Countries, doo conſiſt ſome of them bur of rwelue 
hundred,and others of fifteenc hundred,and ſome of 
more, and others of fewer, which I copfeſſe to bee 
true, but thar hath proceeded ofthis, that they are nor 
entire Tercios,nor neuer wereſincethey weredrawne 
out of ſuch principalities where they before were re- 
ſident, as for example : when the Duke of Alba was 
to come out of 7ralie with his Armie, to/ſuppreſle the 
inteſtine tumults of the Lowe Countries, the whole 
Tercios of Sicilie, Naples, Sardeima,and Lumbardy were 
notdrawne out of thoſe gouernmets,but certen great 
parts ofrhem,which notwithſtanding were called by 
the names of Tercios, with, additions ofthe names of 
the goucrnments & pri incipalitics from whencethey 
came,as though they had bin entire, whereas in troth 
they were but certen great parts of thoſe Tercios. For 
a Texcio is not to bee holden for compleate of anic 
ſmaller number than of 300g, ſoldiers; according to 
the ordinaric regiments of 1talians,wallons,and other 
Nations that arc in theſe daics of the like number. 
 Caliuers and Maſquets for ſeruices in the field 
they extoll and magnifie, and chieflic Moſquets, per- 
{wading as muchas they can all Magiſtrates,and men 
of accompt, that battailes and viftories in theſe our 
daics areto bee obrained chieflie by the force and cx- 
cellencie of thoſe weapons ;and that the forraine E- 


nemic leckingto inuade'vsin anie Hayen with a Na- 


vieand Armieroyall,fhould with foure or fiue thou- 


and 
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and kept from landing. And that certen Sconces by 
them deuiſed without anie Bulwarks, Flanckers, Tra- 
ueſles, Mounts, Plattormes, wet or dric Ditches in 
forme,with Counterſcarps,or any other good forme 
of fortification, but onelic raiſed and formed with 
earth, turfe, trench, and. certen poynts,angles,and in- 
dents, ſhould bee able to hold out the Enemie landed 
ſomethree or foure daies, vntill the force of three or 
foure ſhires were aſſembled. They alſo doo further 
attribute ſuch excellencie vnto Moſquets, that no 
ſquadrons of horſemen or footmen, what number 
ſocuer they haue of Archers, areanic waies able to a- 
bidethe volces and terrour of that weapon, being in 
orcat numbers within20. or 24. ſcores, but that they 
mult of neceſsitie bee diſmembred and broken. To 
the weaponof Caliuers before mentioned, they alfo 
give exceeding commendation for skirmiſhes and 
encounters inthe field, ſaying that they may sktrmiſh 
with that weapon 10.0r 12 {cores of,to the great ter- 
rourand hurt of the Enemie. Vpon which excellent 
cfte&s by them attributed ro the aforenamed wea- 
pons of fire,they haue perſwaded (as much as doth in 
them lie) that all our bands of Jate yeares crected for 
thedefence of the Realme,ſhould bee filled with ma- 
nie Moſquettiers and Caltuerers, and tewe Piques, 
and for ſhort weapons being Bils(which I call Bartle- 
axcs)they make ſmall accompr. 

Now, for anſwere to ſome of thele vnſoldierlike 
opinions,I ſay,thatifanic ſuachas doo hold that won- 
derfull opinion of the effects of Moſquettiers (how 
good ſoldiers ſocucrthey thinkethemſclues) were at 


anc Haucn in England with flue or fixc thouſand of 
: ID's: .. the 


*s, 
$ 
np 
F 


' of chew Ramp OV Ay 


$ + 2) take order beforethat proclamatio be made through- 


Certen Diſcourſes,written*- 
the beſt Moſquertiers that rhey cuer ſaw of our Eog- 
liſh nation, withoutal wo ' rkelnen and foot- 
men of other weapons to backethem, I thinke they 
would -worke yeric ſmall effett againſt the Encmie 
landing,although they had ehſconſed them(elue s (as 
they terme 1t)in ſuch Sconles as they and their Engi- 
ners formed this laſt ſommer 1 5 8 8.yppon the Sea 
coaſts of Suffolke, and in Eſſex and Kent, on both fides 
of the river of Thames. For if they ſhould ſeea Nauie 
with an Armie of thirtic or fortic thouſand men (be- 
ſides ſeamen,and ſuchas ſhould be left forthegard of 
the ſhipps)vnder ſome notable and ſufficient General 

_ enter intoanie capable Hauch of England, with wind 
and weather fir for their/putpoſe, with intention to 


- invade (which God forbid) they ſhould finde them- 
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| Walt col -a»i«z /1clucs in their opinions wondertullic deceiued. For 


| mes 2,p5oecge” this they arc to knowe, that ſuch aGenerall being 
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outall his ſhipps and veſlells,that no man vpon paine 

.. of death being landed, ſhall ſtraggle or ſtray abroad, 
bur all ſoldiers to reduce themſclues with all celeritie 

- vnder their Enſignes; which done, a Cannon is diſ- 
charged outof the Generallsſhip, which is a warning 
forall Captaines,Officers and Soldiers to arme them- 
ſclues and to take their weapons. | And yppon the (e- 
cond Cannon diſcharged, the Captaines,and Evſign- 
bearers with their Enſignes in their hands, with ſuch 
coucntent numbersof Moſquettiers, Harquebuziers, 
Piquers, and Halbarders, asthe long, boates,Shallops, 
Fregatts, A zabres, and other ſuch veſlells of oares ly- 
ing readic atthe ſhipps {idesare capable of, doo enter 

F- | into 
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into them,cucrie long boate hauing two Baſes afore- 
ſhip readie charged, and gunners readie to diſcharge 
them. Then ypon thethird Cannon diſcharged, all 
the long boates and veſſells of oares for the Janding 
of men, dorowe with all furie towards theland with 
a wonderfull terrible noiſe of trompets & drommes. 
Now, if our ſuch men of warre with their Moſquer- 
tiers would giue their yolees of Moſquet ſhot vppon 
theſe ſhipboares full of men, with intentto deſtroye 
great numbers of them being ſo thicke and ſo manie, 
they ſhall finde that diſcharging their Moſquet ſhot 
from higher grounds downwards into the ſea, which 
by the 7raltans are called Borri di ficco,accomprted of all 
other \difchargings moſt yncertaine, as alſo by the 0- 
uermiich diſtance, and continuall motion of the ſhip- 
boatcs rowing, and with the ſwelling of the ſalt wa- 
ter (how calme ſocuer it bee} made more yncertaine, 
they ſhall ſhoote verie yncertainlie,& therefore work 
verielittle or no ctte&ro rhe deſtroying of theirene- 
mies, oranie waies to keepethe from landing. Beſides 
that,the Enemies out of ſuch their ſhipps as are neereſt 
vnto them,will diſcharge Cannon, Culucrin and Sa- 
ker ſhotro the terrifying of them 3; ſo as their ſhip- 
boates in deſpight of their Moſquets comming to 
land, and they preſentlie ſending certen troupes of 
Harquebuziers, with ſome Halbarders vnder their 
conductors, to skirmiſh and entertaine the Moſquet- 
tiers, whileſt the Piquers and other weapons doo te- 
duce; themſelues into forme ynder their Enſignes, 
they ſhall finde in the ſpace of three or toure houres 
abouetwelue or fiftcene thouſand men landed; who 
then taking ſome ground of aduantage to forcifie,and 
ACTET I | LO 


ro place their victuall, potedl ,andall ben of muni- 
tions,they withall ſpeedepg {sible do proceed tothe 
landing oftheir Artillericand Munitions,withall the 

 reſtoftheir Armie both of horſemen and footmen. 
[E ©; a» bee - Which bcing by them performed, they preſentlic 


a 
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2 2 ION make their approach vpon their indented Sconce,not 
17 A - with anie crooked or crofle trenches, gabions, nor 
| ya idle; 'G "== "*mounts, according to the ofder of approaching, and 
ifle ce boege .-» barcering of places in formefornfied, but with other 
26-19; = --=/* inventions gardable againſt Moſquet ſhot(that perad- 
6 i Yo -4pin3 _— uenture our ſuch men of warre are ignorant of) asal- 
/++» + ++» =» with Moſquet and Harquebuzeſhot, with piques, 
| and halte piques, ſwords and rargets,and withladders 
if itbe needfrrl,in ſuch terrible ſort,as that great num- 
ber of our ynskilfull Moſquerttiers and Caliuerers 
within their Sconce, would be found fcarſe ableto a- 
bidethe firſt charge and aſſault, ſecing ſo puiſſant an 
Encmiclanded. And I doubt rather whenthey ſhould 
ſce with whatterrour the Enemies doo approach the 
land, and the ſmall annoyance that they with their 
Moſquer ſhot ſhould worke vppon them, that they 
would ſcarſcabide the landing of thefirſt boates full 
of ſoldiers, without abandoning borh Sconce and 

ſhoretothe Enemie. ' | 
And whercas our ſuch men of watrethelaſt ſom-- 
mer had manie deuiſes in their headgof enſconcing 
of Sconces for the defenceiof diucrs Hauens; if they 
Anaincopi- were men of ynderſtanding in fortification (asthey | 
-- neg would ſeemeto be) they might verie well know that 
Sconcesin the CRETE 1S a great difference png the ſcituations and | 
dric grounds - natures of the drie gronnds of England, and thoſe of | 
of England, Holland, Frizeland, and Fer ſuch lov and flat Coun- | 


tr1es | 
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tries full of riuers, great ditches, mariſhes, and wet 


grounds, where they may cnſconce themlſelues with 
ſmall coſt within linle Ilands,or vpaapgynts 8 mec- 
cingyot rivets ;PLelbere,bytheapgningatiluces. 
and dykes, or cutting of banckes and trenches, they 
may couiron themſclues with water on cuerie (ide. 
The beſt ſort of which Sconces being more ſtrong 
by nature and ſcituation, than by anicarte or forme 
of fortification, may in thoſe parts reſiſt and hold out 
a weake or an ynskiltull Enemie ſome long while : 
bur ſuch their enſconciogs in the dric grounds ypon 
the Hauens of England, are to ſmall purpoſe to hold 
out a puiſſant Enemie,it he ſhould land,or anic waies 
to keepe him from landing. And therfore I conclude, 
that ſuch fortifications in England arc yerie skornes 
and mockcries,and would be rather profitable for the 
Enemie landed, than anic waics to annoy or to reſiſt 
the Encmic. | Belides all which before alleaged, it is 
further to bee noted, that a puiſſant and mightic Ene. 
mie that inthe time of ſommer intenderh the inua- 
fion of forrainedominions by ſea,to the intent to giue 
battaile and ſubdue, doth not alwates binde himlelte 
to land his Armie ina Hauen, but ſometimes ypon an 
open coaſt and ſhoare, if the ſea (without hidden 
rockes and flatts)be deepe,andthe wind and weather 
fairc, hauing commoditic by the depth of the ſeato 
approach his Nauic,and to caſt ancker in open roade, 
necre vnto,a commodious ſhoare & countrieto land 
and march ypon. So as it behoucth all ſuch Princes, 
as doubt the inuaſton of their dominions by ſea, not 
onlieto expeCt and prouide for the refiſting of the E- 
nemic in their Ports and Hauens, but alſo to haucas 

E orcat 


' held. 


Certen Diſcourſes, written 
oreat regard to ſome Tuch open and commodious 
ſhoares,as are before mentioned. VV hich cannot be 
performed anivlaze with enſconcing of Sconces, ar 

| m—__— Dt onclic 
with agreat and extraordinaric wiſedome, and with 
the vahant handsofa puillant Armicand Campetor- 
med. Now, whereas they attribute ſuch excellencie 
nto Moſquettiers with their Moſquets,that being in 
| oreatnumbers, and backed with fome ſquadrons of 
Anvaſoldier- Piques,they areable 20 or 24.ſcores offto break and 
= 9's "9 diſmember ſquadrons both/of horſemen and too. 
Moſquets for 1MEN 3 True it is, that Moſquetsbeing inthe hands of 
ſeraicesin the <{iIful Moſquerticrs,arc of great efteCt for divers pur- 
poſes; and that kinde of weapon of thatlength with 
reſtes, and ſo ranforced, was firſt vſcd in/Tralteaboue 
60. yearespalt (as I haueduers times heard anncient 
Capraines of the 7ralianand Spaniſh Nation ſay) and 
that at that time they were employed for che detence 
of places fortified, as alſo out of trenches againſt pla- 
_ ces fortified being belteged, which werethe verie na- 
turall places and of greateſt effect for that weapon; 
howbeir, ſince thattime they haue beenyſed in moſt 
Moſquettiers Armies inthe field both on horſebacke and on foote, 
on horſebacke but chictlie on foote, but never in ame great number 
| mtu . vntill the Duke of Alba came to gouerne the Lowe 
Charles,ansd Countries; who greatlic cacreaſed the piber of thar 
Henrierhe yweapon for ſoldiers on foote. To the which encreaſe 
A zz; of Moſquertiers helong before hadperſwaded with 
times, to flank qUEtt1Ccrs NC1ONg DETOTE Nad pertwaded vil 
aſquarcof rhe Emperour Charles, howbeit he could neuer bring 
© ———__— . It to palle, becauſe there were diners great 8 notable 
at avorher Captaines, ſuch asthe Marqueſle of Guaſt, Don Fer- 
(quare of Lai- nando Gonzaga, ” BaptisTa Caſtaldo, Antonio Dore, 
/ | | | al :d 
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and the Marquelle of Marinzan, with diuers other <*thcirene 


mies, and they 


principall men of his councell of warre, that did vt- gid y{c ro 

terlie miſlike the encreaſcment of that weapon for weare halfe 

thefield as roo burdenſome and heauie for ſoldicrs to _ m_ 

v{cin battailes or great encounters ; but for within pull forward 

townes beſieged,or out of trenchesagainſt places for- 97Purvace- 

tified,they did greatlic allow ofthem : But the Duke chargetheis 

at this time being Licutenant generall and abſolute Moſques fr6. 

Goucrnour inthe Lowe Countries{as aforeſaid) ſce- 

ing the numbers of Rueters inall Armics cncreaſed, 

and thatthe moſt of thoſe Rutrers, as alſothat manic 

Captaines and Officers of footmen were armed at 

the proofe of the Harquebuze,he to the intent to fru- 

ſtrate the reſiſtance of their armours, did encreaſe his 

numbers of Moſquettiers,the blowes of the bullets of 

which, no armours wearable can reſiſt. And this I 

haue heard of diucrs auncient Captaines both 7ra- 

lians and Spamards, whodid rather allowe of the opi- 

nion of thoſe great Captaines, than of the Duke of 

Albas ſogreat encreaſing ofthat weapo.Since whoſe 

time the Duke of Parma after the death of the Com- 

mendador and Don Inand Ausria, being appoynted 

by the King of Spaine to bee Lieutenant generall and 

goucrnour there, (ceing the greateſt part ofthe Lowe : 

Countries reuolted, and loſt through Don Inan d A u- 

ſtrias compoſition; 8& that he was therfore to recoucr 

citie after citic, and towne after towne, becauſe they 

were all fortified more or lefle, and thatwhen he had 

won them, he mult keepe & defend them with garri- 

ſons; forthe which two eftefts of winning & defen- 

ding of townes & places fortified, that kind of weapo 

being verie excellent, he a wg his Moſquettiers 
2 , to 
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Certen Diſcourſes,written 

to a farre greater number (as I haue heard) than the 
Dukeof Alba cucr had. Howbeit, I knowethat the 
Duke of Alba had more cauſe to vie Moſquettiers in 
ſeruices.of the field ypon diners occaſions, than anic 
of his ſucceſſors goucrnours of thoſe Provinces cuer 
had,by reaſon of the often inuaſions of Counte Lodo- 
wick, the Prince of Orange, and/others; and therefore 
he being(as he was)a great Captaine, and of great ex- 
perience and skill 1n all diſcipline and ſcience Milita- 
ric, did yſe to confetre with his Coronells,and Mae- 
ſtros de Campo, and Sergeants Maiors of the vſe of all 
weapons in their due times and places, and of their 
diſtances in cuerie ſort, as of yerie important matters 
belongingto the Arte Militarie; in ſuch wiſe as there 
was notanie Captaine, Alferez, Sergeant of band, or 
Cabo de Eſquadragthat did not khowe(both by inſtruc- 
tion and praCtiſc)the particular operations and cifes 
of all weapons, and chieflie of the Moſquet and Har- 
quebuze, in which two weapons the Spaniards hauc 
becnaccompred of manic yeates to bee moſt perfect 
and skilfull, 1n ſuch ſort as there were notanic Cap- 
taines or Leaders in his Miliciaſo1gnoratthat would 
permit their Moſquettiers to giue anie! yolces from 
their reſtes,cither at horſemenor footmen in march, 
oranie motion, aboue 8, or 10. ſcores at; the fartheſt, 
becauſe they knewe (both by'inſtruQtion and expe- 
rience)that with that weapon(being for diners cauſes 
vcric yncertaine) they ſhould in diſcharging farther 
of, haue wrought veric ſmall ornone cfteCt to the a- 
noyance of their Enemies, For although the Moſ- 
quet ranforced and well charged with good powder, 
would carrica full bullet poyntand blancke 24.0r 30. 

7 1 | ſcores, 
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ſcores,doth jictherefore followe thatthey ſhould one 1f Moſquet- 
| F XN 7 uers may g1ue 
volces of Moſquet ſhot20. or 24. ſcores of ? whereas gigs” 


in failing to takethcir iuſt lightat poynt and blancke lees 24.frores 


no more bur the length of acorne, their bullets doo *f (a5itis 
fondlie repor- 


worke as much cftect againſtthe Moone, as againſt \@g)then rome 
the Enemie that they ſhoote at. Beſides thar, in ſo number of 


great a diſtance of ground, how truelie ſocuer they —_— 5 


taketheir ſights at poynt and blancke, the ayre doth could with 


warke yer great cfte& with their bullers that are thcir flights 
| "kc ſhoote 24.07 


| < : 
lower by x borethan the height of their peeces, to ,. £,re.(.s 
carric them from the marke| or markes that they are there be manie 


ſhot at. As alſo that by proofe they may finde,that in De ney 


giuing their yolees of Moſquerſhor but onhie rwelue ceafon giue 


{cores,at cither horſemen or footmen that are in mo- voleesot 
flights at their 


tion, they ſhalkworke no great annoyance, by reaſon ,Seten 
thar the bullers being ſo much lower than the heigth (cores of, 


of their pceces (as is aforeſaid) doo naturallic mount which both 
the one & the 


and flie yncerrainlie. Beſides that,no Moſquettiers in 1. ac moc. 


ations of the field can haue the time to charge their ror bee 
| thought of, 
peeces and take their fights at poyntand blancke, as \MOrent > 


they may being within trenches, OT from outof Bul- 15noO weapon 


warkes, Curtins, and Rampiers in places fortified; inthe field ef. | 


| . . FS; ectuall, fur- 
where, with greatleiſure they may charge theirpee- jc... 


ces with full bullets and charges,and ſhoot from veric conuenicne 
certeine reſts,as it were de man pue$to (as the Spaniards 7n* cenen 
call it.) By which reaſons and experiences ofthe vie © 
ofthat weapon in the field, rhe lacke of experience 

and indgement in our ſuch men of warre, that talke 
of24.0r20.ſ{corecs like nouices and Viſo30s, may ve- 
riccuidentlic appeare and giue occaſion to anie ſuch 

as haue ſcene the true effects thereof, to thinke that 


they nceuer ſawe anic important matter performed 
E 3 with 


F4 
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with that kind of weapon in theheld, 

Now, whereas they giuc ſo great commendation 
to the Caliuer,that with that kind of weapon ſoldiers 
may giue volces of ſhot inthe plaine fields 10. or 12. 
ſcores off, to the great annoyance both of horſemen 
and footmen ; Torhat I anſwere, that it is a yerie vn- 
{oldicrlike opinion, and contratie to all experience 
and yſe of old ſoldiers,and chieflic of the old bands of 
Italians,Spaniards,8 wallons,who by long experience 
do better knowe what effects both Hikoulbazcs and 
Moſquets of all heighthes doo work, than they doo. 
And becauſe that by cotinuall experience they T_—_ 
the wonderfull yncecrtaintie of thoſe kinds of wea- 
pons inthe field, they will neuer Skirmiſh,nor other- 
wiſc giueanic volecabouc 2. 20. 30.e# 40, paces off 
at thefartheſt, alchough it beeat a whole {quadron or 
rroupe of horſemen or footmen: {auing that true it is, 
that the old ſoldiers Harquebuziers Spanidyds, ſeeing 
their cnemies inthe field {orne 8.9.0r 10.{cores oft, by 


' the commandement of their officers doo ſometimes 


giuca yeric tewe ſhotatrheir enemies, with no cther 
intent but to abuſe and procutethema to giue their yo- 
lees with all furic, that thereby they may ſpendrheir 
powderand bullets, heate their pecces,and worke no 
effect, whereby they ſtill keeping the force of their 
ſhot, may after giuetheir whole volees atthcir ene- 
op oening within 10.15.0r 20. paces;and for 
that eftetthe Spaniards doo yſethis phraſe ; diſpareſe 
de lexos, para atraher, y enganay bobos, which our ſuch 


charge a farre men of warre may muclic confeſle, if cuctthey ſawe, 


of, to draw 01 
and daeceiue 


 @orterells, 


» and cncountred with anic puiſſanc numbers of thoſe 


Nations inthe field. i | 


Now, 
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Now, becauſe they doo ſo much miſtake the ef- 
fe&sof thoſe rwo weapons of fire, the Moſquet and 
Caliuet, attributing ſuch excellencic ynto them for 
the field as is not to be performed with them,thereby 
to bring our Magiſtrates, and the better ſort of our 
people & Nation into miſliking of ourancient wea- 
pon the Long Bowe, wiſhing the vtter extinguiſhing 
of that kind of weapon as ynprofitable and of none 


effect for the warrs of theſe ourdaies,I will ſet down T4 4 +7 
the perfetions and imperfe&ions both ofthe Moſe Zn 
quet, Caliver and the Long Bowe, attributing vnto -7;/7 <> #5 
cach one of them the true cttedts, that by comms eX-7 


perience and reaſon haue been, and may be wrought 


witheueric ſort of them inthefield, that by compa- 
ring the perfeCtions, imperfeCtions,and ctteQts of the 
ſoldicrs, and their weapons of fire, with the perteCti- 
ons,imperfeQtions,and cies of the Archers & their 
Bowes, all men of conſideration and indgement (bee 
they ſoldiers or men of peace) may indge which of 


thoſe three ſorts of weapons are of greateſt eftet for 


battailes and great encounters, and other ations 1n 
the ficld,and not in places fortified. 

And therefore beginning with Harquebuzes, by 
many miſcalled Caliuers:which Harqueburzes if they 
bee well ranforced, and the Cannons of them not a- 
bouea yard in length, and the bore & bullets not too 
great, with ſtocks of good forme, I think them to be 
veric maniable weapons, for {uch foldiers as are well 


£ > gg ALLE 


X . YOoPer 
praCtiſed,8& do know how to yſethem, & do worke LEY 


and pla= 


moſt effte&t in woods,and whereas vines orſhrubs do cc for Har- 


orow,& from behind old ruined walls,as alſo wher 


as there be trenches,deepe waics, bancks, hills,rocks, 


| OL 


N quebuzicrs, 
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Certen Diſcourſes,written 
or hedges, oranie other couert, where they may he 
cloſe, and finde anic thing to ſerue them|for reſts to 
diſcharge their peeces from, and ſo ypon the ſodaine 
giuing volecafter yolee are of great (eruice.8& chiefly 
tor ambuſhes,being faire weather ouer head. And al- 
ſo in the plaine fields rwo:or three ranckes of them 
being placed almoſt cloſe to the frunt ofa ſquadron 
of piques, and likewiſe yponthe flanckes and backe 
of the ſame ſquadron, are of goodetteAtzo giue their 
volces ata {quadron, or diuers ſquadtons ot Launces 
charging the piques; and that they muſt performeal- 
together vpon their right knees fro vaderthe piques, 
which muſt garde them againſt the charge of the 


| Launces. But they muſt takeheede that they doo not 


giuc their yolce at the horſemen till they come with- 
in cight, tenne, or twelucgamy and not eight, tenne, 
or twelue {cores,as our ſuchmen of warre do fondly 
ralke and teach; and in that fort a) 


ort they. may worke ye- 
ric good cfteCt, if their ES C SITES 


ougktto be. If two ſquadrons of Piquers alſo ſhould 
cometo ioyneand chargethe onerthe other, certcine 
nibcrs of Harqueburziers being] reduced into flecues, 
wings,and troupes, vpon the flanckes and corners of 
a {quadron,arc of good cfteQ,viuing their volees not 
roo farre off, ſo long as there are no horſemen in the 


” 


held to breake them. | | 
Harquebuzicrs alſo being reduced intg wings,and 
little {quares and troupes in the field, aduanced and re- 
tired with ſome ſocieties, or Cameratlasof looſe ſhot 
arc of good ctteQ for skirmiſhes againſt the like wea- 
pons,andagainſt Moſquettiers,ſo that they be backed 
with Piques, Halbards, or Battleaxes,and that inthat 
| kind 
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kind of aftion,they doo not diſcharge their peeces a- 
boue thirrie, fortie, or faftic yards, or three {core at the 
| moſt,and that with great order and diſcretion. And 
theſe arethe chiefe ctteCts of that kind of weapon. 

Now, as for Moſquettiers with their long ranfor- 
cedand hcauic pecces of great munition and buller, 
they doo worke veric good effect in the like places 
and ſeaſons, ſauing thar they are not to be imployed 
aslooſc ſhot in skirmiſhes :howbeit,the verie proper 
and aptplaces for Moſquettiers inthe field,isto be re- 
duced into ſleeues, wings, broad ſquares or troupes, 
ro flancke a, * of armed men, or to de- 
fend a ſtraight. For thoſe kindof ſoldiers hauing their 


The moſt apr 
and proper 


Moſquetslong, ranforced, and of great munitionand places for 


buller, clapping their peeces yppon their forkes,may 
ſhoote with ſome certaintie from of thoſe reſts,to the 
annoyance and miſchiefe of well armed men,be they 
on horſeback or on foote : howbeir,for the skirmiſh 
they worke little effeCt,by reaſon that the ſoldiers be- 
ing in continuall motions, and troubled with heauie 
pecces of greatlengrh, as alſo with their forkes hang- 
ing vppon their fingers, cannot yſe their Moſquets 
with ſomuch readines anddexteritic,as the Harque- 
buziers their Harquebuzcs; being a-great deale more 
lighrand ſhort,and without forkes. And to vſetheir 


peeces without reſtes (as ſome of our ſuch menof 


wartre doo permit them, whenthey come newe tothe 
field luſtic and ſtrong) is contrarie to the yle of that 
weapon, becauſe they performeno effe@t agaiaſt the 
Enemie,by reaſon they arenot able (how ſtrong ſoc- 
uer they bee) to beare their Moſquets with their left 
armes at ante point and blancke, being in continuall 

F motions; 


Moſquettiers 


to worke good 


clicct. 
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motions; beſides that,it is the next way to make them 
lame in their armes, ſhoulders, and backes. Iwo 
ranckes of Moſqucttiers alſo becing reduced before 
the frupt of a ſquadron of piques, knechng vppon 
theirknces, and encouered with piques, and viing 
their Moſquets as skilfull ſoldiers ſhould doo, maic 
worke the like effeCt, or berter againſt a ſquadron of 
Launces charging, than three ranckes of Harquebu- 
zZicrs can doo. But they muſt rake heed thatthey giue 
not their volee of ſhot at the Launces anie greater di- 
ſtance off,than fifreene or twentic yards,becaufe they 
may ſhoote the more certeinlieyand nofaile to light 
cither ypon the horſes or men, And now hauing de- 
clared the chicte cfiefts of both thoſe ſorts of wea- 
pons, I will proceed to the imperfeQtionsand com- 
mon accidents of them both, as alſo of the berter ſort 
of ſuch ſoldiers as do handle and yſec thoſe weapons, 
of what Nation ſocuer they be. | | 

All Harquebuziers in skirmiſhes,or great enconn- 
ters,or being reduced into anie forme,doo common- 
lie diſcharge their pecces without taking anic cer- 
tetne fight ar poynt and blanck,and out of their poynr 


and blancke they doo neither kill nor hurt, aatetioes 


- 


It Harquebuziers alſo or 
Moſquettiers in taking their fights, doo faile butt he 
length of a wheate corne in the heighth of their point 
and blancke,they worke noawette©t at the marks that 
they ſhoote at, although they bee verie great; and in 
caſe they dootake their ſightsat iuſt poynt & blanke, 
yet by reaſon that their bullers are lower by boars 


 thanthe heighth of their peeces, the ſaid bullets doo 


naturallie mount,and flie yncertaiplie and wide from 
the 


NN | 
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the marke or markes that they are ſhot at, and the fur- 
ther in diſtance the more they faile.The Harquebuze 
& Moſquetalſo being diſcharged but ſeuen or eight 
ſhootes 1n haſt, doo growe hote,and then doo worke 
ſmall cfte&, bur daunger tothe ſoldiers that doo oc- 
cupicthem. 

Itthe powderalſo with the which they are char- 
ged bee nor well corned, and with ſufficient quanti- 
tic of ſaltpeter, and kept verie dric, it furreth the 

eccs,and carrieth the bullets poynt and blanke but a 
ittle way, and manic times, goc not off atall. The 
match alſo if it bee notof veric good ſubſtance, well 
wrought,and yeric well twiſted, and kept ycric drie, 
whereby the cole of the ſame may be hard and good, 
it gineth no fire to the touchpowder; beſides thar, if 
the touchpowder bee not dric it taketh no fire, how 
good {ocuerthe cole of the match be. The Harque- 
buzicrs and Moſquettiers alſo, charging their peeces 
inanicattions of the field, if in mouing or traucrſing 
their grounds, they do not looke well to the keeping 
vp of the mouthes of their pecces, but that by anic 
x 29 ie the ends of them doo goe anic thing down- 
ward, the bullers that are ſmaller by y boarethan the 
heighth of the cannons of their peeces,doo fall to the 
ground ; wherevpon it happeneth, that manic Har- 
queburzicrs and Moſquerttiers thruſting nothivg atter 
their bullers to keep themclole to the powder,doo in 
vaine diſcharge the powder without the bullets. Al- 
ſo it harqueburzicrs or moſquettiers do not cotinually 
keepe their peeces cleane without moyſture or ruſt, 
andalſo take great heed thatthey do not ouercharge 
the,they cither puttheir m_ in hazard of breaking, 
2 Or 


£ 
| 
i 
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or els themſelues to bee ouerthrowne with the recu- 
ling ofthem.Orif wg ng 1 Moſquertiers in 
charging their peeces, do not charge them with con- 
uenient and full charges, and: chictlte the Harquebu- 
zicrs,and thatthe powder beeyerie good andarie, as 
alſo that they doo with their'ſcouting ſtickes thruſt 
either paper or felt, or ſomething /els betweene the 
powder and the bullers,or atthe lealt afterthe bullets, 
whereby the whole charges of powder being reſtrai- 


ned may take fire,and giue the more force to the bul- 


lets likewiſe reſtrained, they performe but ſmal cfte&; 
for ſuch Harquebuziers and Moſquetners, as charg- 
ing their pecces in ations of the field, doo not vie to. 
putanicthing berweene the powder and rhe bullets, 
nor yet after the bullets ro keepe the powder and bul- 
lets firmeand cloſe together, doo diſcharge much of 
the powder whole out of the mourthes of their peeces 

vnfred, yaleſſe the powder bee merueilous dricand 
good; tor bullets forthe field being ſmaller and lower 
(as isaforeſaid) than the heighths/of the pecces by g 

bore, the firſt powder withinthe Cannons next vnto 
thetouch hole taking fre, doth drive outthe bullets, 
with the powder next yntothe bullets vnfired, be- 
cauſerhat both the powder and bullets doo lie looſe 


yareſtrained, by meanes whercof the bullets doo nei- 


ther workethar cttect in theirdiſtances of pointand 
blancke, that otherwiſe they would doo, nor yer in 
the force of their blowes. Beſides all which defaults 
& deteCts, neicher the Harquebuze not the Moſquert 
in wet weather in the field doo worke anic etfet. All 
which ſo manic imperfections of Harquebyziers and 
Moſquettiers (as arc before declared, with manic 0- 

= =_=_ 
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thers that I omit)arethe cauſes that vpon maniegreat 
skirmiſhes and encounters that haue been veric hot, 
and continued manic houres, with newt ſupplics on 
eucrie {1de,it hath often happened,that in diſcharging 
on both ſides manie thouſands of bullets within 


three, foure, or ftue ſcores, and neerer,there hath nor 


been on both {ides ſlaine and hurt with bullets thirtic bay > co: ra 


men,which greatlie argueth the inſufficiecte of thoſe with Harque- 
kinds of weapons for battailes and great encounters. buze ſhotin 
Soas it is to bee noted, that ſuch of our men of warre GI 

as doo giue (o fingular commendations and pratſes to 

the effe&ts of Harquebuzicrs and Moſquettiers, as al- 

ſo to thoſe weapons,and doo not knoweall their im- 
perfeCtions and failings before declared, with manic 

more, doo ſhewerthatrhey haue had veric little expe- 

rience of thoſe weapons. 1n the field, nor yer that 

they themſelues doo knowe how to handle and vſe 

them, and therefore doo talke 11ke nouices they wot 

not what. Moreouer,concerning the 1n{utficiencie of Another great 
thoſe weapons of fire, it is fartherto bee noted, that if 1A 
therebe anie number of horſeinen either Launces or ers art on 
Stradiotts in the field, where Moſquettiers or Har- quettiersin 
quebuziersarc in action and thatthey haue no horſe- Bans 
men-on their fide to an{were them, that it doth then 

behoue the ſhot with al celeritie ro reducethemſelues 

vnder the gard of their ſquadrons of piques,or it the 

number of them bee ſo great that the ſquadrons of 

piques cannot enconer them,the ouerplus muſt retire 
themſcluesto ſome ſuch grounds of aduantages, as 

the horſemen may not be able to cometo charge the: 

for in caſe they ſhould abide intheplaine field,not en- 


coucred with piques, nor garded with anie wu 
/jX 68% © 
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Moſquettiers of aduauntage, a thouſand bzaue! Launces|or Stra- 
and Harque- Jjotts, were able to breake, three thouſand of the 
buziers not A L, hi 
able toabide belt Moſquerttiers ,,or Harquebuziers of anic Na- 
thechargeof tion, And now to the perfeCtions and imperfec- 
canes 10 tions of our auncient weapon the Long Bowe, 
comparing the different cfteftes and aduaunrages 
of that weapon , with the aforenamed weapons of 
fire. | | 
Theimpcr- The imperfections of the Long bowe,dgo conſiſt 
—_ om onlic inthe breaking of the Bowe or bow(ſtring, for 
7 the which in times paſt (when there was great ac- 
compt made of Archerie) there was ſpeciall care had, 
thatall Liucray, or warre Bowes being of the wood 
\* of Yewgh, were longer thannowthey vie them, and 
' foverie well backed and nocked,that they ſeldome 
er ncuer brake : Beſides that, the Archers did yſe to 
- temper with firea conuentent quantitie of waxe, ro- 
ſen, and finetallowe together, inſuch ſortthatrub- 
bing their Bowes witha verielittle thercof Jaid vpon 
a wollen cloath,it did conſeruethem 1n all pertetion 
againſt all weather of heate, froſt, and wet; and the 
ſtrings becing made of verie, good hempe, with a 
kinde of waterglewe to reſiſt vwet and moyſture; 
and the ſame ſtrings beeing by the Archers them- 
ſelues with fine threed well whipt, did alſo vyeric 
ſeldome breake ; butif anie ſuch ſtrings in time of 
ſeruice did happen to breake, the ſoldiers Archers 
had alwaics in readinesa couple of ſtrings more rea- 
dic whipt, and fitted to their Bowes, to clappe on 
in an - And this I hauc heard of divers Yeo- 
men, that haue ſcrucd as ſoldiers Archers in the 
fcld. tf | 


And 
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And now hauing before inthis diſcourſe declared 
all thegreateſt and moſtperte@ etteQs of Harquebu- 
zicrsand Moſquettiers tor ſeruices in the field, and 
but apart of the imperfefions of them, and their 
weapons of fire; becauſe thereare many more,which 
for breuitics ſake I haue omitted, and thar I haue laſt 
of all declared that the imperteQions of the Bowedo 
conliſt onelic jn the breaking of the Bowe and bow- 
ſtring; becauſe that Archers, it they bee well choſen, 
and ſound of limbes,their weapons doo not permit a- 
nie ſuch accidentall imperteions and failings in 
them, as the forenamed weapons of fire doo in the 
ſoldiers that doo handle and vie them; which hath 
alreadie appeated, and ſhall after in this diſcourſe bee 
made more manifeſt. I will now therefore procced 
to the conſideration and examining, of three moſt 
important things,in the which al ettects of Moſquer- 
tiers, Harquebuziers and Archers,and their weapons 


quebuziers with rheir weapons of fire, or Archers 


Arch ers doo 
farre exceede 
and excell all 


do conliſt; andthat is, whether Moſquetticrs or Har- Moſquettiers 


and Harque- 
buziers in 


with cheir Bowes and ſheates of arrowes,vponall oc- three moſt 


calions in the ficld , bee moſt readie with all dexte- 
ritic and celeritie to execute the etfects of their wea- 
pons, by diſcharging and giuing volces at their E- 
nemies. The ſecond is, whether the Archers with 
their weapons, or the other ſoldiers with their wea- 
pons of firc, doo faile leaſt ro ſhoote, diſcharge, and 
giuctheiryolces. And thethird is, whether by rea- 
ſon and common experience the bullets of weapons 
of fire in the field, or the arrowes of Archers doo an- 


noyethe Enemies moſt, bee they horſemen or foot- 


To 


principall cf- 


tects. 
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Tothe firſt I think, that there is no manof any ex- 
rience in the aforenamed weapons;that will denie, 
ox that Archers are able to diſcharge forire or fine 
arrowes apcece, before the Harquebuziers ſhall bee 
readieto diſcharge one bullet; I|meane the Harque- 
buziers beginning to charge when the Archersdoo 
begin to taketheirarrowesroſhpote. Thereaſon is 
this, becauſe good Harquebuziexs are firſt ro charge 
their peeces with powder by one of three waies: the 
firſt(which is beſt) is out of the mouthes OE PArges 
of their flaskes : the ſecond isby certeing charges fil- 
led with powder, which Harquebuziers doo weare, 
or carrie divers waies : and the third 1s by cartages, 
with the which they doo charge their peeces both 
with powder and bullet all at onetime, and yer by 
which of all theſe waies ſocuer, oranie other they do 
chargethem, they muſt (if they bee good Harquebu- 
zicrs) vic with their ſcouring ſticks to thruſta quan- 
titic of paper or felt,or ſomething els both before,but 
chieflic after their bullets, to keepe them cloſerothe 
powder; to the intent chat their bullers vpon no acci- 
dents may fall our, or at leaſt lic looſe ynreſtrained 
from the powder, as alſo thattheir pecces may carric 
the further poynt and blancke, and their bullets giue 
the greater blowes; which done,they muſt preſentlic 
put touchpowder intotheir pans, and, their matches 
into their cocks or ſerpentines; al which to performe 
m_—_ a good time. WW hereasthe Archers inthe 

d continuallie hauing their Bowes bent, haue no 
more to doo but to drawetheit arrowes out of their 
caſes and ſheafes, tonocke them in their Bowes, to 


drawc them tothe heads andſhoote; all which is per- 
formed 
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formed almoſt in an inſtant. Now to the ſecond; Ar. nn IMG 
chers hauc no accidents nor impediments to hinder op nw =o 7 INN 
them from the performance and executionof their !5>4...4./ 7-74 MW 
diſchargings and volees, whereby they ſhould anie” | BY 
waies faile to diſchargethe ſame, vnles their Bowes WW || 
or bowſtrings ſhould breake : whereas Harquebu- = | 
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oucrcharging,or oucrheating,or crackes,orrifts, doo” 7". 32.5 7,.,..M 
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ther hath penetrated andentered into the flaskes, and 
cauſcd the powder to giue and danke, by meanes 
whereof the. Harquebuziers giuing fire with their 
matches amd Terpentines to the rouchpowder, often- 
times their peeces doo not diſcharge, or ſometimes 
licth fifsing in the touchhole or pecce, votill the Har- 
quebuziers haue loſt their poynt and blanke,andthen 
peraduecnture in vaine doo goe off. The touchpowder 
inthe touch-boxes alſo, itcither by the negligence of 
the Harquebuziers(as aforeſaid)or by the Fai of the 
rouch-boxes, through the moyſtnes of the weather, 
the powder hath giuen, and become dancke, then ot- 
tentirnes the powder will take no fire ; whereby the 
Harqucbuzicrs doonot onlic faile of their diſcharge- 
ings tur alſo become ynprofitable,till they haue dried 
or chaunyed the ſame. Harquebuziers and Moſquet- 
ticrs alſo in powring touchpowder into their pannes, 
the winde (1f it bee great) will blowe and diſperſe the 


fame, in ſuch ſort, that they ſhall ycric often faileto 
G diſcharge 
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diſcharge their pecces; and ſo likewiſe if Harquebu- 
ziers inputting their matches into-their ſerpentines 
do faileto ſer them ofa conuenient length » that ther- 
by they may ſtrike juſt in the powder and 'pannes, 
but that they doo ſer the ſame toolong , whereby 
the matches, ifthey be anie thingroo lythe , do hang 
downeward , and with the comming downe and 
froke ofthe cockes they fall double and. ſhorr of the 
pannes and'powder; or if the fatematches by anic 
accident haue reccincd outwardlie /avie wett or moi- 
ſture, then the coales doo burne inward, leauing a 
beard outward , ſo as — although the endes 
thereof doo. light inthe midgeſt of 'S, pannes and 
powder , yetthe ſamy doggie fireto rhetowch- 
powder.. Byall which aforeſaid meanes and acci- 
dentes ; with diuers others both Muſdairliers and 
Harquebuzicrs , do failero diſcharge thewpeeccs : of 
all which imperfections and' other accidentes ». Ar- 

Hx-her: jo» 55+ 5252, chers with their Bowes are yoyde . So as by all rca- 
br 7 pan; i fon and experience, itismoſt manifeſt char Au 
WEss coooaly/e lerpe ATC foure tymes mote readic rogiue their yolces of ar- 
= >4-5-54 © rowes, than Harquebuziers, or Moſquettiers theit 
_— volcesof bulletts. Beſides allwhich vnreadynelles , 
| | and failings before mentioned, if inthe tyme of avic 
5 |  bartle, great encountre , or ciremſh.; the weather 
. doth happen tO raine , haile, ot ſnow »the aforena- 
Crre d rn ports 5 7 med weapons of fire can worke noeffe&t , becauſe 
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pannesandtouch holes,but alſodoth wet the match, 

Li pur out, orat leaſt dampethe fire , and doth marre 
the powder intheirflaskes and towchboxts ; ; vnleſſe 
the ſouldiours haue yery good joan, and belides; 
bf be 


m.t ot +5540 TySorn 4 [7 
n — 2; © IMIR .., the ſame dorh nor onelie wet the powder i 19 their 
] 
| 


by Sir Fohn Smythe, K night. 22 
be wonderfull carctull with their falrenbergs or man- 
dillions to encouer and preſerue the ſame. VV hereas 
contrariwiſe,neither haile,raine,nor ſnowe,can letor- 
hinder the Archers from ſhooting,and working great 
effects with their arrowes. All which argueth & pro- 
ucth a ſingular aduantage and excellencic of Archers 
_ andtheir weapons, aboue al W's + 0 WIA and Mol- 

quettiers with their weapons of fire. Now,peraduen- 
ture ſome not killed in the perteCtions and imperte- 
Ctions of Harquebuziers and Moſquettiers, wall ſay 
that they haue ſcencthe ſoldiers of thoſe weapons of ! 
fire, charge and diſcharge withagreat deale more ce- ll} 
leritiethan I haue before mentioned ; whereunto I 
anſwer,that although it be veric commendable for all 
Harquebnzicrs and Moſquettiers to knowe how to 
charge and diſchargeapace,withall other particulari- - |, I 110 
ties belonging to weapons of fire, yet ſuch Harquebu- 7/7 u== © moor nnY 
zicrs or Moſquettiers as do yſcto charge & diſcharge”? © ZW 
 ſofaſt,are the worlt of all others. For by often expe-/,,..., © 4-7 1-- 
ricnce-luch ſoldiers tor haſt do comonly charge their Wi 
pecces with vncertaine charges of powder, 8 do nei- [Rl 
ther yſe with their ſcouring iticks to thruſt paper nor 
anic thing cls betwixttheir powder & bullers,nor yer 
after their bullets to reſtraine & keepecloſethe ſame, 
whereby theirdiſchargings againſtthe enemie might 
be:the more cfteQuall: befides that,in their diſcharge- 
10gs,they take no kind of {ight atpoin& & blank , nor 
yetatthe ends of their peeces, but doodiſchargeata 
venture; wherby itcommerhto paſle,that ſuch quick Nik 
and haſtie Harquebuziers,doo worke no otherefte&t 8 

es ſhot, and heate their pee- il 
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ces oftentimes to. their owne miſchicfes; and-there- 
fore(introth)are more mecte to ſcarre Crowes ina 
G'2 corne 
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corne field(vnles they reforme them(clues) than with 
anie weapons of fireto be employed againſt the Ene- 
mie. uy | | 

_Andnowtothethird, andlaſt; which is, whether 
by reaſon and commd experience, the bullets of wea- 
ponsof fire in the field, orthe atrowes of Archers doo 
annoyethe Enemies moſt, bethey horſemen or foot- 
men. thinke it ſuperfluous againe to reiterate,and ſer 
downethe different aduauntages and chicte eftefts of 
Harquebuzicrs, Moſquettiers, and Archers; becauſe 
I haucalreadie made them ſo maniteſt,as alſo that the 
Reader hercafter ſhall ſee in manie parts of this dif- 
courſe diuers reaſons, 8& manie notable examplesand 
experiences,that Archers inthe field doo farre exceed 
and excell all Moſquertiers and Harquebuziers in ter- 
tifying, wounding, and killing both horſes and men. 
And therefore wil onlic in this place an{were one ob- 
icftion, which I haue diuerstimes heard alleaged in 
commendation of the etteCts of weapons of fire, and 


_ thediſhabling of the effefts. of Archers, and'thar is; 


there are manic that haue reported that the blowes of 
the bullets of Moſquers and Harquebuziers, are no 
leflerhan deathto ſuch as rhey/light ypon; whereas 
contrariwiſe the blowes of arrowes doo: bur onelic 
oall,or lightlie wound: which introth is preatlic mi- 
ſtaken by all ſuch asdoo hold that opinion. 'Far rhat 
by common experience it hath been ſeene in all skir- 
miſhes andgreat encounters, that for euerie one thar 
bath bcen flaine dead in the field by the ſhot of Moſ- 
[e,' 223 Wren 4 there haue been foure that haue 
not died by the hurts of ſuch weapos of fire,although 
ſomcof chem haue remained euer after maimed, and 

K ſome 
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ſomenot. VW hereas by true experience, Archers with 
their arrowes doo not onlie greatlie wound, bur alſo 
ſometimes kill both horſes and men, in ſuch ſort as 
they neuer depart out of rhe field aliue;as it ſhall here- 
after appeare by diuers auncient as alſo moderne cx- 
armples. Beſides that, I, and diuers other Gentlemen of 
our Nation yet liuing,that were in France in King Ed- 
ward rhe ixtstime, and alſo diuerstimes fince, hane 
manietimes heard French Captaines and Gentlemen, 
attribute al the former viftories of the Engliſh againſt 
themſelues & their anceſtors the French, more to the 
efte&t of our Archers, than to anie extraordinarie vya- 
liancie of our Nation; andtherewithall further report 
and fay,that they did thinke that the Engliſh Archers 
did yſ{e ro poylontheirarrowe heads; becauſethat of a wrong opi.- 
cat numbers of the French Nation that many times 2ion concei- 
ful been wounded or hurt with arrowes, verie fewe ous hol 
had eſcaped with their liues ; by reaſon that their tainesand 
wounds did ſo impoſtume, that they could not be cy- 2neem 
'Þ $I ur Engliſh 
red. In which their cocerpts they did greatlicerre;be- archers 
cauſcintroth choſe impoſtumations proceeded of no- 
taing cls but of the yerie ruſt ofthe arrowe heads that 
remained -ranckling within their wounds; and there- 
fore by the common experience of our auncient Ene- 
mies,(that we haue ſo often yanquiſhed)notonlicthe 
eat;' buralſo the ſmall wounds of our arrowes haue 
cen alwaies found to bee more daungerous and hard 
to be cured,than the fire of anic ſhotvnpoyſoned. 
Beſides all whichzitts to bee noted, that horſes in 
the field being wounded, or bur lightlie hurt with 
arrowes, they through the great paine that vppon c- 
ucric. motion they doo feele in their fleſh, vaines; 
WE and 


Gentlemen of | 
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and finewes by the ſhaking of ho Arrowes with 
their barbed heads hanging in them , dopreſcatlic 
fall a ycrking , fHlinging and leapin as if t Icy were 
mad , in ſuch ſort, as be it in 7 6-1 wth or in troupe 
they dodiſorder-one another, and never leaueyntill 
they haue throwne,and caſt their maſters. VV hercas 
contrariwiſe,horſes that are intheir vitall partes hurt 
with bulletts ,or that the bones of their legges, ſhoul- 
ders,or backs be broken, they do preſently fall down, 
or otherwiſe, alrhough they be ſtrike cleane through, 
or thatthe bulletrs do ſtill remaine in them, they after 
the firſt ſhrinck at the entring ofthe bulletr doo paſfle 
their Carrire,as though they had yericlitle orno TE 
Andthis of the hurting of horſes with bulletes , both 
I my ſelfe,and all others do know,that haue ſeenc any 
Midas performed in the field. And the other of the 
orcat diſordering of horſes withthe hurts of ourEng- 
liſh arrowes I haue read in diqers hiſtories, andalſo 
heard reported by diucrs Gentlemen of our nation 
that haue ſeene the ſame. But now becauſe] haunedi- 
uers times heard manic yaine obieions obieCted by 
ſome of our Captaines of the Low Countries againſt 
Archers , to. the diſgracing ,and diſhabling of them, 
and their weapons in compariſon of Moſquetticrs 
and Harquebuziers and their weapons of fire: I will 
(with the helpe of almightic God) anſ{wereas manic 
of them as ſhall fall into my memorie; and therefore 
will begin with one of their litle fancies that they doo 
alledge againſt the Longbow,and ſo procends to their 
greatcr,and greateſtobieCtions...., 
Among manieother their fancics theyd alledge. 


thatthe Archers bowes being, by them yſcdagainſt 
the 
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the Encmic .1n the heare of ſormer, will grow fo 
weake,that thereby they will lceſe their force and cf- 
fets; W hereunto [ anſwere; that this obieQion isa 
new fancic,anda verie dreame contrary to allancient 
and moderne experience of Engliſh Archers , whoſe 
Bowes being made of thatexceller wood of Yewgh, 
doo neuer ſo decay in ſtrength , neither by hotte nor 
wett weather, nor yet by oftenſhooting in them, but 
tharthey will with arrowes wound , and ſometymes 


ſhott and bullets of Harquebuziers and Caliuer 
ins cmployed and vſcd in the open fields, by skiltull 
ConduCtours and Leaders; by reaſon otthewonder- 
full failiogsand vncerraintics of thoſe and all other 
weapons of fire maniable: diuers of the particularities 
wherot:I haue before 1n this.dicourſe made manifeſt. 

Alſo they do furtheralledge,that vpon an inuaſion 
of foraine dominions.beyond the {cas , the weapons, 
and furniture of Archers, as.of Bowes, ſheafes of ar- 
rowes and bowltrings , can not be foundandproui- 
ded where Archeric is not vfed; whereas contrari- 
wiſe,all kinds of munition belonging to keweapons 
of fire,are cafie to be found and prouided in all foraine 
dominions. VV hich isas muchzas it they ſhould ſay, 
that if an Armic of ftue and twentie, or thirtic thou- 
ſand of our Engliſh nation vnder ſome ſufficient Ge- 
nerall were ſentto inuade France, and diſembarking 
in Normandie , and winning Newhauen and Roan, 
ſhould ſtraight march to Paris:(which is no more thi 
diucrs Kings of a and /their Generalls have 
done ) where after ſome cncountres and: sKkirmiſhes 
the Armie comming tolack powder and ſhotr, they 


ſhould 


An obieftion 
againft Bowes 
contrary to all 
EXPCTICNCE, 


kill bothmen & horſesa greater diſtance off, then the -_ 


Another vaine 
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ſhould with facilitic for money prouide the ſamein 
the hart of the Enemics Countrie , where all the 
Townes in which that prouifiqn is to bee had arc 
fortified , which isa verie mockerie and dreame to 
beethought oo. Bur ſome of our ſuch men of warre 

raducnture will further alledge , that they might 
{vw the ſame prouiſion by the way of connoy,cither 
from Newhaucnor Roan,in caſe they were poſſeſſed of 
thoſe Townes : whercunto itis to bee anſwered, that 
| farſttheconuoy had need to bee ycrie ſtrong ; beſides 
that, there is no man of anic confiderationand iudge- 
ment,but thatdoth verie well knowe,tharMoſquets, 
Harquebuzes, powder, match and lead,are as heauic, 
and a great deale more heauje to bee catried, than 
Bowes,ſheafes of arrowes and bowſtringsare. Beſides 
that,by ſuch their ignorant obieCtions, they doo cui- 
dentlic ſhew that they haue not read, nor heard,orels 
for lacke of reaſon not belecucd, the proceedings of 
the notable Kings of England in their ifuaſions of 
France, and other Dominions;'for if they had, they 
would not then doubr, but thata King of. England, or 
his Lieutenant generall inuading forraincdominions, 
would ypon ſuch anenterpriſe carric all ſorts of mu- 
nition, belonging to Archersxto ſerue them for many 
battailes and great encounters,as well as King Edward 
the third,and Henrie the fitt,and their Licutenants ge- 
ncrall did, whoſe Armiecs did ſometimes conſfiſt of 
ninc,or ten thouſand al Archers; and notabouec fourc 
or fiue thouſand armed men on horſebacke and on 
foote; which Princes, and theit Licutcnants did nc- 
uer omit (according to their #{icta) to carric great 
plentic of ſheafes of Arrowes, Bowes, and all other 
| things 
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things requiſite aſwell for their Archers , as for their 
armed men , and all other ctte&s . Beſides that, by that 
their ſimple and fond obicQion, they do diſcouer that 
they hauc yery ſeldome or neucr ſcene an Armie roy- 
all marchin the field; forifthey had , they then would 
verie well know , that there 1s no puiſſant Armie for- 
med either to inuade or defend , that doth conſiſt of a 
well ordered milicia, that doth not in the publique 
carriages of the Camp,ordinarylic carricall kindes of 
munitions of weaponsand armours offenſiuc and de- 
fenſiue, with all other munitions and neceflaries re- 
quiſite forall purpoſes, for the publique employments 
and yſc of Camp, Towne,and ficld. 

Now, whereas ſome of our aforclaid men of warre 
do further alledge,rather ypon fancic than vpon aniec 
ſouldiourlyke reaſons and experience, manie, yaine 
and friuolous obieQtions, partlic againſt the Bowes 


By this obic- 
ion they diſ- 
coucr that 
they neuer 
ſawe any Ar- 
mie royal! 
wrarch in the 


field. 


An obiection 


(as aforcſaid) but chieflic againſtthe Archers thatdo that they ob- 
yſe them , how good ſocuer they be , ſaying that Ar- ic agaialt 


chers when they haue lyen ſome long tyme in Camp 
in the field, will become ſo decayd initrength either 
by ſicknes,or otherwiſe, thatthey will not be able to 
draw their Bowes,and worke thatcfte& that Archers 
ſhould do; whereas contrarywiſe , Moſquettiers and 
Harquebuziers will giue as great blowes with their 
bulletts out of their peeces being decayd in ſtrength 
by long lying in Camp, orfickenes, as if they were 
whole. Thereunto I an{were, thattrue itis , that the 
ſmall loue that ſuch men of warre as they are , have 
borne to their ſouldiours in the Low Countries , al- 
lowing them nothing but prouand , and lodging them 
in Churches,vpon the bareſtones and pauements, al 


H well 


Archers. 
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well in winter as in ſommer, with mane other their 
abuſes and diſorders,comrarie to all diſci pline milita- 
rie,have made moſt of their ſouldiours vnfic and yn- 
ableto vſe any fort of weapons, as ſoldiers ſhould do 
inthe field:howbeit in fauour of Archers,ro connince 
their ſimple and ignorant opinions, I fay, thatif Har- 
quebuziers happento bedccayd in ſtrength by fick- 
nes , or that by long lying in Þ 2 0 the field , they 
ſhall happero hauvcanicache, oxaches in their necks, 
ſhoulders,armes,backs thighs,leggs, or feer,alchough 
thatthey be otherwiſe hart whole enough , ſhalbe as 
litle , or rather lefle able in (eruices inthe field to per- 


forme the efieft of Harquebuziers, than Archers the 


etc of Archers; for Harquebuziers in ſuch ſeruices 
mult be lyrhe in all their 101nts and{inewes, that they 
may ſtoupe to their peeces,, &trauerle theirgrounds, 
now rctiring hauing diſcharged, giuing place to their 
tellowes,and then aduancing againe, gining their fel- 
lowes retiring tymeagaineto charge,with.ſuch ag1li- 
tic,and dexteritie,thatthey may bereadic ypon cuery 
opportunitie,to ſtoupe,and take cuery Inle aduantage 
of hillocks, bancks, vines, trenches, ſhrubbes , or anic 
ſuch like; beſides rhar,they muſt haue their armes and 
ſhoulders verie ſoundto carrie their peeces firme in 
their diſchargings atthe Enemic ,as alfoto! vic their 
ſcouring ſticks,and charge againe;which cfteAs rhey 
areno waycsable to pertorme itthey be grawn weak 
by lying inthe field, or ifthey haue achs, of cricks in 

anic part of their limbes,as aforeſaid. | 
Moſquettiersalfo,it doth behoueto be ſtrong and 
puiſſant of body without ſicknes,achs, or other impe- 
diments,and cucric way ſound of windandlimbe:for 
| if 
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ifthey bedecayd in ſtrength of body by lying in the 
field,orthat they haue anic impediments of cricks, or 
aches in their necks,ſhoulders,armes, backs,thighs, or 
leggs » it 1s not poſstble that they ſhould be ableto vie 
their Moſquets in the field to the annoyance of their 
Enemiecs,their peeces being ſo wondertull heauic,and 
cthey troubled with the carrying and vſe of their reſts, 
and loden with theit other ordinaric and heauic fur- 
niture,if they be anie wayesdecayd as aforeſaid, and 
therefore are become ynprofitable tor ſeruices in the 
ficld : whereas Archers thatare not troubled with ſo 
heauic weapons and furniture as the Moſquertiers, 
nor bound by the etfe&s of their weapons to any ſugh 
nimblenes,ſtoupings and agilitics ,as Harquebuziers 
are,may very well draw their Bowes,if they be ſound 
without aches fro the girdle ypward , what aches ſo- 
cuerthey hauec from that part downward, ſo long as 
they arc able to march as taſt as armed men Piquers, 


becauſe that according tothe ancient and true vicot 


that weaponythey are to be'vſed rather for battles and 
great encountres,than forlight skirmiſhes. 
Armed menalſo Piquers and Halbarders, will bee 
verie vnable to marchiin the field armed, & with their 
weapons, if they bee decaicd in ſtrength of bodie by 
long lying inthe Campe, or by licknes, or that they 
haue any aches,or cricks in theirlimmes, belides thar, 
vpon ſuch diſcaſes they will be agreat dealelefle able 
tro encounter with their enemies 1n the field ypon a- 
nie occaſion of battaile or great encounter ,andto vſc 
their piques and other weapons,as armed men ſhould 
doo in ſuch a&tions. All which rightlic conſidered, 
their ynconſiderate ſpeaches, and cnablings of Mol- 
H 2 -__ quet- 
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 Certen Diſcourſes, written 
quettiers & Harqueburziers, and diſabling of Archers 
ypon theaccidents and occaſions aforeſaid, doth ar- 
oue their inſufficiencies in matters militariez'þecauſe 
ſuch aspretend to-bee men of warre, or old ſoldiers, 
ſhould nor ſpeakeraſhlic,and(as the Frenchman faith) 
41a volee, but with confideration, reaſon and iudge- 
ment; for otherwiſe,how long ſocuer they haue ſer- 
ued in warres, it may bee righthe-deemed that they 
hauc ſpent theirtimes, & employed themſelues more 
ro ſome other baſe and vile occupations, than to the 
conſideration & exerciſes of matters Militarie. More- 
ouer,they obieR againſt Archers,that men inthus age 
are not fo mightic and ſtrong of bodie, as tacy haue 
been in former ages, and therefore cannor ſhoote ſo 
ſtrong,and work ſogood effects with their arrowes,. 
as their forefathers haue done it times paſt; which is 
as friuolous an obicRion as all the reſt:and the reaſon 
isthis, that they may ſee by experience, {if they liſt): 
throughout England as alfo amongſtother Nations,as 
manie {onnes, as tall ortallerthan their tathers,or big- 
ger and ſtronger,as they ſhall feelower,ſlenderer, and 
weaker. Now, peraduenture with more troth ſome 
may ſay,thatthe ſubic&ts of England ywichin theſe thir- 
tic or fortic yeares, haue not had ſamuchicxerciſein 
Archerie,as their forefathers in times paſt were woar 


to haue, whereby it commethto paſle,that Archers in 


number are greatliedecaied, which I confelle to bee 
ycrie true : howbeit, that hath chieflie! procceded: 
through the great fault and negligence of {orcs of 
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their young yeares ſhould bee taught the exerciſe and 
vic ofthe Bowe, thatbeing cometo mans ſtate, they 
might bee the better able to-ſerue their Prince and 
Countrie with that kinde of weapon, haue ſo neglec- 
ted,or rather contemned the due performance & exe- 
cution of thoſe lawes, thatagreatdeale more through 
their owne fault,than through the faulcof the people, 
it is now come to palle, thatthe Realme hath ſo fewe 
good Archers: which their negligence, or conterpt, 
whether it hath' proceeded of rhar they haue been 
carried into the fanctes of liking the aforeſaid wea- 
pons of fire, becauſe they fill mens.cares and eyes with 
ſuch tertible fire, ſmoakeand noyle, or els that they 
haue been perſwaded thereunto by ſome oldnew- 
fangled men of warre, thatdo neither ynderſtand the 
truceffedts of Moſquerterie, Harquebuzerie, nor Ar: 
cheric, I wotnor. Butthis Fknowe,that 1t that wea- 

n hereafter ſhall come'to be forgotten and extingui- 
ſhed; through the negligence and hckeof good exc- 
cution of ſuch good lawes, thar whereas intimes paſt 
we were wont to giue battaile, and fight with our E- 
nemics witha weapon ſo terrible yatothem;thatrhey 
neuer had anie vic or skill of, butenche to cheir mat. 
chiefe, and therefore of great aduauntage forvs, and 
whereinour' people and Nationot a fingular giftot 
God,8& as it were by a naturall inclination with good 
execution of lawes,cameto beſo-perfect &excellenr, 
without anie publique colt 8 charges cirherwo King: 
or Realme,we ſhall then vpon anie oecafionof warre 


offenſiueor defenſiue, bec drinen/to-fight with them 
withtheir owne weaponsto our greatdiſaduamage, 
thar ys, with the 'Harquebuze' and: Moſquer, io the. 

Ong H 3 which 
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A greatdifad- yyhich they had and bane continual practiſe add CXCt- 
PE SSiſh cile,by reaſon thatthey are in the continent, where c- 
2wainſtforrain Ucric kingdomeand ftare doth joyne one toanother 
Nation. = wyyithoutanic pattitionof ſea, and therefore driven to 
keepe-continuall garriſons and exerciſes of warre, 
whereas wee comtrariwiſclining inlong peace with- 
| outanieſuch exerciſes Militarie,vpon the occalion of 

a warre(as aforeſaid) muſt leauic and enroll new ſol- 

diers,and goc about to traine and exerciſechem with 

thoſe weapons thatthey neucr handled before, when 
weelſhould goe to fight and giue bartaile to the Ene- 

mies Armic, that is, of old ſoldiers of long tianic trai- 

ned andexcrciſed inthoſe weapons, 

Theexcellen- = Now,theſe weapons the Lohg Bowes( which our 
—_— _ ſuch men of warre haue ſo much condemaed) being 
cailes & great 1 the hands of ſuch ſoldiers Archers as can well yſc 
encounters. them, are weapons of ſiogular aduantage and effe& 
for battailes and great encounters, both againſt horſe- 
men and footmen,and chieflie being ſo.cuill armed,as 

all Nations1n theſe our daies both on horſebacke and 
on footarc,becaule that the Bowe is a weapon won- 

derfull readic inall ſeaſons, both of faire 8 foule wea- 
ther(which Moſquets and Harquebuzes are not) and 

doth wound, gall and kill both horſes and men,if the 
arrowesdoo light ypon anie diſarmed parts of them; 

beſides that, the Archers being good,they doo direft 

their arrowes 1n the ſhooting; of them out of their 

Bowes with a greatdeale more certaintie being with- 

incight, nine, tenne, or cleuen ſcores, than anic Har- 
quebuziers or Moſquettiers (how good ſocuer they 
bee) can doo inamuch neererdiſtagce,by reaſonthar 


-Rpentang & Hhngwbucing bailing in theſe (pointy 


and 
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and blancke, doo neither kill nor hure Enieflerrbap. 
* eratocotmamuadi gonna cs GE, ) beſides 
that, intheir pointsand blancke, through the imper- 
feCtions before declared, they doo veric feldome hit, 
whereas contrariwiſe the arrowes doo not onelic Differences 
wound,and ſometimes kill in their points and blank, ſpeciallieto be 
bur alſo intheir difcents 8 fall; for if in theirdiſcents 2%: 

they light not ypon the Enemies faces, yerin their lo- 

wer diſcents they light” either vpon their breaſts, bel- 

RO ODIN orlegges;and intheirlo- 

weſt difcent, and fall euento the verie nailing of their 

feete to the ground, which withtheterrible comming 

of the arrowes in the eyes and fight both of horſemen 

& footmen,cauſerh in the a wonderful feare& terror. 

VW hereas contrarywiſe, Harquebuziers and Moſ(- 

quettiers with their weapons of fire dono wayes ter- 

rifie neither horſes,nor men that are but foure,orfiue 

tymeg vſed totheir crackes,ſmoke and noyle, vnleſſe 

by great chaunce they happen to be ſtriken with bul- 

lets; and the reaſon is this, that thebullers being dif- 

charged are inuiſible , and therefore doo no wayes x,y, horſes 
terrifiethe fight; whereof it commeth to paſle that and men thar 
when horſes and menthat haue been in chree or foure 3*1/ed rovar 
skirmifhes do ſeethart they recciue no hurtneither by hag ſhoe. 
the fire,ſmoke,nor noiſe, northatinmanie thouſands are not afraice 
of Harquebuze and Moſquer ſhot,there are not twen- 

tie men flaine nor hurt , they grow after to be farre 

lefſe in doubt of thoſe weapons of fire , thiot Piques, 
Halbards,Launces & ſwords : Howbeitthe yolecs of The yollecs 5 
Archers arrowes flying together in the ayre as thick fightof ar- | 
as haile do not onely terrifie andamaze in moſt terri- +, ri 


ble ſort the cares, eyes and hatts both othorſes and wonderfullic 
; men tcrrifie, 
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Certen Diſcourſes, written | 
men with the noyſe and fight of their comming , bue 
they allo 1n their diſcents doq not leaue1n/a whole 
ſquadron of horſemen, nor footernen(although they 
be in motion) ſomuch as one mannor horſe,ynſtrike 


and wounded with diuers arrowes , if the,number 


of the Archers be anſwerable'to the numbtr of the 
{quadron. And therfore tor the expcriencethat both 
I and manic others, both Noblemen, Gentlemen and 
oreat Captaines of many nations , that haue ſerued 
amongſt, hauc had of the ſmalleffet of weapons of 


| fireinthefield , with the reaſons and differences be- 


fore alledged; for my part I will neuer doubt to ad- 
uenture my life,or many liues{if I had them)amongſt 
cightthbouſand Archerscomplet, well choſen and ap- 


fedtes and ad- great ſtore of ſheafes of arrowes ,/asalſo with a good 


vantages of 


Archers. 


oucrplus of Bowes and Bowſtrings, againſt rwentie 
thouſand of the beſt Harquebuziers and Moſquerci- 
ers,thatate in Chriſtendome ..For this I know(asit is 
before declared)that Harquebuzlers,it they be led by 
Skilfull Conduttours , are notto giuc ane v lees of 
ſhotabouerhree, or fourc che pe nget nor. 
Moſquettiers any volces of bullets aboue eight, ten or 
rwelue ſcores, atanie {quadros of hotſemen or foot- 
men in motion;andyet that too farre,vnleſle their lea- 
ders doo thinck rather to terrific their Enemics with 
ſmoke and noyſe, than with anit hurt ofthe bullets. 
Whereas Archers reduced into 'their conuentent 
formes , being in ſo great numbers (as aforeſaid) doo 
dimmethelightof the ſunnegdarken theyre and co- 
aer theearth withtheir volces of arrowes,cight,nine, 
tenand cleuen ſcores diſtantfrom them; in ſuch ſorr, 
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as no numbers of Moſquettiers, Harquebuziers, or 


Argolcttiers , nor yet ſquadrons of Launces nor of 


footemen,being ſo ill armedas intheſe dayestheyare, 
ſhalbeffound able to abidethe incredible terrour of the 
ſhot of ſtich infinite numbers of arrowes. For there is 
no doubt but rhat Archers with their volces of ar- 
rowes, will wound , kill ,or hurt' aboue an hundred 
men and horſes, tor cuerie one that. ſhalbe ſlaine or 
hurr,by the volces of ſo great numbers of Harquebu- 
zicrs and Moſquettiers,as are before mentioned. 
| Now, whereas ourſuch men of warre do further 
diſhable our Archers , ſaying, that they are to worke 
in a maner no cfte&t neither againſt horſemen nor 
footemen , and that Archers are not able inthe field 
to abide the terrour of the ſhot of Moſquetticrs nor 
Harquebuziers , with mante other vaine and fond 
obicgions,contrarie to all reaſon and experience:cer- 
tenlicgtisnot to be thought ſtrange inthem, confide- 
' ringrhatas their ouerweening and preſumption hath 
extended to ſhew their lacke of skill in manie other 
matters militaric before mentioned , that they preten- 
dedto haue moſt knowledge of,as namely in the miſ- 
taking ofthe conueniencie of diucrs ſortes of weap6s 
i1ntheic duetimes and places, with manic other verie 
important matters before mentioned; ſo in theſe mat- 
ters of our Archeric , 1t is not to be meruailed at , that 
they do fo grolclie crre in their fond opinions concet- 


ucdand alledged, againſt the excellent effeCts of that 


weapon,of the which they neucr hadany experience, 


nor yet doo know how to order them; as it did yerie 
euidentlie appeareto all men of judgement, that ſaw 


their diſorderlie placingof Archersinthe battles they 
I formed 


Horſem& and 
footemen ill 
armed in theſe 


dayes, 


 Agreat miſta. 


king in pla- 
cing of Ar- 
chers, ſhewed 


_ atTilburie, 


Certen Diſcourſes, written 
formed at Tilbury this laſt ſommer . I 5 $8. where the 
Earle of Leycescr , being Lieutenant generall of the 
Armieaſſembled forthe detenceof the Realme,com- 
maunded all ſach men of warre as were the chiet Of- 
ficers of the Army ynder him,toconſtder of ſome cx- 
cellent order and formes of battle , that ſhould be pIc- 
ſented within three or foure dayesafter , 1n the pre- 


ſence and fight of the Queene, her Cquncel, and Nobi- | 


litie: at which ryme ſome of the chief Officers ofthe 


. Campsthat ot long tyme had ſeryed inthe Low Coli- 
ties, being rhere aſſembled to forme three battles , a 
| Vaward , Battle and Rereward 5 with WInNgs llecues, 


{quares & troupes,according rothcir beſt skill, 8c that 


warning had bin giuen them of the Queenes coming 
ſo long before; and therfore had conſulted how tore- 
duce them into moſt ſtrong andbeaurifull forme that 
they could,to hauc giuenbattleif the Encmic had bin 
therc; theywith many terrible gthes and curſiongs and 


bannings of Archers and their Bowes, partlic for 


the hatred they bare to that weapon , but chiefly (as I 
think and as itafter appeared) becauſe they knew not 
where toplace them; inthe end(afterlong and much 
a doo) they placed certen ranckes of Archers: in the 
middeſt of their ſquadrons of Piques; behind theEn- 
fignes, & ſcuen rancks of Archers they placed behind 
ypon the ycrie backe of the battlc,and all the reſt they 
reduced into ſleeucs, cloſe by the flanks of their three 
bartailes,of which ſleenes ſome of themwere of fiue 
inarancke, and ſome three in a rancke; and becauſe 
they ſhould bee furelie garded with ſhot,they reduced 
fleeues, or rather ſquadrons of Caliuer ſhot cloſe to 
the fanckes of the Archers, of which flecues of Cali- 

| uer 
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uer ſhar, ſome were of nine and rwentic ina rancke, 
other of fiftecne'in a rancke, and the ſmalleſt ſlecuecs 
of elenen in arancke, whichtoall men of anic iudge- 
ment-it-matters Milicarie, might bee a wondertull 
ſcorneand mockerie. For in caſe thatthey ſhould in 
that forme haue marched againſt the Encmie to haue 
giuen battaile, they themſelues, by their fond and vn- 
Skilfull| placing of the Archers, had taken away the. 
whole effeCt ofthe volecs of theirarrowes.For it is 10 
bee vnderſtood, that when anie ſquadrons of Piquers 
doo approach, with intent to giue battaile and 10yne 
with 4.9 ſquadrosof Piquers,orto recciuea charge 
of horſemen, they all vpright their piques, and doo 
cloſe themſclues by frunt and flanckes; then the Ar- 
chers are to giuctheir volecs of arrowes at the Ene- 
mic, approaching within cight, ninc,tenne,or eleuen 
ſcores; and topertorme the ſame, they ought not to 
haucante other weapon placed betore them,that may 
anic waics take away their ſights to dire their ar- 
rowes towards the Enemies faces; but as they were 
placed,thceir fights had nor onlie becn taken away vp- 
pon ſuch an action with the ſmoake of the ſhot, and 
with ſo manic ranckes and Enfignes cloſed in frunt 
and flanckes as were before them, butalſo the moſt 
of their yolees of arrowes ſhould haue flien through 
the taffatics of the Enſignes, and haue glaunced or 


lighted ypon the piques,cither cleauing them, or bea- | 


tingthem downe: beſides that, (tothe Archers great 
Aifadairlge)hey ſhould haue lot a great part of their 
ground, in giuingtheir yolces of arrowesat their E- 
nemies,by realon of the diſtance, ſo manie ranckes of 
other weapons being before them:which moſt groſle 
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Certen Diſcourſes,written 
and ignorant errors by them cotnmitred in their re- 
ducing of Archers, contraricto all ſcience Militaric, 
with manie other their diſorders(which I omit) doo 


- manifeſtly thew their lack of skill & inſufficiecie, any 


waicsto controll or find fault with that moſt excellet 
& renowmed weapo. Now thertore, I willproceede 
to theancientand orderlic forming & vic of Archers 
that hath been vſcedof great antiquitie by the notable 
Kings & great Captaines of our Engliſh nation , who 
with the graceot Godand merneilous ctteCt of that 
moſt ſingular weap6,, hauc atchicued ſo manie and (o. 
wodertull viories againſt both Pagans & Chriſtias. 
The ancient order of reducing} Archers into forme 
by our moſt skilfull and warlike anccſtours, was into 
hearſes;that is,broad in frumt,andoarrow inflanck, as 
for cxample,it there were ftue and twenty, thirtie,fine 
and thirtte, or more or fewer Archers in:tfruntthe 
Aancks did conſiſt but of ſeuen or cight rancks atthe- 
moſt: and the reaſon was this, thatitthey had placed- 
anie more ranckes than ſeuen br cight, the hinder. 
ranckes of Archers ſhould haut! loſt a: great dealeof 
oroundin the volces of their arrowes at their'Ene- 
mies, conſidering the conuenient and” proportionate” 
diſtances betwixt rancke andrancke, and ranckes be- 
forethem, as alſothatthe {ight of the hinder ranckes- 
ſhould haue bene taken away by, ſo -manie' former 
ranckes. from directing their yolees: of arrowes ta- 
wardes their Enemies faces . And whereas rhe (ſmall 
skilofourſuch me of warreat Tilbury did(asit were) 
locke vpall the Archers,deprining them of all vſe and 
cfteCtof their arrowes , our aunceſtours had ſo great 
experience of the wonderfull cfteCt of that weapon, 
{io that 


% 
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thatthey placed theit hearſes of Archers cither before 


the frunt of theirarmed footmen,or ells in wings yp5 
the corriers of their battailes , and ſometymes both in 
frunt & wings, Andinthis ſort, they placed them in 
the face of the me at armes of France, & all other braue 
horſmen of foraine Natios, who in thoſe dayes were 
far better armed tha any Natios in theſe our daics are. 
And yet with this good order,the wondertull effe& 
of our Archerje and arrowes was ſuch, that flying in 


the ayreasthick as {nowe witha terrible noyſe,much. 
like arempeſtuous wind preecdingatempeſt,they did: 


leaue no diſatmed place of horſe or man ynſtriken 
and-wounded,as may well appeare by manie bartailes 
and viftories;and nameclie by the battaile of Crecy, that 
kind Edward the third and Prince Edward his ſonne 
wonne againſt king Phillip of France, where the ſaid 
king Phillip had eight orten thouſand menar armes, 
and fifkceenthouſand Genoieſes Croflebowers (which 
were no wayes inferiour for ſertrices in the field to 
the Moſquerttiers of rhis tyme ) with fo puifſant an 
Armic alfo on horſebackand on foote, verie well ar- 


med andappointedof diuers Nartons, thatthey were 


{x at the leaſt, foreuerie'one'ofthe Engliſh , in which 
battaile wereſlatne eleuen Princes , and twelue hun- 
dred Kniphtes, befidesthirtic rhoufand foldiers of all 
Nations. Atd the wondertull effe& and terrour of the 
ſhorofarrowes wasthatday ſnch;as neither the Frech 


king with his menatarmes ,noryetanie other of his 
orcat Captaines with their brane and well armed 
bandes of horfemen of ders Nations, wereablcto 
entera nd breakethe Archers'although they had no 
piqu 5, ſtakes, banckes; nortrenchesto gard the, bur 
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 Certen Diſcourſes, written 
beinginthe plaine and open fields, the Archers with 
their volees of arrowes did breake both horſmen and 
footmen, wounding or killing both horſes and mens 
inſuch ſort, that the French King} himſelte being in 
great perrill, had his horſe with the ſhot of arrowes 


{laine vnder him. By which example, and diuers 0- 


thers.that I'will hereafter alledge,itimay be apparat to 
anic man that is poſſeſſed with thegrace of God, and 
therefore of ſound indgement, that Archers being in 
orcat numbers,and reduced intothe forme of hearſcs, 
or double hearſcs, as wings to a battaile, or ſquadron 
of piques(rhat they may the more conuenientlic giue 
their volees of arrowes) nced not to bee garded with 
piques, nor yet ſtakes (as ſome talke of the battaile of 
Agincourt) but they themſelues are moſt brave Pi- 
quers; for as a ſquadron of Piquets well formed doo 
with theirpiques intheir hands workegreat efteCt in 
reſiſting a charge of Launces,orby encountring with 
another ſquadron of Piquers thezr Enemies: ſothe 


| arrowes of braue Archers.reducedinto hearſes, being 


deliucred outof their Bowes, doo;become ſo terrible: 

iques in the eycs and fight of the horſes, as alſo in 
lighting vppontheir ſhatrons,crancts,or ſteele peto- 
rells; or being not barbed, vpoa their bare faces and e- 


uerie difarmed part, thatthe horſes withthe huzzing, 


ſtriking,and ynaccuſtomed noiſc,8 with che blowes 


and wounding of the arrowes. doo flie backe and a- 


thwartthe one the other, in fuch (ſort, as no force of 
ſpurccs can make themto goe anie turther againſtrhe 
Archers, butthat they doo diſorder and ouerthrowe 
one another. Beſides that,againſt tquadrons of armed 
foarmen;the yolecs of arrowes flying inthe ayre,and 

| (8 comming 
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comming in their eyes and ſights as thick as haile,and 


lighting vppontheir faces, and euericother diſarmed 
part,doo {o amaze thetn,tharthey come to looſe their 
ranckes & diſorder themſelues,beforethey can come 


ro toyne with another ſquadron of armed men their 


Enemies: and alſowiththeir terror doo wonderfully 
confuſe and confound the greateſt and braueſt Cap- 
taines intheir directions and commandements. As it 
may veric well appcare not onelic by the battaile of 
Crecy before mentioned, butalſo by the battaile of Pot- 
Fiers,where certcine yeares after the ſame Prince Ed- 
ward, that wasat' the battaile of Cyecy with King Ed- 
ward his farhcr;hauingnotin his whole Armie aboue 
cight thouſand Engliſh and Gaſtoipnes, ( of the which 
there were ſixe thouſand Archers, and two thouſand 
armed men) ouerthrewe King Tohnof France that ya- 
liant Prince, who at that battaile was accompanied 
with a great patt of tlie Nobilitie of France;and of o- 
ther Nations,as Dukes,Princes,Earles, 8 other great 
Captaines, and had in his Armic aboue threeſcore 
thouſand horſemen and footmen, of the which there 
wereaboue ten thouſand men atarmes, and of horſe- 
men of all ſottsaboue thirtic thouſand; where alittle 
before the batraile, the Prince with his notable Cap- 
raines conſidering the ſmall number that he had to 
make head andirefiſt the French King with ſo huge 
an hoaſt, did take a ground of ſome ſtrength and ad- 
uanage forthe gard of the flanckes and backe of his 
finall Armic, and placing a great part of his Archers 
in frumt, inthe open place where the French horſmen 
and footmen were to enter and-giue battle, the Ar- 
chers with their wodertul yolcesof arrowes(through 


the 
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Froiſlare,and 
the Chronicles 
of France, 
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| ! The wonder- the great goodnes of God)did thatday ſo wound, kil, 
' fullefie® of andmiſchicfe both horſes 8 menythat he onerthrew 
Wn © King Ichn of France with his whale Armic, & tooke 
Poitier. himand one of his ſonnes priſoners andoft Earles, 
Barons, Knights and Eſquiers ,toithe- number of ſix- 
teene hundredor more; befidesthat,there were flainc 
the Duke of Athens, with ſo manic Earles, Barons, 
Knights and Eſquiers,that they were numbred to. bee 
' aboue ſeauen hundred, and ſomanic priſoners of all 
|| ſortstakenbyrhe Enzliſhand Gaſcoipnes,that they farre 
n exceeded thenumber of the Pringes Armie. 
©, The batraile The battailealſo of Nauarrerrq in Spainetorghtby 
of Nauarcetta. the ſame Prince Edward in faugur of Don Pedro cf 
cruel,againſt Don Henry of Caſtil,oday teltific the won- 
derfull efte&t of Archers , whereithere were aboue a 
hundred thouſand Spamardes, # » 45 lj Portugueſes, 
GenojieſesCrollebowers & Mores, both horſeme and 
footmen ouerthrowne 1n that batraile. | | 
TheFrenche The famous vidoric and battaile of Agincourr , al- 
Chronicles. ſo of later yeares fought by king Henry the fift againſt 
the whole power of France,dothicuidentlic ſhewethe 
moſtexcellent effeCtes & executionof Archers, where 
| The noble With the grace of God and inctedible yolees| of ar- 
| effeftof Ar. rowesthe Frech kings army wagsouerthrown, which 
chersat the conſiſted of aboucfortic thouſand horſemen & foot- 
'battaile of A- : Ty MO 27 ee 
vincourt, ch » Of the which there were ten thouſand men at 
armes,all Knightes,Eſquiers and Gentlemen whereas 
king Henries Army did coli{tbut of ten thouſand Ar- 
chers,fiftcen hundred Launces,& two tfouſand foot- 
men ofother weapons. In whidh battaile wereflaine 
the Dukes of Lorain , of Brabant, of Alingon and Bar, 
witha great number of Earles, Barons, Knightes and 
1 Eſquiers, 
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Eſquires; beſides that, there were taken priſoners,the 

Dukes of Orleans 8 Bourbon,with many other Earles, 

Barons and Knightes. | 
The batraile of Heryings alſo(fo called by the Frech 


Chronicles)tought in king Henry the fixts time neare 


vnto avillage in France called Rouuray, notfar fro Or- The memai. 


leans, doth cuidently ſhew the great excellencie of Ar- louscfie@ of 
Archers atthc 


battaile of 


tel SyCL I ohn F aſtclf,with other braue Engliſh Captains Heriinges, 


cheric againſt all other ſorts of weapos; in which bat- 


by the grace of God and terrible ſhor of the Archers, 
ouerthrewe the baſtard of Orleans,the Lord high C5- 
ſtable of Scorland,the Count of Clermount, with manic 
other Captaines of great accoumpt and their whole 
Armie of Frenchmen 8 Scots, in the which there were 
agreat number of French Harquebuziers and Croflc- 
bowers , which againſt the Archers wrought no 
- © 

I mightalſo alledge for the excellencie of Archers 
the moſt wonderfull yittoric wonne by king Richard 
the firſt in the holy land, manie yeares before anie of 
theſebattailes before mentioned; where, being Gene- 
rall ofthe Chriſtian Armie, by the grace of God, and 
wonderfull citc& of his Engliſh Archers, heina moſt 
famous batraile oucrthrewe that braue Saladin,Souldan 
of Ezipe,with his notable milicia of Mamelucks (by mia- 
ny called S«raſims)and all the reſtof his Armie, which 
did conſiſt ofan innumerable number of horſemen 
& footmen Turks 8& Arabians. But for breuities ſake, 
I will omit the parricularitics of that moſt famous 
battaile,and of many other great viftories that I could 
alledge for prooteof the incredible eftees of our En- 
gliſh Archers in batrailes: And will now cometo at- 
K [were 
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ſwere certein other triuolous obieftions of ſmaller 
moment than theſe that I haue alrcadie by ſuch nota- 


ble examples and experiencesof great battailes and yi- 


ftories anſwered. \ | 

Some of our ſuch men of warre(becauſe by com- 
mon and moderne experience, no; number of Moſ- 
quettiers nor Harqueburziers intheplaine fields,with- 
out ſuccours of ſome other weapon or ground of ad- 
uantage, are ableto abide the charge of halte ſo manic 
Launces or Stradiots in number as] they are, without 


being ouerthrowne and broken) dpo therfore thinke 


jection ando- and commonlic report, that with a verie ſmall num- 


&s 


pinion againſt ber of horſemen they will breake afarregreater num- 


£ 


” 


ber of Archers: by which their opinions and reports, 
it ſeemeth that as they are vtterlic ignorant, and with- 
out anie experience of the effefts 'of Archers, ſo arc 
they as ignorant of all notable hiſtories, or els accor- 


dingrtothe newe faſhion, that they doo beleeue no- 


thing butthat which they thEſelues haue ſcen, which 
in troth appearethto be yeric little. 

For an{were whereunto(according to the teſtimo- 
nic of the French Chronicles)I lay,that in King Hen- 
riethe lixts time, Tohn Lord of bl Keinp accompa- 
nied with two bundred Launces at the leaſt, and ta- 


king his way toatowne called Mdns,met by chaunce: 


with an Engliſh Captaine,called-Berry,that bad tothe 
number of foureſcore Archers, who perceiving the 
French men,preſcntlie reduced his meniato a hearſe, 
turning their backestoa hedge, becauſerhe Launces 
mightnot charge them in back, but onlic io frunt, and 
ſo giuing their volces of arrowes F the French Laun- 
ccs charging,did.ſo wound and kill their horſes, that 
| bs they 
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they oucrthrewe them,and flewe and tookediners of 
them priſoners. 

And withina while after a French Captaine of the 
countric of Main,called Guton du Corng,departed from 
a rowne called Sable, accompanied with fixe ſcore 
Launces to ſ{ecke his aduenture, where he might finde The French 
anic Engliſh men in the fields, who happened to meer © 
with an Engliſh Knight called Sir 11illam ele, be- 
ewixt| Mans and Alingon,that had in his companie f1x- 
teene or twentie Archers on hotſebacke, who percei- 
uing ſo manic French Launccs,alighted on foote, and 
reducing themſclues into forme ina broad high way, 
where the Launces could not charge them but in 
fruntthey puttheir horſes fromthem,and the French A merucilous 
Launces charging them, the volces of arrowes of —_— 4%, 4 
thoſe fewe Archers wrought ſuch notable effefta- 127 of arhers 
gainſtrhe French horſmen, that they brake and ouer- 
threw.them,in ſuch ſort, that there were diuers of the 
French laine and taken priſoners. | 

And in our tyme king Henxy the eight being at the 
ſiege of Terowenne and a conuoy of munitions and yi- 

&tuals being at that tyme to go from Guiens towardes 
Terouenne , all the French Capraines of Picardy and #0 
Vermandois hauing intelligence thereof, didaſſemble "= 
all their men at armes & Launcecs of thoſe provinces, 
with ſome number of ſhotalfo both Harquebuziers 
and Croflebowers, and attended the Englith conuoy 
in ambuſh more than a league beyond the rowne of 
Ari, towardes Terokeme , where cncountring with 
che Engliſhlighthorſeme avant ceurirs, they did ouer- 
throwethem , which beivg perceined by the Engliſh 
Capraines of the connoy,they preſently reduced their 
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A notablcef. ber of their horſes were wounded 
 fetot Archers of their chicet Capraines, called Monſieur de-Plefots lif- 
ting vp his ſword to ſtrike, was with an arrowe ſhot 
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earriages.intoa conuenient formeand placing conuc- 


\nientnumbers of Archers inthe two open places of 


the carriages before and behind, ahd farcing all other 
places berwixt carriages and uri with Archers, 
where the French Launces might baue anie entrance; 
after a long fight and many chatges by the men at 
armes of France and their ſhotgiuen,the terrible effect 
of thevolees of arrowes was ſuch that a great num- 

d or {laine, and one 


in atthearme hole through his guſler of maile, and 
there ſlainc, with many other men at armes,& French 
Gentlemen of good accompt:. In ſuch ſort, thatthe 
French, which did farre exceed the Engliſh in num- 
ber, were that day repulſed ahd oyerthrowne by the 
excellencic of Archers. And at this aCtion there is an 
old Engliſh Gentleman yer alive, whole name is Ma- 
ſer Caudwell that was there preſeht. And theſe ex- 
amples aforcſaid, are (ufficicnt(I thioke)to conuince 
and confound the vaine opinionsand obictions be- 
fore mentioned. 186 v7 


Now, if the eftc&t of yolees of arrowcs bee fo ter- 
rible both againſt horſemen and footmen armed-(as T 
haue before declared by ſomany reaſons & examples) 
whatthen are the yolcesof artowes/ ableto performe 
againſt Moſquetticrs and Harquebuziers, that are ina 
manner altogether diſarmed, whoſe weapons of fire 
inthe field, doo rather terrifieand make afraid yong- 
lingsand nouices of watre, with ſmoake andnoyſle, 


than with anie often killing, hurgng, or wounding 
them with bullets, whereof notonke old ſoldiers, bur 
| horſes 
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horſes alſo that area little vſed to their fire, crackes 
and ſmoake.are not anicthingamazednor afraid; but 
three or foure volees of arrowes lighting amongſta- 
nie number of Moſquettiers or Harquebuziers (how 
old and braue ſoldiers ſocuer they bee) will lo amaze 
and terrific them, that they ſhall faile ro charge their 


pecces,to put touchpowder into their pannes, & their 


matches inco their ſerpentines. Beſides that,they will 
either wound, kill, or miſchiefe them, inſuch ſort as 
happicthoſe that with three or foure arrowes in their 
bodies, faces, armes or legges,throwing downe their 
Harquebuzes and Moſquets, can eſcape out of the 
terrorand daunger of the volces of arrowes. For con- 
firmation wherof,there be diuers moderne examples, 
with veric honorabletcſtimonie of ſuchas are yer li- 
uing, veric honorable by birth and parentage, asalſo 
by tides of honor and worthines, of the whichthat 
noble Gentleman .Ambreſe Earle of #arwicke is one, 
that accompanicd the Duke of Northumberland his fa- 
ther (then Earle of Warwicke) a man of great valour 
and ſufficiencie for the goucrning and conducting of 
an Armie, who inthe yeare I 5 4 $. was {cnt by King 


Ambroſe Earle 
of Warwicks 
experience of 
Archers, pen- 
ned with his 


Edward thefixt,as his Licutenant generall withan Ar-. owne hand. 


mic of horſemen and foormen, to.ſupprefieche rcbek 
hon of Ker in Norffolke, who at, that-time lay. encam- 
ped with agreat power of. notorious and hardic, re- 

ells by the Citic of Norwich, vppan a high hill called 
Mount Surrey, tothe which.Citie the Duke with his 
Armie being came,. he with great order did encampe 
and lodge himſelfe and his Armie on the other fide of 
the citicand riuer,& thenext.daythe entred therowne 


and. brought. in foure andtwentie field peeces, tothe 
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chiefe charge whereof he appointed the Coronell Crur- 


penickan Alman and a great ſoldier, with his regi- 


met of Almans, which was twelte hundred, the moſt 
of them braue ſhot,and all old ſolgiers; with diuers 0- 
ther Engliſh bands and valiant Captaines of our owne 
nation forthe gard ofthe ſame; but before they could 
throughlie cutrench themſelues,thoſeifurious Rebels 
contrarie to all expeQation, deſcended downe their 
hil with ſuch a furte of ſhor of arrowes,being al Bow- 
men,Swords and Bills,that they gaue ſtichatertor and 
feare to our people both ſtrangers andEnglith,as they 
were faine to runne away with the loflc of the Ord1- 
nance, and ſlaughter of a great ſort of foldicrs,and be- 


fore the Duke could make head againſt them , they 


| had recoucred erghteen field peeces,and carried them 


vpto their hill cuen with veric force of men. And 
within tvvo or three daies after, thoſe gallants did not 
let toabide the bartaileagainſt the Duks & his wholc 
Armie in the plaine field, where the! battaile was (o 
mantullic fought on bothſides,that it could be hardlic 
udged by the belt ſoldiers that were there, which 
ſide was like to prevaile, but inthe end, God giuing 


the viRtorie, it was ſcene by that batrajle thararrowes 
were a molt noble weapon. And whereasthe Duke 


at his firſt aſſembling and forming ot his Armie, had 
chaunged many Archers into Harquebuziers(becayſe 
he had: no opinion of the Long Bowe) he aftcrthat 
victorieand {uppreſsionof the Rebels,vpontheexpe- 
riencethat he in thoſe aCtions had of the daunger and 
retror of atrowes, (his owne horſe bcing wounded 
vnder him art that battaile with three or foure at: 
rowes,whercof he dicd)did both theh & many _— 
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aftcr openlie proteſt hiserror betore Count Malateſta 
Baglion, an ancient and a noble ſoldier 7ralien, and o- 
ther great Captaines 7ralians and Almans, ſaying,that 
from|that time forward he would hold the Bowe to 
be the onelic weapon of the world, and ſo did all the 
notable Captaines both Engliſh and ſtrangers atfirme 
the ſame. And this I haue ſet downe almoſt verbatim, 
from the report of the aforeſaid .Ambroye Earle of 


Warwicke that.now is, who was preſcntat that ation, 


and had his horſe alſo wounded vnder him with two 
orthree arrowes. 

In the ſame yeare of the raigne of King Edward the 
fixt alſo, 8% in the ſame ſommer,Sir Tohn Ruſſel knight, 
Lord priuic ſcalc, that was after Earle of Bedford, be- 
ing ſeat by the King as his Lieutenant generall with a 

reat ppwer both of horſemen and footmen, againſt 
the Rebells of the Welt parts,accompanied with the 
Lord Grey of Wilton, Sir William Herverc, (after Earle 
of Penbrooke) the Lord of Hur{lon that now is, with 
manie 9thers both Knights & Eſquiers of great wors- 
ſhip, and comming to certcine skirmiſhes & encoun- 
ters with the Rebells, the Archers of the Rebells did 
ſo behauethemſelues with their volees of arrowes a- 
gainſt djucrs old bands Harquebuziers 7raltans and 
Spaniards, that they dxaue the trom all their ſtrengths, 
as from bancks,ditches, hedges,and other aduantages 
of ground, to the great milchicte| of manie of thoſe 
ſtrangers.-Andottheſe 


| oreat effcs of Archers againſt 
Harquebuzicrs,I haue heard rhe Lord ME The Lord of 


aforclaid(who was there an cyc witnes)veric notably 
report. Belides that, manie yeares| paſt I haue heard 
Captaine Spinola an _Iralian(who was a yeric brauc 


ſoldicr, 


Hunſdons ex- © 
perience of Ar- 


p< 
chers. 
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Captaine$/- ſoldier,and wounded with arrowes in thoſe ſeruices 


»olas opinion 


and experience 


of Archers. 


This Was io 
enned by 


and aCtions, -giue ſingular commendation of the Ar- 
chericof Eng 


and | | 


Tothe like effect and ſingular commendation of 


Archers,I haucalſo heard the aforclaid Earle of War- 
wicke diuers times further repott, that in the yeare 


Ambroſe Earle TF62.. he being at Newhaven in Normandic Lieutenant 


of Warwicke 


hunſcltc. 


 generall for the Queene that now is, thenorable and 
great Captaine Chaſtillon Admirall bf France (being 
thenat the ſiege of Caenin Normandie, and atthattime 


| favoured by the Queene of England) did ſend to the 
Earle tor a ſuccour of ſome Engliſh bands, of the 


which he deſired that the moſt might bee Archers. 
But the Earle at that &amrime havipg no Archers on 
that ſide the ſea, ſentvnto him a ſypplicof ſixe hun- 
dred braue Harqueburziers, with ſomearmed men al- 
ſo,which he very thankfully receiued,buttherewith- 


The Admirall all ignified ynto the Earle that he had rather have had 


C haftulons O= 
pinion of Ar- 


 chers. 


two hundred Archers,and that he would hauec perfor- 
med greater {cruice with that ſmall niiber of Bowes, 
than with all choſe braue Harepfoiets And this 
meſſage was ſent from that great Captaineto the Earle 
by Sir Francis Somſerſet,Sit Ni cholas Throgmorton,and 
Sir William Pelham. 

And ſhortlic after,that notable Coronel .Almanthe 
Reingraue(who had ſcrued manie yearesin France)ac- 
companicd with manic other braye Captaines both 
Frenchand Almans,with a great power both ot horſ- 
men and foottmen, comming downe and cncamping 
not farre from Newhauen,there happened a great skir- 
mith betwixt certeine Engliſh bands of Newhauen,and 
the French and Alman I which continued 


ycric 
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veric hot, with many volces of Harquebuze ſhor, and 


newe ſupplies on-cuerie ſide, but at the length the 
French and Almans exceeding the Engliſh farre in 
mulcitude, forcedthem to retire with diſorder cucn 
ro the veric gates of Newhanen; during which aCtion, 
ithappencd that toureſcore tall Archers (Hamſhire 
men) didat that time land in the Hauen, who taking 
their Bowes and ſheafes of arrowes, with their other 
furniture,did preſently march without any tarriance 


rhrough the rowne into the field wherethe skirmiſh 


was; ypon whoſe comming, the Engliſh bands that 


alittle before were forced by the often charges and 


grcatmultitude of the ſhot of their Enemics,to retire 
cuento the veric town-ditches and gates,taking cou- 
e afreſh, theyand che Bowmen entered againe in- 
to skirmiſh with the Almans and French, where the 
foureſcorc Archers did behaue them(clues ſo nota- 
bly againſtthe enemics with their yolces of arrowes, 
that with the braue and valiant charges which they 
and the relt of the Engliſh bands gaue yppon their c- 
nenues, but chieflic with the excellencie of the Ar- 
chers, they forced them not onchie to retire, but to 
turne their backes : in ſuch ſort, as putting a great 
number of themto the ſword, they became malters 
ofthe field. Vpon which notable cffeCt of thoſe fewe 


Archers,as alſo ypon diuers others that the Reingraue 


bad before time {eene in ſeruing againſt the Engliſh, 
he ſhortlie after yppon thereturne of a meſſage that 
had been ſent ynto him by the Earle of Warwicke (Sir 
Edward Horſey being the meſſenger)did moſt highly 
commend the notable cftcQts, that he long before 1n 
diuers ſ{cruices bad ſcene performed by the Engliſh 


L Archers 
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 accompt of them. And to this « 


a! 
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Archers againſt both horſemen and footmen:& ſaid 
alſo, that long before that time he knewe by cxpoe- 
rience; that great numbers ot Engliſh Archers were 
able ro-performe verie great mattefs in thefield; bur 
that ſo {mall a-number ot Bowmen as were ih that 
laſt great conflict,ſhould bee able with their arrowes 
todo ſogreat miſchicte againſt his old bands of Ll- 
mans, French and Gaſcoignes,he would not haue bclce- 
ved, if he himſclte had notſeenejr. And therefore 
did with great reaſon and expetichce proteſt and ac- 
knowledge, the Long-bowes of England to bee the 
moſt excellent weapons for the fieldthar. were vſed 
by ante Nation 1n Chriſtendome, and ſaid that the 
Queecne of England had great Tl {oro eſteeme and 

fctT have: divers 
rimes heard the Earle of Warwick himſelte yerieno- 
tablic report. x 
I haue alſo heard Sir IamesCroſt, that honorable 
and moſt ſufficient Gentleman, that hath ſerued di- 
uers of ourPrinces- in manie great -andprincipall of- 
fices and charges Militaric, both|in Enzland, France 
Scotland and Ireland, declare verie notable effeQts, 
which he himſclfe hath ſeeneby our Archers in di- 
uersaCtions performed.The particularities whereof, 
asalſo his opinion conceraing the excellencie'of that 
weapon,I remit to his owne report. > e411 


Now,notwithſtanding all theſe notable experien- 


. = 
., 
- 
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cesandexarmples of the excellent cftefs of Archers 
againſt Harquebuziers; our ſuch men of warre hauc 
vied toalledge, thar neither the |Harquebuzes were 
fo good, nor yet the Harquebriers ſo skilfull in 
thoſe dates, as now their Caliucrersare : whercunto 
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it may be anſwered with great reaſonand experience 
of diuers auncicnt Captaines both Tralians and Spd- parquebu- 
mards,that I hauc knowne (of the which ſomeare ziew wore as 
yet liujng)thatnor onlic theHarquebuzes whichthe ans" 63 
Italians & Spaniards did vie fiftic ot three (core yeres form fiftic or 
paſt were as maniable, and of as good forme as now tice | 
they are,butalſo thatthe Harquebuziters were as $kil- _ f 26 -=4 
full and perfe& with that Kind of weapon, as they 
arc now intheſe our dates. And thathath manitcſtlie Harquebu- 
appeared by the infinite numbers ot great skirmithes i cr 
that haue bin verie cffeCuallic pertormed with Hat- were asskiltull 
quebuzc ſhot in the Emperour Charles, & the French i or three. 
Kings warres in talie, France, the Lowe Countries, —— 
and Burgundie, as alſo in Barbaric againſt the Turkes they arc. 
and Mores, and in the warres of Germanie, betwixt 
the ſaid Emperour and the Dnke of Saxome, & other 
Reyſtares and Princes of Germanie. VV hich opinions 
aforc{aid miſconceiued, and yeric 1gnorantlicalled- 

ed by our ſuch men of warrc,to the diſabling of the 
lraeanier of other Nations in times paſt, and 
enhabling their Caliverers of this time, thereby to 
detract the excellent eftefts of our Long: bowes,doth 
further manifeſt their lacke of ſutficiencie to iudge 
of the exerciſes and vie of thoſe weapons of fire, not 
onlic of times paſt, but alſo of thispreſent time, and 
that hath appeared in diuers of their ſernices of the 
Lowe Countries,as I haue heard certeine of our 01d 
Captaines of good experience atfirme;chat hane ſeen 
ſomeof their ynskiltull ſernices in thoſeparts; and 
was allo confirmed bythe fained skirmiſh thar ſome 
of their Captaines, Officers, and 014 bands of Har- 
quebuziers and Moſqucettiers of the Low Countries 
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of their owne training, didthe laſt fommer molt dif 
 orderlie performe betore my Lord Treaſurer at Til- 
burie, where they diſcharged one inanothers necke, 
- and having diſchargedtheir peeces, did run out of 
their troupes and ſtand ſtill, and tharge theirpeeces 
againc, and returning|to giue neye volecs , did dif- 
charge their pecces at their fellowes hammes, legges | 
and backes, running together thickeand threefold fo 
diſorderlie, that it wasa ſ{corne tg behold them: and 
this in the opinion of many Gentlemen, & ſome old 
Captaines of good (cruiceand experience that were 
there preſent and bcheld the ſame, who concluded 
the inſufficiencie of our ſuch men of ,warreof the 
Lowe Countries,by the lack of $kill, imperteCtions, 
and ipſutficiencies of their trained ſouldicrs, accor- 
ding to the old proucrbe; 1ndiſcipuls magiſter vide- 
eur, like maſters like men. W hich aforeſaid ation at 
Tilburie, doth not onlic make maniteſtthatour ſuch 
old ſoldiers Harquebuziers are yow as vnskiltull, as 
the newe Soldiers /1/670s Spaniards of. rwo moncths 
pay were manic yeares paſt , but ifthat anie forraine 
cnemie with ſuch vnskiltull Harquebuziers as they 
were, ſhould aſſaile a quarterof the likepumber of 
our Archers,they ſhould not be ableto abidetwo yo- 
lees of arrowes, without. caſting; away their peeces 
and turning their backes.” | | 


Andnow. hauing inthis my{diſcourſe made ma- 
nifeſt the excellencic of our Long-bowes and Ar- 
chers,by many reaſons & exatmples, ancient and mo- 
derne, both againſt well horſed and armed Launces, 
as alſo Harquebuziers, which Ithioke by all reaſon 


may ſutfice to conuince and confound all 'the igno- 
rant 
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rant opinions and friuolous obiettions of our ſuch 
men of warre,/as alſo to induceall ſuch as are of any 
right conſideration and indgement,to acknowledge 
the ſufficiencie & excellencie of that weapon; & that 
itis further cuident by all forren Hiſtories that haue 
madeany mention of the differences of Bowes, vſed 
by many Nations, as alſo by ſuch as hauctrauailed 
in many parts of Europe, Affricke,or Aſia , that our Our Engliſh 
Engliſh Bowes,arrowes and Archers do excecd and A . 
excell al other Bowes vſed by all forren Nations not wot excellent 
only 11 ſubſtance & ſtrength, but alſo in the length 8 ofall other 
bignes of theatrowes: I will now further ſhewe the **n* 
vrondertull eftefts that hath bene wrought by diucrs 

ſorts of forren Bowes,as Gothign, Parthian,e Arabian, 
Turkiſh, and Tartarian,all which(as aforeſaid}are in- 

feriour ynto ours: that by ſuch notable effeQs by the 
performed, all ſuch as are of ſound indgement, not 

caried with toyes, fancies and new faſhions, may ve- 

ry well knowe, that God hathgiuen ſuch exceeding 
and excellent cffeCts vnto that weapon , thart of all o- 

thers it hath euer bene,and yet may bc iultly accoun- 
red the chicte weapon of bartellsand conqueſts. 

I thinke it is moſt maniteſt by all Hiſtories, that 

have written (6 promans and conquering Nations, 
that in many and diners ages vnder theirgreat and 
notable Captaines,haue giuen themſelues to enlarge 
their domin1ons, or wi force to pofleſle the habt- 
tations of other forren people,that they haue erected 
ſome kinde of milicia and diſcipline mallitarie, to at- 

chicue andpcrforme the ſame. And as the beſt kinds 

of weapons inthe handes of well diſciplinated, obe- 

dicat and exerciſed ſouldiers,is a principall part of a 

| Ll 3 miliga 
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Certen Diſcourſes written 
Al conquering yxilicia,to atchicue victories; ſo!I thinke it is moſt e- 
s rw wn uident,thatall thoſe conqueringiNations haue made 
25 their chicfe Chieke choiſe of the Bowe, asot the moſt excellent 
weapon. +Fkindof weapon for uy ney congquelts.; |, _ 
And although they haue'not yſed in-theirarmics 
that weapon alone, butother weapons alſo.incorpo- 
rated with them, yet it is molt manifeſt, rhat the 
_ grcateſt numberof ſuch mightigarmies haue, conſ(t- 
ſted more of Archers either on horſebacke-or ,on 
foote, thanof any other forts pf weapons, and by 
their excellent eftefts chicfly, hane beene atchieued 
molt notable and wondertull yidtorics;..as for exam- 
Allprear con- PI * VV erenot diucrs Emperors and great Captains 
queſts, nexx Romains with puiſlantarmics many tumes inuading 
vato God, at- the Parthians and Perſaans; ſometimes onetthrowne, 
chicucd chicf- | |; | ie 7 
ly with the andamany times repulſed by them, and thax chictlic 
torceofAr- by,their Archers? VVerc not Craſſus and Caſsius with 
4s a mightyarmic which did coplult of many legions 
of olde ſoldiers Romaines, ouctthrowne and yan- 
quiſhed inthe plaine fields with the force of the Pay- 
thianarrowes? And was not Valerian the Emperour 
ouerthrowne and taken priſoncs, ina great battaile 
by the Perſcens, and that chiefly by the great cfte& of 
their arrowes?Beſides all which it is moſt cuideat by 
diuers Hiſtories, that neitherrhe Dotable Conſulls of 
the ancient Romanes,,. nor yetafterthemthe Empe- 
rors Romans withtheir conquering milicla were c- 
uer ableto conquere the Parthians. and Perſuans., de- 
fending themſclues chiefly with that excellent wea- 
pon of Archeric on horſebacke. | . :..,',, ., .. * 
But now to ſpeake of foure mightic and conque- 
ring Nations, thatof later ycares,/ but in diucrs tk 
| | uc 
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haue yanquiſhedand ſubducd: diuers great partes of 
the world. It doth appeare by many Hiſtones, that 
the Gorhes, Vandalls, Alans, and other ſcprentrionall 
Nations, yndertheir notable Princes, & great Cap- 
tains, making warre at diuers-times ypon the Empc- The Gothes, 
rour Romanes, and-inuading Greece, did beftegethe hire 0g" 
imperiall cicic of Conſtantineple,and did ſpoile the Pa- tional 250 
mnias, now called Hungarte, and; Auſtria , with 7thy- 55did archiue 
L . . all their vito- 
_ ria, Dalmatis, avd many other prouinces. Alſothey 5. a. 
inuaded andwaſted 7ralte, ſacked the moſt auncient with their 
and famous citic of Rome,with agreat number of o- Bows. 
ther Cities. Andindiuers notable battailes woun- 
ded and killed many great Captaines, and ſome Em+ 
perours & their Generals withtheir arrowes.. After 
which they paſſed through & ſpoiled Frace,inuaded 
and conquered Spatne,and caried their armies to the 
ſtraights of Hercules,now called Gibraltar. Allo the 
ſame Vandallsand Alans paſſed the ftraights, and 1n- 
uaded Affrike, and conquered in a maner allthe Ze- 
uant (ea coaſts of the ame now called Barbarie. And 
It is moſt euident, that they did performe & archicue 
al thoſe their battailes,viftorics and conqueſts,more 
with the efte&t of their Archers and Bowes, than 
with all the reſt'oftheir weapons. - | 
And notmany yeresafter that, the Arabians(a na- The Arabtis 
tion before that time litle ſpoken of )vnder their falſe with gieatna-. 
Prophet Mahomer, 8 his ſucceſſors Halifas, with in- pups =—oas 9 
finitnumbers of Arabian Bowmen on horſeback, 8 id -.hicue 
ſome numbers of Zagaias (which are double headed wondertull , 
Lances) did inuade the dominionsof the Empire of ©,0.un. 
Conſtantinople, And withthoſe weapons' chiefly did = 
conquete al Meſopotamia Suria, Armenia,and Perſia, 
he 0 ads 3c 9 2s Allo 
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Allo, they did win Teruſalem and many other Cities 
and Prouinces, and brought the Emperour Heracl:- 
#s and ſome other of his {uccefiobnrs ro betributaries 
vntothem. And indiuers great! | 
arrowes did wound and take ſotnc pours and 


' tany of their Generals,priſoners. 


The Arabians 
forgetting 
ther Art mili- 
tane,and vic 
of their Bowes 
were conque- 
red by the 
Turkcs. , 


Alſo,they inuaded Affrike,conquered Foypr, and 
ſubducdall Barbariecuen to the yery Ocean ſea. And 
ſhortly after paſsing ouer the ſte {gn of Gibraltar 
into Spaine, and finding the Gothes 8 Vandalls polleſ- 
{ours of the ſame,through thee Cting and tyranni- 
call gouernement of their rwo laſt kings Gookes V 1- 
riſſaand Don Rodrigo, brought ttomalltheir ancient 
exerciſes militaric and vſc of their Bowes, they did 
conquere the kingdomecuento the very mountains 
Perineos,and atchicued many other notable viQtorics 
and conqueſts in 7talte, Greece, Frclie, Candia, and o- 
ther Iſlands of the + Arc hipelogo,ahd all thoſe chieflic, 
by the wonderfull cfteCtes ot their «Arabian Bowes. 

After all which notable conqueſts atchicued by 
the Arabias vadertheir Halifas,& that they th <-tiy 
long peaceand ſome ciuil diflention, were now gro- 
wen into ambition, enuic andcouctouſnes, and to 
negle& cheirancient diſcipline militaric andvſec of 
their Bowes,the Turkes (a new Nation at thattime 
ina maner vnknown) comming at the firſt but with 
fac thouſand, all Archers, from|beyond the moun- 
raincs of Caucaſus corheaide of Mahemet, then King 
of Perſia, vndertheir braue Captaine Tanglarepice 
Mucaleto, did pertorme greatſeruices vnto the Per- 


ſens. Andafter vpon lacke of pay,and ſome other in- 
iurics ynto them by the Prrjury offcred,retiring the- 
ſclucs 
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ſclues tothe mountaines, they did moſt yaliantly de- 
fend themſelues,vaul that new aides and great num- 
bers of Archers and Aljauas Trrkes came to ioyne 
withthem . At which time inuading the Perſoans, 
and ouerthrowing and killing their King in batraile, 
they conquered all Perſia; andatter inuading Arme- Ls -- 1c oo 
| niadid vanquiſhand kill the Halifa of Baldac,and did bers of Ar. 
| ſubdue ina manerall the Dominions that Mahomer <b<r5did at- | 
that falſe prophet, and his ſuccefſours Halifas had in woos per 
certaine hundreds of yeeres before conquered in,A- and conquetss. 
fas. Andallthoſe conqueſts, with many battailes and 
victorics he and his Turkes atchicued chiefly with 
the wonderful effects of their Bowes,of which wea- 
pon their miliciadid principally confitt. After whoſe 
time, the Soldans his ſuccefiours, and Oroman the firſt 
Emperour of the T urkes, and his ſuccefſours did win 
many battailes and yiQories againſt the Emperours 
of Conſtantimple , chiefly with the aduantage of that 
weapon. : 
Andit is further apparant by diuerſe Hiſtories, 
thatthe 7avrrays inhabiting towards the North and 
Nortthealt ſeas of Aſia, being reduced into a diſci- 
pline'militarie'yndet diuers of their Princes & Cap- 
taincs,as Hocata Cham,Gabo Sabata, and Haloon, did The Tartars 
witly cheir innumerable numbers: of Archets, and trerecssna 
Aljauas on hot{ebacke, not onely ſubdue all, the: of archers on, 
Eaſt ipartes of {ſw curn tothe yery Oceat (eas;bur "eva, 


did atchieuc 


didin diuerlc ages inuadethe VV clt partes of Aſia: wordertull 
vanquiſhing and ouerthrowing in many battailes dj- viftories and 
uers Soldans with their great-armies of; Turkes , and 
ſpoiled 8& madetributatic vnto'them Parthia, Perſia,” 
Melia; Armenia, Meſopytamia,and Suria. 

M And 


conquelts. 


 Certen Diſcourſes, written 
And laſt of all Tamberlan,that yaliantEmperour of 


the Tartars inuading «Aſia minor, and comming to 


bartaile with Bayezer , at that time Empcrovr of the - 


T'arkesdid onerthrow & vanquiſh him 8& his migh- 

_ Uearmic and tooke him priſoner , V hich batratle 

and victoric he atchicued by reaſon that his armie of 

Tartars did farre exceede the Turkes in numbers of 

Archers . Which moſt excellent effefts of Archers 

before mentioned , was the very cauſe that mooned 

eAmurat (the ſecond of that name) Emperor of the 

T urkes, within fewe yecres after to inſtitute for the 

gard of his perſon thay: icia of the Taniſſaries on 

T4. :-0..- tote, Who being Chriſtian mens/coildrenrenied, 8 
e inftitutis _ : | 

raughefrom their youththe exerciſe of the Bowe,as 


of the Iani(- -gpg 
faricz on foote alſo of later yeares of the harquebuze, doe become 


_ BallArcher. || excellent in both kinds of weapons; {oas when 


the Turke doth ſend any numbers bf them vnder his 
' Baſhasto the beficging of any Citics,or towns, they 
al yſe to take with them both their Bowes, and rhetr 
Harquebuzes; Their hanna. 7 to vic intrenches 
againſt places fortified, and their Bowes for ſeruices 
_ ofthefield . Howbeit,whenſoeuer the Terke in per- 
ſon with an imperiallarmic doth innade any Prince 
or Nation, hee hath alwayes with him twelue. or 
fourcteene thouſand 1aniſſaries on foote with their 
Bowes and cetmitories without abic Harquebuzes, 
for his laſt and moſt afſored refyge,, and gard- of his! 
perſon: So as it is moſt euidentthatthe Baſchas , Bel- 
Foobie , and Semjaques of the Turkes ( of the which 


there be ſo many notable and excellent Captaines a-: 


ble to gouerne,, condutt and coramaund great and 
mightic Armics,as allthe VW eſtpartes of page hve 
| me 
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dome haue not ſo many,nor the like)who knowing 
all the effeCtes of weapons of fire , as well as the beſt 
men of watre of Chriſtendome, do by all reaſon mi- 
 lirarie preterre their Bowes before their Harquebu- 
zcs forall battailes, and great encounters in the field: 
Andeucn ſo likewiſe two other moſt puiflaunt and 
mightie Empires of 4ſia and conquering Nations, 
che one of the Tartars, and the other ofthe Perſians, 
Parthians,and Medians ynder the Sophic, which Em- 
pires and Nations alcthoughthey have knowen and &—& 
dthe vſe of weapons of fire long before they were ha ou 
knowne in Europe , yet hatiethey alwaycs, anddoo powder, ſhot, 
{till greatlic preferre their Archers and Bowes on 924 ſwall pec- 
horſebacke tor battailes and vidtorics , before their hoy br i 
weapons of fire. Germanie (as 
And now as I hauc before indiuers parts of theſe {*7<doc wit 
| 39 4 : and tell) but 
diſcourſes brieflie ſet downe manie notable effes they were firſt 
of our Engliſh Archers, againſt both horſemen and invented,in | 
foormen of all ſorts of weapons, with ſuch and ſo bes. = 
manie notable batrailes & victories atchicucd by our invicin divers 
Engliſh nation, chieflie (nextynto God)by the excel- Pats of 4/4 
lencie of our ſaid Archers; And that I haue laſt of all OE = :& 
brieflic declared the wonderfull yitorics and con- that I hauc 
quelts indiuers ages atchicued by foure ſo notable —_— 
Nations, andthat moſt of all by the notable effects of in 5.41 by 


their Bowes, (I meane the Gorhes, Vandals,and other two Embaſſa- 
ſuch ſcptentrionall people, their companiqus and fel. ap o2 ke 
lowes in armes, as alſo the Arabians, the Turkes and the otherof 
L Tartars): So I might further with the teſtimomie.of ©1924 
many notadle hiſtories, & partlie by the very Bible ir 
(elte, (if it were not, roauoideprohxitic) ſhewe and 
provoue, that all the notable and tamous Nations of 
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Certen Diſcourſes written 

Enyope, Afſrickand «ſu, —_— ſiace the begin- 
FO ntad- ningof the world, euen yntill t is preſent UNC, ate 
venture will chieuecd infinite victories and conguelts, have archie- 
E:-4 are ;"K uedrhe fame by thewondertul] eftetts of Bowes, as 
'  * withoutLong bythe weapon of all others that God bath pur into 
' bowes,but + the heartsof men, todeuiſe andviclometimes to de- 
cone] fend themſelues withall againſt forai ne Nations,that 
quebuze ſhot, haue vniuſtlie aſſailed themz8&ſomerimes to inuade, 
 &otherwe- ang by battailes and viCtoties tochaſtenandpuniſh 
nnd) panes other ſuch Nations, as in former times had had the 
partofth: perfect yſc of theſame; and yetafter in procefle of 
| to beanoy . time, by the permiſsionot God fortheir finnes, had 
is tobeanſwe- negleCted and forgotten the vſe thereof, thatrhereby 
red.chatthoſe they might recciue the puniſhmebr of 'Gad; by the 
-x hee] wellexerciſed hands in thoſe weapons of other war. 
that wentna- like Nations, that were either tnore in the fauour of 
ked,and had _ God, or els appoynted by him as inſtruments, with 
worficeld bloudtochaſten and puniſh ſuch tranſpreſſors. Di- 

uers of the which examples, becauſe I have in m 
Proeme of theſe diſcourtes briefly declared, I think 
it would bee holden for ſuperfluousto rehearſe, and 
digreſle into ſuch innumerable exarples of the ex- 
cellencieand merucilous cffefs thar have been in all 
ages, wrought by infinite Nations with that moſt 
miraculous weapon ; and therefgre will reduce my 
ſelfe, and procecdeto the proouingand concluding, 
thatalchough skilfull Harquebuzjers and Moſguer- 
ticrs with their weapons of fire, be verie excellent in 
their conuenient andduc times & places (as Thauc in 
diuers parts of this diſcourle particularlie declared) 
yetthat for bartels & victories inthe ficld,theyare no 
 waics coparable to out Englith Archers and Bowes. 
ol OP 0s a8 And 
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And now againeto returneto the anſwering of 0- 
ther obieQtions of our ſuch men of warre,who(nor- 
withſtanding ſo-many reaſons and examples by me 
before alledged indue & iuſt commendation of Ar- 
chers)hauc not been aſhamed many times moſt phan- 
raſtically to report, that our arrowes wil not wound An opinion 
men through ſingle butte Ierkins, nor ſcarſe through conrarieto all 
their ordinarie clothes : which 1gnorant and fond —_— _ 
{peaches were more ſeemelic ro come out of the paicnce. = 
mouthes of nouices and yonglings that neuer ſawe 
anything,than from ſuch as profeſsing armes, ought 
to ſpeake with conſideration, reaſonand judgement. 
Andtherecfore it is greatlic to bee pi:tied,that men of 
 ſogreat ignorance and ſmal vnderitanding in affaires 
andaQions of warre,are grown to ſuch an ouerwee- 
ning intheir owne conceipts, that in their fond bab- 
lings they doo-make ſo light of thoſe our weapons, 
thatthe great Captaines of France,and other Nations 
inKing Edward thethirds time,8 othcr kings times, fll 
did by the experience of their daungers & milchictes LIN 
ſo greatlic redoubr, that they cauſed their footmen ms 
(although they were as well armed for the defence 
of their bodics & heads,as tootmen now a daics are) 
tocarric pauoiles of feauen foorlong, and a foot and 
a halfe,or two foote broad, with little holes towards 
rhe ypper end armed with ſtecle, for them tolooke 890 
through;which pauoiſes did coucr their faces,and al {8 
other diſarmed patts euendownetotheirtoes. And , Y! 
thatthcir men at armes allo ( becauſe our arrowes '- 4-108 
were ſo terrible in the ſights ot their horſes; and that 
-theydid wound them in the eyes and legges,and cue- 
ric bare and diſarmed place, which made them run 
> ABBES M3 ahwart 
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Examples out 
of the ſcripture 


; of diuers kings 


that haue bin 
wounded and 
ſflains with 
arrOWwcs. 


Examples out 


of notable h1- 
ſtories of ma- 
nie Emperors, 
Kings, an 
orcat Captains 
wounced and 
flaince with ar- 
rowes. 
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athwartthe one the other, as is before declared) did 
oftentimes forſake their horſes, and reducing them- 
ſelucs into eſquadron, came yponour Archers with 
their launces and ſwords,the beuers of their helmets 
downe, and armed cap «pie, as it ſos appeare by di- 
Ucrs great encounters mentioned n Froiſ$art, and 0- 
ther hiſtorics, . 

' But becauſe the wonderfull effelts and miſchiefe 
of arrowes, may further appeare to be farre different 
from the dreames and reports of « our ſuch phantaſti- 
call men of warre, I will now of many Emperours, 
Kings, andgr 'S reat Captaines that haue been wounded 
and killed, forraine Archers and arrowes, inferiour 
vato ours, ay a fkewec Fw 69 auoide prolixi- 


tic, beginning firſt with ſometeſtimonie out of the 
Bible. | 


Was not Saul(the firſt King of the Tewes,and a va- 
liant Prince) 1n his laſt battaile tqught with the A- 
malakites, atraide of the volces oftheirarrowes, and 
himſelfe wounded with an arrowe? And was not 
Ioram King of Iſrael {laine by Tehu his ſucceſſor with 


the ſhot of an arrowe, that {trake him i into the bodic 


and through the hart? And was not, Achaballo king 
ot 1/rael,ina barraile againſt the Sirians,ouerthrowne 
and Wi wry” with an arrowe, that ſtrake him into 
the bodice betweene the ioynts ot his armour, of the 
which wound hethat nightdied And wongnet- ofa? 
Belides that, it is turrher man teſt by many other 
notable Loches: that Alexander the oreat, that moſt 
mightie Conquerour, beſieging the Citic of Gazain 
S1r14,was himſcife ſore woundedthroughthe babes 
gin into the ſhoulder with anarrowe, in ſuch ſort, 
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that he was by that wound in great daunger, and his 
whole Armie thereat greatlic amazed. Veſpaſianalſo 
tharfamous and excellent Emperour, was wounded 
himſelfe with an arrow ina greatencounterand con- 
fiR, that he had againſt the Tees by the citic of 7or- 
pata in Iuda. The Emperour Dectus alſo was oucr- 
throwne & flaine ina battaile againſt the Gorhes and 
Decius Ceſar his ſonne ſtriken. dead with the ſhot of 


arrowes. The Empcrour Valens alſo was oucr- 


throwne in a great battaile by theGorhes,and himſclf 
fore wounded with an arrowe. Den eAljonſo allo 
King of Leon in Spaine, and Don Sancho King of «4- 
ragon were(althoughatdiuers times, & indiners pla- 
ces) wounded and flaine by the Arabians and Mores 
with atrowes. Mamel alſo Emperour of Conſtantino- 
ple, was ouerthrowne in a great battaile againſt the 
Soldan of Iconio, and himſelfe wounded with ar- 
rowes,notwithſtanding his armour and target,in the 
which he had thirtic arrowes ſticking. Orcan alſo 
ſonne ynto Oromarn and ſecond Empcrour of the 
Turkes, was ouerthrowne, wounded and (laine with 
arrowes, in a merucilous great batraile fought be- 
tewixt him, his Turkes and the Tavrars. And hnallie, 
Mahomet the ſecond of that name Emperour of the 
Tarkes,that wonderfull Conquerour,cthat did fo pio- 


ſpcrinall barrailes,and befiegings ofrownes, that he: 


wan the two Empires of Conſtantinople,and 7 repizon- 
da,and killed he Emperour ConStantine Dragon Paleo- 
lego, as alſo the Emperour of T repizonda, called Colo- 
1am, and beſides\conquered ten Kingdomes of Chri- 
ſtians, and ſlewefoureKings; and all this chicflic by 
his notable miliciaot Archers, yet notwithſtanding 
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Certen Diſcourſes written 
allhoſc his great vidories and conqueſts, ina great 
battaile fought berwixt him and that tamous V ayuod 
Tuan tlumades Coruineghe was himfclftwounded with 
an arrowe, and his Turkesthereatſo wondertullica- 
mazed,that thereupon he andthey were by the Chri- 
ſtians vanquiſhed, and complilel with great diſor- 


der, diſhonor, and loſle of his people tO Ictire to Con- 


ſtantineple. W hich notable examples of wounding, 


and killing of Emperours,Kipgs,and great Captains 
by foraine Archers,andarrowes ihteriour yvnto outs, 
may verie well ſhewe the ouerweeningand lacke of 
conſideration and iudgement of our ſuch men of 
warre, that haue ſoughtby their vaineand ignorant 
{peaches and words,to deface thei/torce,violence,and 
wondertull etfe&s of our Engliſh Archers and ar- 
rowes, contraricto infinite examples and notable hi- 
ſtories in divers languages, and experiences of manic 
conquering Nations, and moſt excellent Captaincs 
both auncicnt,and alſo of this age. 

Andnow hauing in this my diſcourſe cndeuou- 
red my ſelfe by manie reaſons and examples,to make 
manifeſt how our ſuch men of warre haue miſtaken 
the yſeand effects of divers ſorts of weapons our of 
theirdue times and places,with diuersotherthcir cr- 
rors Militarie,contrary to the moderne opinionsand 
vſc of diucrs forraine warhke Nations, asallo thatT 
hane(according to my firit propaſttion) particularlic 
ſerdownethe moſt of the perteQionsandimpertec- 
tions of Moſquetticrs and Harqueburziers, & of their 
weapons, with the perteCtions agd imperfetions of 
Archers and their Bowes, with manic reaſons and. 


examples alſo to ſhewe and prone; thatthe au + "oX 
cites 
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effects of our Archers and arrowes, areno-wates de- 
caicdnor blemiſhed by the effets of Harquebuziers 
and Moſquertiers, bn that they doo in the field farre 
exceed and excell the effects of all weapons of fire 
maniable, and farther, that no horſemen nor foot- 
menare able to abide the terror and daunger of the 
volces of our arrowes, with many cxamples of bat- 
tailes, yiQories, and conqueſts, of great encounters 
and skirmiſhes, of wounding and killing of mightic 
Emperours, Kings,8 great Captaines with arrowes; 
I now cometo conclude,thatour Archers, bcing yet 
ſo excellent as they arc, although in number not ſo 
manieas they were in times pallmaycbeing well or- 
dercd) workcas great or greaterefteAs inthe held, 
than they did in former ages conſidering that al Na- 
tions of the occidentall parts of Chriſtendome both 
horſemen and footmen, donow vieto weare fewer 
peecesof armour to'couer and defend their bodies, 
than they did a hundred, two hundred, or three hun- 
dred yeres paſt, when our Archers wrought ſo won- 
dcriull efteAts, not onlic againſtthe menar Armes of 
France,and other wel armed Nations, burtalſo againſt 
the ſhot and volces ofarmed Crofle-bowers; who as 
they were veric skilfull with that weapon in thoſe 
daics; ſo were they no waics inferiour to the ſhot of 


Moſquenier and Harquebuziers oftheſe our daics. 


N 


A briefe 


The concluk- 
on of this dif- 
courle. 


A briefe compariſon betwixe. Re:- 

ſters,Carabins, o7 Argolettiers, /omuch 
w{ed inforren parts in theſe our dayes; & Crofſe-bowers 
and Archers on horſebacke, which were vied by the Engliſh, and 
diversother Nations many yeares palt : With mine opinion alſo, 
concerning which of thoſe weaponsare of greateſt cficR tor ſeruit 


cesin the ; 
[ 
e 


; by 
: 


— 


France, do ſo praiſe and magnific the ſhot of Car- 
bins or Argolertiers (as they terme them) and of Ret- 
fters , which are Piſtollertiers, that they will notad- 
mit any ſhoton horſebacke to be comparable ynto 
them; imitating therein diuers forren Nations , that 
in theſedayes doc yſe thoſe weapons on horſeback. 
In which their 'opinions I doenot meane to touch 
them with any blame, becauſe I donot remember a- 
ny Nation in theſe Veſt parts of Chriſtendome, 
that doe vſe at this preſent anie other . Howbeit, 
whenT comets conſider of ſichſhot on horſebacke 
as hath bene vſed intimes paſt, which arethe Long- 
Bowe andthe Croffe-bowe , and that there be ome 
principall Gentlemen and Caprainesof diucrfe Nati- 
ons yecaliue, that have ſeenthem vſed in thefield;as 
namely of our Engliſh; that graue and moſt experi- 
enced Gentleman fir 1ames Crofre; & that I do com- 
pare the ynreadines, imperfeCtions and ſmall effetes 
of the weapons of fire aforeſaid, with the readineſle, 
pcrfeQions and great effefes of Crofle-bowes and 
Long-bowes.I doo (in mine opinion) greatly prefer 


thoſe two ancient weapons on horſeback before the 
= ſaid 
. 
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ſaid weapos of fire for al ſernices inthe field. And be- 

- cauſe it may appeare ynto ſuch Gentlemen as may 

peraduerure' readethis my opinion, how, 8&in what 

ſort I would hanc ſuchArchers & Crofſe-bowers to 

be hotſed , armed and weaponed, I will firſt make 

mention thereof, and after brieflyproceed to the for- 

tifieng & prouing of mine opinid by diners reaſons. 
All the Croſle-bowers on horſebacke ynder ſutfi- yow Crofſe.. 

cient conduftours well skilled inthat weapon, I bowerson 

would they ſhould hane Croflebowes of two pound wg "HM 

anda halte ofthe beſt ſorr, with crooked gaffles han- ſed, armed and 

ging at their ſtrong girdles after the manner of Ger- weaponed: 

mante , that they might on horſebacke bend their 

Crofſcbowes the more cafily and readily, with foure 

and twentic quarrells in a caſe, well and fitly fer at 

their ſaddle pommells, mounted ypon good cold gel- 

dings of meane ſize, themſclues armed with good 

murrians of the Spaniſh faſhion ypon their heades, 

collars, light and ſhort vraſted cuiraſles and backes, 

with flecucs of maile or chained with maile; or clſe, 

that they ſhould be armed with murrians,light and 

calie Brigandines, and flecues chained with maile, 

with broad ſhort ſwords by their ſides of nor abouc 

a yarde in length,and ſhort dagyers. The Archers on How Archers 

horſebacke vnder their Capraines or conduftours 22 horicbacke 


ful 1 | bewi "Y ſhould be hor- 
skilful in Archeric, I would likewiſe haue mounted (4 armed and 


vpon good quict geldings of meaneſtze, with deepe weaponed: 
ſteele skulles in very narrowe brimbd hats,well ſtuf- 
fed forthe cafines of their headegand either iackes of 
maile , according to the ancient manner when they 
were called, Lovicati Sagittary, or elfe light and caſte 
brigandines , ot atthe caſt Tlet- holed doublets verie 

Na caltc 


oO ow» 


B74 
pac” Arete þ - our Arc 11MCcs 2d all theſe both Ar- 
eaſe 26d pre fnes -chers and Crotle-bowers I woulde haue them tobe 
ſo-+ 0777915 © © wellpradtiſed, thar they might knowe how to dil- 
charge their arrowes and quarrells, galloping vpon 

the hand,aud inall other motions of their horſes,and- 
the Croſle-bowers to. bend againe with great readi- 
nes. Anddiuers bandes beceing thus horſed, armed, 
weaponed. and exerciſed ,.as alſo reduced into little 
is 3Þ of fifties ynder ſufficient = s/he 0- 


ther Officers skiltull in thoſe we 


worke any cfte& againlt clquadrons, or troupes of 
horſemen or footmen aboue tenor fittecne yards off 
atthe furtheſt , andif ic be enemie toencmie lingle, 
then they are not to diſcharge their peeces aboue 
three or toure yards off, vnlefſe they will faile foure 
times betore they hir.once , ſo yncertaine are thoſe 
04 ' | .| weapons 
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weapons of fire: the indgement whereof, (becauſe 


this mine opinion may ſceme ſtrange to ſuchas dos 


not knowe the imperfeCtions of thoſe weapons of 
fire on horſebacke) I'rcterreyato any Captaines or 
CondyGors of thoſe weapons either Italians, Spani- 
ards,or Frenchthar haue bene yſcd to receiue the pay 


of Emperoursor Kings : and if it be ofthe Piſtolet- 


tiers,thento the Reiſters themſelues . Beſides whoſe Faqueonze 


More yncer- 


iudgements,by all reaſon it may appearc, that it the mineon horſe- 


ſhot of Harquebuzric on foote in their diſtances in 
the field be ſo vncerraine,as I haue in my former dil- 


deale more yncertaine vpon: horſebacke , where, 
by cuery-motion 8 ſtirring of their horſes (although 
they be very quict)they ſhall in a manner as often hir 
Barnaclcs flying inthe ayre, as hurt or kill any horſes 
or men,. valeſle they be very thicke and wonderfull 
neere., Beſides that, the charging of their peeces on 
horſcbacke(bc it with flaskes,cartages or charges) is 
ſo yncerraine as they ſhall as often {pill their powder 
beſides the mourhes of their pecces, and faile of 
their chargings ,as.charge the ame. Andallſo put- 
ting their rouch-powder into the paunes of their 
peeces although there be no winde to diſperſethe 
ſame, yet vpon cuery motion of their horſes , they 
are ready to powre the powder beſide their pannes. 
And if their peecesbePerronells, then if their ſtones 
ſhould happen to breake,or:notto {tand right.intheir 
cockes, whereby they ſhould faile to ſtrike iuſt ypon 
the wheeles being fire-lockes, or vpon the hammers 
or ſtecles, if they be Snap-hanccs,or being of match, 
if their matches be not good and ſtifte, and well ſer 

| _;]|N3 in 


on 


backe than on 
foote, with the 
| "77 imperfettions 

courſe declared, rhen of neceſsitic it mult bea great thereof. 


. 
i, 
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in their ſerpentines or cockes,/they allo ſhall faile in 
their diſcharging; beſides the diffhcultic that they 
ſhall findeat one rimeto chargertheir pecces, to hane 
an cic to their cnemics, and to gguerne their Horſes, 
vſing alſo their ſcowring ſticks as they ought todo: 
which imperteCtions of weapons of fire, with manie 
more, inthe experience of all olde and skiltull fol- 
diors, are the cauſe that the ſhot of rhem doo terrific 
and (care newe ſ{oidiors and nouirces of warre a great 
deale more with crackes, {ſmoke and noyſe, than 
withany often hurting with the bullet - All which 
vnreadineſles , diſaduantages and imperteQions of 
Argolettiers,Carabins, Piſtelertiexs, or Reiſters conli- 


_ dered with the readinelles, aduaptages and perteCti- 


ons of Archers and Crofle-bowers tor all ſcruices in 
thefield. I cometo conclude, that Croſſe-bowers 
on horſebacke vicd by many torten Nartions of great 
antiquitic, and that Archers on horſcbacke vicd by 
our aunceſtours many yeecres paſt , as alſo atthis pre- 
ſcnt by the Turkes,Tartars, Perſians, Arabians, and 0- 
ther mightic Nations , do farre| exceedeand excell 
all weapons of fire on horſebacke. 


Anexhortationto the Magiſtrates 
and Gentlemen of England. 


4 Heſe diſcourſes which I haue handled 
/ZS, 8& {ct down, withimany rcaſons aled- 
X42) ged, asalſo with yery notable cxaples 
f & opinions of great capraines, & teſti- 
72S mony of molt approucd hiſtorics,con- 
cerning the excellencic of Archers and diuerſe other 


weapans in their duc times and} places, with many 
We | cItours 


| 


| 
bd 
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errours and abuſes militaric by our ſuch men of war 
practiſed , and in publike places perſwaded and 
ctaught,I hanenot taken in hand and performed with 
anicintention or hope toreduce them from their er- 
roneous opinions martiall , or to perſwade themto 

ine creditto any thing by me alleadged and proued, 
boca they are growento ſuch aſcite-wil & liking 
of their owne opinions or rather fancies militatie, 
that their oucrweening, wiltulnes & preſumption do 
extend {o far,that diuers of the chicte of che will gine 
no-credit to anie hiſtorie alledged, noganie expericce 
nor example that they heare by their . 75 reported, 
nor yerany thing by diuers reaſons proucd;but onlie 
vnto their owne fancies & ſuch few things as they 
theſclues hauc ſeen: which doth moſt euidetly argue 
inthem a wonderfullarrogancie,and obſtinar barba- 
rouſnes,& that they neither haue, nor cuer will haue 
any vnderſtading in the ſcience mulitarie. For it hath 
binalwaisaprinciple in the opinion of al great Cap- 
taines,asalſo inall reaſon & experience, that no man 
canattaine to any ſufficiencie and excellencie inthe 
arte-and diſcipline mulitarie, but by three principall 
meanes,thatis, by ſeeing actions of armes & of war 


performed,by conference with others to ynderſtand 


thercaſons of things in ationor already done, & by 
the diſcourles of men of experience, and hiſtories of 
things intimes paſt performed & done ; as for exam, 
ple; Vhardoth itauaile any Nobleman or Gentle+ 
man how excellent a wit & courage {ocuer he hath, 
incaſc he bad ſeene all the chiete and beſt fortificati- 
ons thatare in Ewrope,as alſo many encampings'ot at- 
mies 11 campes formed, dillodgings, aches in 


diucrs formes, with many battailes, skirmiſhes and 
orcat 


_ Certen Diſcourſes ,written 
* ZE greatencounters : Tf hee negleQing to learne and yn- 
7715200 derſtand the'cauſcs of thoſe things which heeharh 
{cenc,hath giuen himſelte to dicing,carding,making 
of loucaud drunkennes? Or ifſhis pride, arrogancic 
Ws & ouerweening, haue ſo poſlefied him, that he hath 
i diſdainedto harken or confer with others,that haue 
_ Buy _ . beneable by experience to inſttuCtand giue himthe 
marters milita- [eaons of things by him ſcene; which1ntructh are 
_— the yerie cauſes thatthere ate ſo many Capraines, 8 
kite, Gentlemen of diuers Nations that haue beene in ma- 
ny campes,and haue ſeene divers armicsand aftions, 
and yerdo vnderſtand very little of the Artand Diſ- 

cipline militarie, [ | 

Now therfore,thoſe ourmenof warre being ſuch 
as I have betore declared, and|that notwithſtanding 
_. there bane been ſuch wondertull opinions concet- 
ued here at home of theirſutficiencie;that they haue 
been not only compared with the greateſt Capraines 
SH of this age, butalſo thought ro bee the onlie men of 
il | warre of Chriſtendome: certcinlie,it isgreatly to be 
| | mecruailed at how any ſuchopinion ſhould bee con» 
cciued ofthem,confideringrthat they never ſerued in 
any imperiall or royall warresof Emperors, Kings, 
nor formed Common wealths within the continent 
of Europe, Affricke, nor eAſia,,where they might at- 
tainetoany ſuch knowledge inthe Art Militaric;bur 
onlicinthe diſordered and tumultuarie warres of the 
Lowe Countries vnder'the States (where theſouc- 
raigne goucrnment and commaundement hath con- 
fiſted of a brokenand vncertaipe authoritie,allthings 
tending (with greatdiſorder ahd confuſion)moreto 
the ſpoylc, thanto any diſcip neor Marriall ſeruice) 
(1 or 
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or peraduenture ſome verie little or nothing inthe 
liccacious and ciuil warres of France; in both which 
watres for the lacke of certaine and aſſured pay for 
the men of warre, as alſo rewards for particular and 
extraordinarie deſerts and worthines, it hath been 
impoſibleto eſtabliſhand continue any formed mi- No diſcipline 
licia & diſcipline Militaric, wherby cither Captaines Tjane in © 
or ſoldiers ſhould grow toany skill and ſufficicncie, 
but rather ro errors and ignorances, as it may yctic 
well appeare by the politique and Militaric diſcour- 
ſes of that notable and braue ſoldier Monſicur dels 
Noize, where the imperfeCtions and inſufficiencies of 
ſuch as haue attained to their chicfe skill in thoſe 
warrcs,are veric manifeſtlic ſerdowne. To the parti- 
cularitics whercof ( becauſe his booke is not onelic 
extant in French,but alſo tranſlated into Engliſh)I re- 
mitthoſe that arc diſpoſed to ſee and confider. Be- 
{ides al! which,the wonderfull diſorders, and lack of 
vnderſtanding of our ſuch men of warrcin all their 
proccedingsand aCtions Militaric have been ſuch, ſo 
many,and {o | (HOG oa inal matters that they haue 
taken in hand inthe Lowe Countrie warres,that not 
onlic inthe 1udgement of all the great Capraines 7ta- 
liens, Spaniards, Burgomions, and other Nations, that 
cither haue knowne their ſeruices, or ſcrucd againſt 
them, bur alſo inthe opinions of ſome of the wiſcr 
ſort of the Statesthemſelues, they haue been mdged 
ta bce men of no yaderſtanding, nor ſufficicncicin 
mattcrs of warre, although ithath bin giuenourand 
reported farre otherwiſe to their aduantage here at 
home amongſt vs,altogether to their merucilous and 
incredible commendations and praiſes; whereypon 


O | there 


The principall ding tO 
cauſes of wri- 
ting theſe dil- - 
courlcs, 


ſhort time ro come (if it 
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| | 


there hath been ſuch credite giuento their fond ſpea- 
chesand ignorant pee the better ſort of 
our Nation, that they haue not onelic fihce our Na- 
tion began firſt to go ouer m7 as.metcenarie ſol- 
dicrs in the Low Countries-ynderthe States, brought 
in great numbers of diforders and abuſes Mulitaric, 


farre different, or rather cleane contrarieto the aun- 


; 
\ cientand moderne experience, y{e, and proceedings 


of all warlike Nations, but alſo in a great part defa- 
ced,anddecaicd the accompt,vic,and exerciſe of our 
moſt excellent weapon wi Long-bowe; which in 

ze notyeric ſpeedilie prout- 
ded for by the execution of ſuch penall ſtatute lawes, 
as haue been in times; paſt ordained and eſtabliſhed 
for rhe excrciſc and maintenance of the ſame) will 
groweto bee forgotten, and ina manner vtterlie ex- 
noguiſhed; which, if through|the negligence of the 
berter ſort of our Nation, imitating and following 
the ſimple and 1gnorant opinions of curfuch ynskil- 
full men of warre, it ſhould cometo paſle, itdoth in 


' mine opinion argue nothing more, than that God 


hath withdrawne his hand,and all rightiudgment in 
matters M1litarie from ys, andthat in time to-come, 
ypon any. great watre either offenciue ordefencine, 
we ſhall, when it is too late, repent the ſame; 'greatlic 
to the hazard and perill of our /Prince, Countrie and 
Nation. The conſideration whercot, for the great 
louc that I haue alwaies| borne, and dooſtall, accor- 

ductie, beare tothe Crowne and Realme 


of England and Engliſh Nation;wasthe firſt and prin- 
cipall cauſe that mooued me tb take theſe diſcourſes 
in hand, to the intentto aduiſe & perſwade (as much 

# 4 Si as 
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as in my power and ſinall abilitie is) the Nobilitie, 


Mayiltrates, and betrer ſort of our Nation, withall 
care anddiligence to reniue,and put inexecutionthe 
auncicnt-ſtatutes prouided and eltabhſhed,for the ef1- 
creaſe and exctcile of the'youth of Eneland'in Arche- 
ric,that as God of his great goodnes hath bleſſed our +1, x,,in 
Nation with a wonderfull aptnes and dexteritie in ofallother | 
that weapon,morethan any other Nation that I bauc 26opnt 
ſeche; heard, or read'of throughour the yniuerſall © ” 
world: fo that wee may 'not through the frivolous 
and yaine perſwaſions of a fewe vnskiltall and igno- 
rant men 1n theſe our dates, as vnthanktull, negle& 
that great and eſpeciall goodnes of almightic: God, 
andfingular giftthat he hath endned vs withall: bur 
that wee doo with all care anddihigence belecue, and 
imitate the great experience of our moſt 'worthie 
Aunceſtors, that in divers ages, with the aduauntage 
of thatmmoſt excellent weapon, hane atchicucd ſuch 
andiſo many wonderfull and miraculous viftortes a- 
gAinſt divers Nations, both Chriſtians-and Pagans. 
Asalſothat we doo giue credite to the greateſt Cap- 
tainesof our Nation, and diners other Nations that 
haueliued in our time, ſome of the which being yet 
aliue;and of principall ſortatid ealling,hauc{eenethe 
mightic works and wonderfull effefts of our Engliſh 
Archers, and therefore with all right iudgement, re- 
icing all newe fancies and toyes, that we doo cm- 
brace and eftceme that ſingular weapon, to bee the 
chiefc and principall of all others for battailes, victo- 
ries and conquelts. 

And now to make an cnd,I'doo againe(as Tdid in 
the beginning of my diſcourſe) notiftie that mine in- 

O2 rentigg. 
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' No honorable ilcow hath no waics extended 
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nor worthic DY any thing in my 


minded men diſcourſes containcd, to touch'the reputation or ho- 
anie wayes in- nor of/any Noblemen, nor Gentlemen of noble or 
—_ Fre worthiptull houſes, nor Uſe any others of worthic 
diſcourſe. Minds that hauecntred intothole Low Countrie ſer- 
-  uices, ratherto win reputation, knowledge and ho- 
nor, than for any. hope or deſire of ſpoyle, or greedie 
- gainezbutonelic ſl chr of our menc 7 Mkivs 6 neplec- 
ting and contemning all true honor & diſcipline Mi- 
\ litatie, hauebrought inamongſt'vsa moſt ſhametull 
' _ anddeteſtable arte and diſcipline of carowling and 
drunkennes, turning all matters. Militarie to their 
own profiteand gaine, negleQing to louc and to win 
the loue of their ſoldiers ynder their gouctamenrs 8 
charges, making ina mannct no accompt of them, 
nor of their liucs; in ſuch ſort, as by their cuill con- 
duction, ſtaruing and conſuming great numbersand 
many thouſands of our-moſt braug Engliſh people,as 
alſo by their infinite otherdiſorders, they hauc made 
a farrc ire watrc ypon.the Crowne and Realme 
of England and Engliſh Nation, than any walcs ypon 
the cnemics of our Countrie, | | 
130 £01! | SITIO! BSO{1!11 LUND CE EþLS: | 
+ Honor & gloria in excelſis, Deo ,omnipotenti, ſem=. 
piterne, & incomprebenſibils. | 
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